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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the reality of using
Google Earth and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in
teaching social studies curricula at the intermediate school level
from teachers’ perspectives in Al-Ardiyat and Ghamid Al-Zanad
Governorates, Saudi Arabia. The researcher employed a
descriptive survey methodology and selected a random sample of
66 teachers. Data were collected using a two-part questionnaire:
the first part measured the degree of using Google Earth and
GIS, while the second explored the obstacles limiting their use.
Results indicated a high level of utilization among teachers, with
significant variations based on teaching experience, academic
qualifications, and the number of Al training courses attended.
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The study also revealed key challenges, including lack of
training, weak infrastructure, increased teaching burdens, and
low awareness of the educational benefits of these technologies.
Statistical analyses showed significant differences in usage
levels in favor of more experienced and highly qualified
teachers. The study recommends enhancing educational
infrastructure, offering specialized training programs, and
systematically integrating Google Earth and GIS tools into social
studies curricula. These steps aim to improve teaching quality
and develop students' spatial thinking skills, contributing to more
interactive and effective learning environments.
Key words: Google Earth and Geographic Information Systems
(GIS Social Studies Curricula- Teachers’ Perspectives.
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