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The Vatican and the Arabs

Fourthly, On the Potentials of the Jordanian Role in
Setting the Future Relationship between the Arabs and the
Vatican to Affect Its Attitudes towards Their Issues, focuses
on the significance of Jordan's initiative in building
Christian-Islamic relations on one side and Arab-Western
relations on the other. It is Jordan's religious and
civilizational centuries-long history, geography, policy and
leadership have been helpful in granting it such an vital role,
enabling it to lead relations with the Vatican.

The book concludes by highlighting the close relations
between the Muslims and Christians of Jordan and the entire
region. Such relations have been distinguished for centuries
without the Vatican having any positive or negative impact.
Therefore, the author believes that the visit was neither a
success in promoting amity between the Christians
themselves, between the Christians and the Muslims of the
region, nor the between the Arabs and the Vatican. Thus, it is
our duty to maintain relations between the Arabs as well as
shoulder the responsibility of defending our causes and
influence others for their sake.
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Secondly, The Political Dimensions and Problems of the
Pope's Visit to the Region, raises a question about the
possibility of separating the religious and political aspects of
the visit. The reason is that the Catholic Church was keen to
make it primarily religious, but it was political in the first
place. The visit came weeks after the brutal Israeli aggression
on the Gaza Strip; coincided with the Nakba of the
Palestinian people; took place a short time before the Israeli
celebrations of the occupation of Palestine; and a few days
after the formation of the Israeli alliance government which is
considered to be one of the most extremist. It also occurred a
few days after an Israeli TV show undermining the
sacredness of Jesus Christ and Virgin Mary ( peace be upon
them). Furthermore, the Pope visited sites of political
significance in Israel, such as the Holocaust Museum, but did
not visit the Gaza Strip though he was formally invited.

Thirdly, How Was the Visit Utilised by the Arabs and
the Israelis? What Were the Gains and Losses for Each
Party? The author argues that the Pope's visit did not reach an
acceptable level from an Arab, Jordanian or Palestinian
perspective. It did not make any noteworthy contribution to
the Palestinian cause. It was closer to supporting the interests
of the Israeli occupation. From an Arab point of view, the
losses were much greater, though both the Arabs and the
Israelis were prepared for the visit in terms of their religious
and political interests. The atmosphere in the Arab and
Islamic worlds had already been uneasy because of the Pope's
attitude to Islam and the Prophet Muhammad, especially with
his unapologetic stance.



The Vatican and the Arabs

Abstract

The Vatican and the Arabs

Challenges and Horizons after the Pope's Visit to
the Region

This book investigates Arab-Vatican relations, in the
past and the anticipated challenges of this relations. Light is
shed on different aspects of the Pope's recent visit to the
region, and various political problems, and protests over
general attitudes of the Vatican at the political, religious and
social levels. The book also studies the confusion at the time
of the visit with regard to the relationship between Israel and
Zionism on one hand, and the Vatican and the Pope on the
other.

The book consists of four main topics. Firstly, History,
Challenges and Levels of the Relationship: A Ciritical
Reading, investigates major elements of Arab-Vatican
relations. Examples are: the appreciation of the Vatican's
spiritual and moral significance recognized by Catholic
Christians all over the world; the overlapping between
political and religious aspects and their impact on the
Vatican's relations with others; and the importance of reading
the Vatican's attitudes from its surrounding European point of
view, especially when looking into Israel's exploitation of the
Zionist influence on the Western countries. It is emphasized
that there is a lack of Arab effort in affecting the Vatican's
attitudes, in comparison with the active, infiltrating efforts
exerted by the Israelis on European policies and parties.
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