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Structural Unity (al-Wahdah al-Bina’iyyah) in Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s Universal
Islamic Civilizational Alternative System: Characterization and Review of the
Project's Approaches

Idris al-Tarkawi”
Abstract

Structural unity (al-wahdah al-bina’iyyah) is a key pillar in Taha Jabir Al-Alwani’s
project and his terminological and critical lexicon of sciences, especially those that are
directly related to the Qur’an and Sunnah. This article aims to uncover this theory within
Al-Alwani’s project and to deconstruct some of its components in order to identify the
intricate paradigm that he adopted as a philosophical and cognitive system for his
conceptualization of collective salvation and the universal Islamic civilizational alternative.
The article attempts to capture Al-Alwani’s efforts within this system with the aim of
understanding what is acceptable and non-acceptable in his jjtihad (independent reasoning).
Lastly, the article proposes a critique of Al-Alwani’s project and introduces new alternative
concepts to the notion of “structural unity” of the Qur’an, including the “spiritual network”
and the “social network” of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Qur’an, structural unity, al-wahdah al-bina’iyyah, universal, spiritual
network, social network.
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