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In an effort to draw a comprehensive strategic

perspective for political reform and democracy, the
following was recommended by the participants:

1.

People should be educated according to the
principles of freedom, democracy and political
pluralism. The state should aim to nurture good
citizens who share in shouldering their
responsibilities.

The need for the distribution of responsibility on
the basis of participation in opinion and best
activation of civil society organizations.
Modification of election law, political parties'
law and laws related to public freedom.
Developing work mechanism of the House of
Representatives and rules of its session period,
dissolution and parliamentary immunity.
Encouraging formation of genuine, effective and
loyal political parties who share in bearing
national responsibilities.

Circulation of executive power according to
majority rule, with the existence of minority in
political opposition. This aims for creating wide
political and social activity and circulation of
government among big and effective political
parties.

10



foster greater concordance between the state
legitimacy and civil society.

This process demands that the starting point
of all shall be from one place under the ceiling of the
Constitution, and demands that the supremacy of
law shall apply to all.

Participants emphasized the prospects of
legislative development and reform, and amendment
of the articles of the Constitution according to the
common welfare. They stressed that judicial reform
and development is a pressing one that should be a
top priority.

The symposium laid stress on the importance
of the role of civil society institutions, such as
unions, because they have created party leaders and
officials who have played leading roles in public life
with high efficiency and integrity.

The participants believed that parliament must
be strengthened, have blocs with programs and show
effective representation through the election of
representatives who serve the nation, and citizens.
This is in addition to the activation of the role of the
media and freedom it provides.



The symposium noted there are distinct
potentials in Jordan’s social, economic and political
perspectives that give society the ability to move
rapidly in the fields of political and democratic
reform.

Concerning future challenges and the
prospects for democratic transformation, the
symposium saw that such challenges result from
Jordan's society and its demographic formation.

One paper discussed three main factors:
Internal, regional and international, economic and
technological. It asserted that accumulative
bottlenecks are the most dangerous challenges as
they influence the course of political life. Part of
these challenges is related to democratic reform in
Jordan.

A portion of these bottlenecks go back to
politics, while others are connected to Jordanian
society and how it developed in the past four
decades.

Regarding trends and prospects of reform and
democracy in Jordan during 2005-2010, the
symposium asserted that revising legislations and
laws which organize the state's relation with all civil
society institutions and political parties will help

8



Abstract

The Prospects of Reform and
Democracy in Jordan 2005-2010

The Middle East Studies Center held a
symposium on Reform and Democracy Prospects in
Jordan (2005-2010). Many working papers were
presented in the symposium that was attended by
politicians, academics, parliamentarians, experts,
union leaders, researchers and media personalities.
Many critical issues were discussed.

Participants said reform depends on deep-
rooting society with concepts and principles of
human rights, freedom, justice, and equality for all
Jordanians. They noted that reform, change,
development and modernization in political,
economic and social fields represent a continuous
dynamic process that express the revival of society,
its spirit and youth, and its ability to adapt to the
surrounding changes and overcome it challenges.
Participants, also, believed that the absence of
reform, renovation and democracy is an essential
cause of intellectual and social inactivity, and
encourages the marginalization of societies.
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