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The Reality of Using the Design Thinking Strategy from the
Perspective of Social Studies Teachers in the City of Riyadh
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Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the current use of design
thinking strategies among social studies teachers in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. Using a descriptive approach, a questionnaire was
distributed to a sample of 228 female social studies teachers. The
study found that the teachers had limited knowledge of design
thinking concepts and tended to prioritize implementation,
evaluation, and then planning in their teaching. Several obstacles
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to implementing design thinking were identified. No significant
differences were found in teachers' responses based on their
academic qualifications, years of experience, or the level of
grade they taught. However, teachers with 5-10 years of
experience reported fewer obstacles. The study recommends
providing ongoing training for teachers in design thinking to
improve their skills in applying it within social studies curricula.
It also suggests the need for supportive learning environments
equipped with appropriate tools and resources to facilitate
effective implementation of design thinking. Further research is
recommended to develop a proposed framework for preparing
pre-service social studies teachers to teach design thinking skills
and to measure the impact of teaching with design thinking
strategies on student learning outcomes.
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