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The Usili Construction of the Sunnah from Problematization to Integration: An
Analytical Study of the Thought of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani

Ammar Ahmad Al-Hariri"
Abstract

In 2014, Taha Jabir Al-Alwani published his book Ishkaliyyah al-Ta ‘amul Ma ‘a al-
Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah (“Issues in Understanding the Prophetic Sunnah”). The title and
content of the book incited the ire of several scholars, who questioned, objected to, or
criticized the provocative nature of the unprecedented thought put forth by a specialized
scholar and advocate of Islamic revivalism. This was particularly significant given that
longstanding Islamic sciences, such as usil al-figh, already provided established methods
for understanding the Prophetic Sunnah. The following article takes this controversy as its
departing point and aims to present a modern revivalist perspective to understanding Al-
Alwani's theory of approaching the Sunnah. To achieve this end, the article explores the
change that occurred among Islamic revivalists in dealing with the Prophetic Sunnah as a
source of authority, legislation, and abrogation. The article attempts to reconstruct the
Sunnah's relationship with the Qur'an in a complementary, consensual, and non-
confrontational manner, with the aim of harmonizing them in an integrated and systematic
structure while adhering to the principle of the primacy of the Qur’an over hadith narratives
and the opinions and approaches of scholars, especially where the latter two directly
contradict the overall ethos of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Sunnah, Hadith, Qur’an, primacy of the Qur’an, abrogation, modern,
revivalist.
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