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The Saudi government's role in encouraging the transition to
a knowledge economy in light of some international
experiences
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Abstract:

This research examines the role of the Saudi government
in promoting the transition to a knowledge-based economy,
drawing insights from successful global experiences. A
knowledge economy relies on innovation and intellectual capital
as key drivers of growth, rather than traditional natural
resources. In line with Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia aims to
diversify its economy and reduce oil dependence by
strengthening education, scientific research, and technology. The
study highlights government efforts in this transition, including
digital infrastructure development, innovation support, and
educational reforms, while leveraging lessons from countries like
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South Korea, Ireland, and Malaysia. However, Saudi Arabia
faces challenges in this shift, such as heavy reliance on oil, weak
sectoral coordination, and a shortage of skilled professionals in
technological fields. Despite these obstacles, enabling factors
like political stability, advanced infrastructure, and significant
investments in research and development provide a strong
foundation. The study concludes by emphasizing the need to
enhance public-private partnerships, develop education programs
aligned with knowledge economy demands, and implement
effective intellectual property policies. Additionally, it
underscores the importance of adapting successful international
models to the local context to ensure a smooth transition toward
a sustainable and globally competitive knowledge-based
economy.
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