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Abstract:

The research aims to study the phenomenon of population
distribution from a philosophical and spatial perspective, attempting to
move beyond the classical interpretation that links population
distribution solely to environmental and economic factors. It seeks a
deeper understanding that highlights the role of human perception of
place in decisions related to settlement or migration, The study is
based on a core hypothesis that humans do not choose locations
randomly, but rather based on a complex understanding of the place’s
nature, potential, symbolism, history, and its compatibility with their
cultural and social system .The research focuses on analyzing the
dialectical relationship between “place” as a geographic concept and
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“understanding” as a mental and cultural mechanism that guides
human settlement behavior. It reveals that population spread is closely
linked to how individuals value and interpret a place as a viable
habitat, not merely as a suitable geographic location, The study
concludes that geographic factors (such as environment, water,
climate, and location) do not operate in isolation from human
awareness; rather, their impact varies depending on how populations
perceive them and interpret their opportunities or threats. It also shows
that certain regions experience "population voids" not only due to
harsh natural conditions but also due to limited understanding or the
failure to integrate these areas into prevailing social perceptions, The
research adopts the behavioral approach, supported by a theoretical
framework that combines geographic and philosophical thought, along
with selected case studies to illustrate how human understanding of
place shapes patterns of population distribution, This study is a
contribution to expanding the horizon of population studies by
integrating geographic philosophy into the interpretation of population
behavior, and by opening the door to new approaches for analyzing
the relationship between people and place.

Keywords: Population Fragmentation, Meaning of Place, Spatial
Preference , Spatial Perception.
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