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law and is considered above the law. And the Siege is but a

weapon used by unjust states to achieve its objectives for its

illegitimate and a kind of ‘state terrorism’ for oppressed people. So

Israel is involved in terrorist actions against the Palestinians.

The Workshop showed that the official Arab position is
lacking through its unwillingness to stand against the Siege and
help the people of Gaza. The Action of the people of Gaza—
popular and government—in breaking the siege and opening the
Rafah point have shown the competence of the Hamas Movement
in dealing with the siege and showed it to be objective in
representing the Palestinians.

At the end of the workshop participants made
recommendations including:

1) The formation of an ‘Arab committee for the lifting of the
siege on the Palestinian People’ and activate the Arab street
across the region

2) Form a Pan Arab court to try Israeli leaders responsible for
the siege characterizing IT as war crimes and crimes against
humanity and show the occupation as one that acts above
international law and that Israel has divested itself from its
Legal responsibilities for the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories.

3) Call on the Arab governments to open venues for the people
to support the besieged Palestinian people.

4) Call on the different Palestinian factions to unite against the
Israeli occupation and to reorganize itself for the benefit of
the Gaza Strip.

5) Increase awareness of the dangers of the siege.




The Consequences Of Embargo On Gaza And The Opening Of Rafa Crossing

Abstract

The workshop sought to outline the future horizons for the
ending of the siege on the gaza strip and the opening of the rafah
crossing point to allow the movement of people and commaodities
on new basis top serve the interest of Palestinians under siege.

The workshop stressed the siege represented a turning point
for dealing with Gaza after the situation worsened between fatah
and hamas in June 2007 realizing however that the Siege was
instituted when Hamas won the 2006 elections.

The siege worsened the conditions in the strip so much that in
the end people opened the Rafa crossing point forcefully and
entered the Egyptian territories, a move which effectively meant
the siege had been broken and created anxiety amongst those
forces which wanted to see the downfall of hamas. But this in
effect meant the opening of the crossing point was a strategic
victory to hamas.

The Gaza Siege is having a considerable effect on the people
as annual per capita Income was reduced to $650 as daily wages
for individuals is less than $2 and 140,000 workers laid off while
the construction sector is presently at a complete standstill.

The Psychological effects of the siege has been tremendous
especially on children and those—numbering 1500—who are
waiting to Go outside Gaza for medical Treatment of which 103
have already died while of the many others who are waiting to die.

The Workshop emphasized the role of popular activists in
alleviating the biting siege and in the absence of political progress.

The workshop discussed the legal ramifications of the Siege
and the Crossing Point and divulged into the probable scenarios as
the so-called Crossing Points agreement are only procedural
Arrangements governed by Israel.

The Siege on Gaza and the Aggression on the Strip unveil the
Israeli Reality that it’s a transition state according to International
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