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Abstract

In this paper, I try to crystallize certain tendencies in Arab philosophy of music
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through four important models: al-Kindl, Ikhwan as-Safa’, al-Farabl and Ibn-
Sina. The paper aims to put forward hypotheses, which can explain the phenomena
of Arab music that distinguish it from Western music through the philosophy of
music. Thisisin contrastto the easy exclusion of these phenomena as a manifestation
of backwardness. The researcher uses the methodology of comparison, historical
tracking, and phenomenology. Finally, the paper crystallizes two main tendencies in
Arab philosophy of music: the metaphysical and the linguistic-mathematical. The
metaphysical tendency is based on the assumption that music expresses an aspect of
the infinite, or the congruence of the exoteric and the esoteric, while the linguistic-
mathematical relies on the principle that music is originally a dynamic projection
of a semantic, or mathematical, static system. By discovering the origins of each
tendency, the researcher finally tries to explain the most important characteristics
of Arab music, and the reasons for its difference from its Western counterpart, such
as monophony, the significance of rhythm, the connection with poetry, and the
exclusion of the forms of instrumental music. Thus, the characteristics of Arabic
music can be understood based on certain metaphysical principles, which governed

forms, scales, and rhythm.
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