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Ethics as a Social Technology in Philip Kitcher's Pragmatic

Criticism of his Ethicl Project:Naturalism
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Abstract

Contemporary English philosopher of science Philip Kitcher tried to
answer the following questions: Where did Ethical codes come from? Did
they come from divine commands, philosophical approaches, or agreement
between people over the years? Are they fixed or evolving? How do we
envision Ethical progress? Kitcher saw Ethics as a project that humans
developed, refined, and distorted collectively throughout their history.
According to him, Ethics is a “social technology” that appeared for the first
time in response to adaptive problems that had previously faced early
humans with limited and fragile altruistic behaviors. Its original function was
to restore costly altruistic failures within groups, thereby reducing social
tensions and creating greater opportunities for cooperation in larger groups.
Ethics still maintains this function to this day, and various secondary
functions have emerged in response to problems that arose as a result of
applying previous solutions, such as the expansion of human entertainment
desires and others. The history of this technology, which is still operational,
is the same story as “Kitcher’s Ethical Project”.

At the heart of this project is the conviction that any adequate
philosophical conception of Ethics must be accompanied by a scientific and
historical understanding of the development of Ethics. Therefore, one needs
to a naturalistic, pragmatic approach. A naturalist insofar as he does not
invoke mysterious entities in explaining morality, and a pragmatist who links
philosophy to the lives of human beings with common needs. The
components of his project consist of three perspectives: an analytical-
historical interpretation of the emergence of Ethics, a metaethical
perspective on Ethical progress, and a normative position on current
behavior. Kitcher replaced the technological model of Ethical progress in
terms of functional improvements to Ethical codes with the traditional
model of Ethical truths. From a normative standpoint; Kitcher asserted that
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today we face an expanded version of the predicament of our hunter-
gatherer ancestors, and their altruistic failures in the face of environmental
change, wars, etc., are causing social tensions. Accordingly, the process of
addressing the failures of altruism was and remains the original function of
ethics for which the ethical project emerged as a partial solution. Kitcher
stated that the only role that philosophy can play in ethics is that of a
midwife to propose a renewed ideal secular dialogue and some rules of
mutual engagement. This study will rely on the critical analytical method,
which aims to analyze the concepts and problems involved in the research
issue, and analyze Kitcher’s texts themselves. This is in an attempt to read it
critically, not only presenting the ideas, but also trying to understand,
analyze, and assessing them. Therefore, this study concludes with the
possibility of establishing an alternative (more broad) interpretive normative
framework to the normativity of Kitcher’s ethical project, which works to
strengthen it rather than weaken it.

Keywords: Functional Generation, Pragmatic Naturalism, Mutual
Engagement, Dynamic Consequentialism, Utopia.
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@ Kitcher, P. (2012). Preludes to Pragmatism: Toward a Reconstruction of Philosophy, New
York: Oxford UP, P. 305.
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() Kitcher, P. (2011b). The Ethical Project, Op.Cit, P. 211.

@) Dewey, J, & Tufts, J. (1932). Ethics, Volume 7 of The Later Works of John Dewey, edited by
Jo Ann Boydston. Carbondale: Southern lllinois University Press, P. 165.

G) Kitcher, P. (2011b). The Ethical Project. Op.Cit, P. 34.
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