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1- Call an Arab summit to discuss the agricultural issue
and theissue of Arab food security in order to maintain
the economical, social and political stability.

2- Begin to establish an Arab integration forum that
begins with an Arab Free Zone Area, then progresses
to a customs union, then to an Arab common market,
then to an economical union, then a monetary union,
and finally a political union, like Europe achieved over
the last fifty years.

3- Pass laws that support farmers and agriculture,
prevent negative impact on other sectors, and protect
consumers from abusive monopoly.

4- Maintain business and government support for the
vital sectors: education, health, agriculture, food and
fuel.

5- Cooperatedirectly with the Republic of Sudan to invest
and utilize its land, and develop similar potential in
Algeria.

6- Change development and agriculture policies and
enhance the social security.

7- Establish a market balance between producers and
consumers.

8- Found advanced alarm systems to predict and avoid
the crisis and its impact.

9- Increase tax facilities for the agricultural sector and
food industry, for example by canceling the sales tax
to reduce food prices.



Abstract

The Arab Food Crisis:
Challenges and Remedial Trends

The rise in prices of basic foodstuffs is a big challenge for the
Arab World as for most of the world’s countries. The value of the
food gap has increased from 2.4 billion dollars in the beginning
of the 1970s to an average of 12.5 billion dollars during the
eighties and nineties and more than 18 billion dollars in 2006.

This book sheds light on the causes which played a significant
role in expanding the food crisis, such as the effect of climate
change on the production of staple foods, such as rice, wheat
and corn cultivated for oil. Another cause is the use of crops to
produce biofuel, instead of food, in response to the rise in oil
prices and because of the need for energy. In addition, many
people have changed their pattern of consumption.

Among the causesis the significant decrease in governments
role in supporting the agricultural sector, as well as European
and Arab partnership agreements and the regulations of the
World Trade Organization (WTO). This book makes it clear that
integration is necessary to confront this international crisis
especially as the Arab World has ample resources to remedy
the situation.

Jordan has been affected by the crisis much more than the
other Arab countries for a variety of economical, social, and
climatic and geological reasons.

This book concludes with a number of recommendations
which may help the Arab World, and Jordan in particular, to find
a way to deal with this crisis:
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