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[r— Rusna 2009
Taliban Georgia 2003
fgh ;
Afghanistan 2009 Mujahideen 2008

Afghanistan 1988 Hezbollah
Lebanon 2006
Hamas |
Gaza 2008

Mujahideen
Afghanistan 1979

al-Qaeda
Iraq 2007
PLo State
West Bank 2001 » Qrganization: Hierarchical;
’ ¥ I State-Sponsored Hybrid brigade or larger-sized
* Organization: Moderately formations
Nonstate Irregular trained; disciplined; moderate- * Weapons: Sophisticated air
» Organization: Not well trained; sized formations (up to defenses; ballistic missiles;
little formal discipline; cellular battalion) conventional ground forces;
structure; small formations * Weapons: Same as irregular, special operating f°fce_5, air
(squads) but with standoff capabilities forces; navies; some with
* Weapons: Small arms, RPGs (ATGMs, MANPADS, longer- nudear weapons
mortars, short-range 'rocket's range rockets) * Command and control: All
« Command and control- Cell * Command and control: Cell means; generally centralized
phones; runners; decentralized phones; runners; decentralized
RAND OF785-1

SOURCE: David Johnson, 2009.
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Possibilities of War in the Middle East 2010/2011

5.

The growing Turkish role that is supportive of the Arabs is a
strategic asset, whether in terms of constructing a balance with
the countries neighbouring the Arab World, or in connection
with expanding the Arab alliances challenging the Israeli
danger.

. The steadfast states need to enhance their defence capabilities

and policies, as well as build offence capabilities. As Israeli
may launch an aggression on any front, deterrence must be
secured for the entire nation against the brutal Israeli power.

. All the parties which may be involved in any confrontation on

the four fronts must build a coordinated defence strategy
weakening the Israeli ability to defeat any front, bearing in
mind the requirements of the pan-Arab security.

. All the Arab countries are urged to provide the necessary

political, media, economic, military and security support to the
four fronts (Iran, Syrian, Lebanon and Gaza), in a way that
enhances their steadfastness and aborts any aggression,
highlighting the efforts to lift the siege imposed on the Gaza
Strip.

. The frontlines must be reinforced in a way that contains the

initial strike if an aggression takes place. The chance must be
taken afterwards to abort the aggression and defeat Israel.

10. The Arab governments must utilize their resistant and active

movements. They must work on achieving national unity and
make inclusive reconciliations across their countries in order
to reinforce the internal front as well as counter the constant
Israeli threat.



Possibilities of War in the Middle East 2010/2011

possibilities, capabilities and procedures. The investigation
covers the field preparations in addition to the political,
geographical, journalistic, military, security and economic
considerations before, during and after any anticipated war, along
with their expected conclusions. These recommendations must be
fully comprehended by all the bodies concerned with the Arab-

Israeli conflict, wars, agreements and parties. Then, they must

come up with a vision and strategy serving the higher interests of

the Palestinian issue and the Arab World according to a

comprehensive resistance of the Israeli occupation. All the

national, pan-Arab, regional and international parties, whether
public or governmental, have to cooperate and exploit all their
material and spiritual capabilities.

The intellectual and strategic recommendations are as
follows:

1. There are obstacles facing a comprehensive war by Israel on
any of the expected fronts (Iran, Syria, Lebanon and Gaza).
However, this does not mean to stop the preparations on any
front, for a partial or sporadic war is very likely especially on
Gaza.

2. The strategic threat to the interests and future of the region is
ongoing. Israel is the major menace to the national and pan-
Arab and Islamic security.

3. Preparations must be made to counter a war changing the
structure of the region to be ready to carry out the US and
Israeli strategies and projects. This can be defied not only by
the resistance movements and the steadfast states, but also by
all the components of the Arab, Islamic nation: governments,
groups and peoples.

4. The involvement of Arab countries in a war with Iran on
behalf of the US and Israel is a serious mistake. Any possible
confrontation between Iran and the Arabs must be avoided,
since the greatest losers are the Arab and Iranian peoples,
whereas such a war will only serve the US and Israeli national
security.
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In case a war breaks out in the region, the defence framework
of Hezbollah and Hamas is explored. It seems that both would be
able to defend themselves as they can make use of their current
powers. They can have, mainly, the human force by qualifying
fighters, securing new types of weapons in large quantities,
furthering cooperation with the other fronts, and possessing
dozens-of-kilometers-range rockets. Hezbollah may even own air
defence weapons. Both can easily win the media and ethical
battle in the international, regional and Arab public opinion. Yet,
they would encounter a number of challenges in their defense,
mainly the assassination of some of their military leaders, and the
Israeli monitoring of their supply lines.

Chapter Two, entitled by War Possibilities, reviews three
major aspects of the previous wars in the region in the period
2003-2009. It is an attempt to foresee how a new war could look
like in addition to the parties' capabilities and decisions in terms
of waging the war and its repercussions. The results of the
military confrontations in the last few years in Lebanon, Iraq and
Gaza are investigated. The pre-emptive war strategy has proven
failure, along with the US and Israeli field operations. They did
not manage to accomplish their declared objectives despite the
misleading reasons of the aggressions. It is clear that the US is
willing to continue with its control over the Middle East to cover
all its countries.

Predictions are made of the parties’ ability to contain a war if
it breaks out as well as counter its possibilities and the influential
factors. Reference is also made to the significance of the Middle
East region in the global peace due to its geo-political
importance. The one who controls this region will be able to
display its role as an effective international power, such as Israel
nowadays. Incidental shifts as well as conceptual and attitudinal
changes have been witnessed in the region as a result of a large
number of factors.

In Chapter Three, strategic recommendations are made to the
Arab and Islamic decision-maker who is concerned with the war
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status as a historical security platform for the US.

Moving to Syria, it has become clear that it is anxious, at best,
of returning the occupied Golan Heights through negotiations, but
not of waging or declaring a war. The status quo serves its
interests and targets in a better way than any war or escalation
even of an average type.

Nor is Hezbollah concerned of a war with Israel. It does not
wish to repeat the 2006 war scenario because of its resultant
political gaps and structural imbalances in Lebanon.
Furthermore, the current Iranian-Saudi approachment reduces the
party's regional influence, especially with regard to a predicted
war. In spite of its enormous capabilities, the party never has the
war decision, which is connected with powers outside the
country.

Gaza is currently the most worrying front for Israel. It goes
without saying how miserable the Gazans have been in the last
few years, especially after the 2008-2009 war. In such
circumstances, what Hamas is doing on the ground is
steadfastness. It cannot declare a war on Israel, for it neither has
the capability to initiate it nor control its conditions, bearing in
mind that Gaza is still under siege.

The farthest front — Iran — is undoubtedly the main question. It
1s not interested in raging a war as long as the Iraqi and Afghani
issues are obviously serving its project and making it an influential
regional power. In other words, as the current political situation is
helping it more than the others, it does not have to declare a costly
pre-emptive war, but it needs an international stand supporting its
nuclear programme.

According to all the above, Hezbollah, Hamas, Syria and even
Iran, on the one hand, cannot start a war. The US and Israel, on the
other hand, are powerful enough to initiate it. Nevertheless, a
regional war — rather than a military campaign like those of
Lebanon 2006 and Gaza 2008-2009 — is an extremely serious
matter affecting all the regional and international players,
decreasing the possibility of such a war.
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Abstract

The present book is a product of a seminar organized by the
Middle East Studies Center in Amman on Saturday, May 29,
2010, It was entitled by Possibilities of War in the Middle East
2010/2011, and attended by a number of academics and strategic
specialists from inside and outside Jordan.

This book analyzes the war possibilities in a deeper way than
the media, It is an attempt to understand the conditions governing
the actions of the different parties of conflict in the region as well
as each one's capabilities to contain any war repercussions or
possibilities.

The book is divided into three chapters. The first discusses
the conditions governing the political and security actions
towards the war. The second investigates the war possibilities.
The third makes strategic recommendations for the concerned
Arab and Islamic decision-makers.

In Chapter One, the conditions governing the relevant parties
(US, EU, China, Russia, Israel, 'moderate' and 'steadfast' Arab
states, Iran, Turkey, and the resistance in Lebanon and Palestine).
Each party's stand against any comprehensive war in the region is
reviewed.

It 1s strongly argued that the US and Israel are the ones most
significant in the case of such a war which they are most
expected to start. They would like to achieve two targets. The
first is to put an end to the influence of the resistance in the
region — which accounts for the war on Lebanon and Gaza. The
second i1s to maintain Israel as the superpower in the region as
well as the most influential in terms of war and peace.
Nevertheless, the US is currently not interested in a new war, due
to its dilemma in Iraq and Afghanistan with its NATO allies.

However, Israel has been witnessing a state of confusion as a
result of the successive developments in the Middle East since
the September 11" attacks of 2001, such as America's direct
involvement in the battlefield. This has led to Israel's losing its
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