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Obama'’s Reconciliatory Message and What the Arabs Require

speeches and intentions into actions and practical programs;
putting an end to oppressive policies followed by previous
administrations, which proved failure; and dealing open-
mindedly with all the parties and countries of importance in
the region.

The book presents the most effective strategies to make
these expectations be fulfilled, such as holding onto a unified
Arab vision for action, diplomacy, defense and development
in a way that achieves common interests, as well as
developing instruments and strategies of dealing with any
future US policies. The book concludes by stressing that,
despite the bad reality of the formal Arab systems for
decades, there is a positive momentum of change at public
and party levels. Such a movement — if given the chance —
can do something to the Arab,-Islamic world and pioneer in
establishing strategic Arab-American relations serving the
interests of our nation without any negative political
confrontations with the US.
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refers to one of the features of Obama'’s speech which was
made on Arab soil. This is the first time an American
president has addressed the Arab, Islamic nations on their
own land (Turkey and Egypt). There may not be a
fundamental difference in content between the speech and
others by previous presidents, but it is positive in its
generality, language and gestures.

It is argued that there are obstacles both inside and
outside the US that prevent the successful accomplishment of
the positive points of the speech. On the one hand, internal
obstacles can be seen in the US administration’s decision-
making, in which the president can not take decisions without
consulting institutions, in addition to pressure groups which
strongly affecting such a process. On the other hand, Israel
and its extreme orientations constitute the main external
obstacle in the face of any flexibility that might be displayed
by the US president with regard to the Arab-Israeli conflict.
Another major obstacle is the absence of a political body to
represent — let alone achieve any benefit for — the Arab-
Islamic world. Therefore, no significant change is expected in
US foreign policy. Nevertheless, the Arabs can introduce
some alterations in the margin of action granted to the
president resulting from Arab pressure with its ability to
continue and cohere internally.

Thirdly, The Arab World's Expectations about the New
US Administration and the Arab Strategy to Promote Them,
summarises the Arabs' expectations about Obama's new
administration. One of those is to support the positive change
which he displayed, without giving in to obstacles and
pressure. They might help him in turning much of his
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Summary

Obama’s Reconciliatory Message and
What the Arabs Require

This book is an attempt to analyse the content of
Obama's reconciliatory message in his speech to the Arabs
and Muslims from the University of Cairo on 4 June 2009.
The main problems were outlined, and the actions required
by the Arabs to utilize the positive as well as avoid or contain
the negative aspects.

The book addresses three main topics. Firstly, The
Message of Reconciliation in the Speech: Components,
Results and How the Arabs Should Deal with It. This
analyses the intellectual foundation of the speech. When he
addresses nations, Obama does so from an idealistic point of
view. However, when talking to administrations and
leadership, he uses a realistic style.

It is argued that there is a sense of public relief among
Arab and Islamic nations, contrasted with lack of interaction
at the formal level. On the other hand, there is a fear among
the Israelis of any US-Arab, Islamic rapprochement and its
prospects. In spite of the fact that a negative Arab reaction
was expected because of the lack of a vision or action based
on common interest as opposed to subordination, there is
slight optimism about the administrations playing roles here
and there at a partial level.

Secondly, Obstacles to the Reconciliatory Message in
Obama's Speech and How the Arabs Should Deal with Them,
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