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his skepticism concerning Islam as a religion come out very clearly in

the well- known re joinder he made to Ernest Renan in the journal des

DE€bats in 1883 ... he agree with Renan that Islam had sought to arrest
scientific activity . But in this, he said, Islam’s attitude was similar to that
of the Christian Church; the conclusion he was driving at was that very
”.religion could be obscurantist

(Haim, 1962, pp10)
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“The door of ijtihad is not closed, and it is a duty as well as a right for
men to apply the principles of the Quran anew to the problems of their

time.” Hourani, 1983 pp127)
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“Because reason does no attract the masses and its teaching are
understood only by a few choice spirits, and also because science, however
beautiful it is, dos not wholly satisfy humanity, which is a thirst for an
ideal which it like to place in obscure and distant regions which
philosophers and men of science can neither discern nor explore”
(Haim, (1962), pp.11)
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