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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of "Al-Kadiyya"
(beggary) as manifested in Al-Hamadhani’s Magamat, considering it a
unique literary model that reveals the social, psychological, and
cultural dimensions of this phenomenon during the Abbasid era. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach through a critical
reading of the Magamat, focusing on the character of Abu Al-Fath Al-
Iskandarias a model of the cunning beggar who transforms
panhandling into an art relying on wit and eloquence. The study
reveals that beggary in the Magamat is not merely a means of material
gain but a complex phenomenon reflecting the contradictions of
Abbasid society, where eloquence meets deceit, and deprivation meets
intelligence. The Magamat also highlight how Al-Hamadhani turned
beggary into a tool for social satire, criticizing the decline of moral
values and the spread of hypocrisy. The analyses show that the
beggar’s methods in the Magamat rely on linguistic manipulation,
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exploitation of religion, and appeals to the sympathy of the affluent
classes. The study concludes that the Magamat provided a critical
perspective on beggary, emphasizing both its aesthetic and ethical
dimensions. It also confirms that Al-Hamadhani used this
phenomenon as a mirror reflecting societal crises, making

the Magamat a literary and social document of high value.
Keywords: Beggary, Al-Hamadhani’s Magamat, Abu Al-Fath Al-
Iskandari, Abbasid literature, social criticism.
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