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Abstract:

This research examines the issue of “the illusion of
contradiction” in the exegesis of Imam Al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH)
through Surah An-Nisa, which contains texts that may appear
contradictory at first glance, particularly in legal rulings and
social themes. The study employs an inductive-analytical
approach to identify potential contradictions in "Al-Jami' li-
Ahkam al-Quran™ and explores Al-Qurtubi's methodological
tools for resolving them. Key findings include: Distinguishing
Real from Apparent Contradiction: Al-Qurtubi rejects the notion
of genuine contradiction in Quranic texts, relying
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on harmonization (al-jam' wa al-tawfiq) or abrogation (al-nasikh
wa al-mansukh) to resolve perceived discrepancies, as seen in
inheritance verses (4:11-12) versus the bequest verse (4:176).

Contextual and Circumstantial Analysis: For instance, in
reconciling polygyny (4:3) with spousal equity (4:129), he
clarifies that required justice pertains to tangible, divisible
matters—not emotional equality. Integration of Legal Evidence:
His interpretation links juridical penalties (e.g., for slander) to
Sharia's broader objective of protecting honor. The study
concludes that Al-Qurtubi's approach reflects a holistic vision of
the Quran, harmonizing texts through jurisprudential and
linguistic tools, thereby demonstrating the Quran's legislative
coherence and his exegetical mastery.

Keywords: Apparent contradiction, Al-Qurtubi, Surah An-Nisa,
exegetical harmonization, abrogation.
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