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Abstract:

The aim of this research was to identify the factors affecting
the academic achievement levels of primary and middle school
students in the national "Nafes" tests from the students'
perspectives. The study employed a descriptive analytical
approach, through which relevant literature and studies related to
the research wvariables were described and analyzed. A
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questionnaire was developed to identify the factors influencing
academic achievement, encompassing aspects related to the
learner, the teacher, the curriculum, the classroom and school
environment, and the student's socio-economic status. The
questionnaire was administered to a sample of 754 students from
schools affiliated with the Tuwaigq Education Office under the
Riyadh Education Administration. The results highlighted
significant factors impacting academic achievement related to the
learner, such as low motivation, weak reading comprehension
skills, frequent absences, and insufficient study time. Factors
related to the teacher were also identified, including the lack of
activities and exercises that promote thinking skills, limited
training on questions similar to the "Nafes" tests, and inadequate
use of technology. Regarding the curriculum, it was found that its
lack of appeal and challenging content negatively affected
student performance. Classroom and school environment issues,
such as the inability of schools to protect students from bullying,
high student density in classrooms, weak discipline and
adherence to rules, and the absence of a learning environment
that encourages research and exploration, were also noted.
Furthermore, the results indicated the impact of the student's
social and economic environment, such as the family's
indifference to the student's absenteeism and lack of interest in
the "Nafes" tests. Finally, solutions were proposed to address
these factors with the aim of improving academic achievement.
Keywords: academic performance, learning outcomes,
educational outputs, national targets, student performance
assessment.
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