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Abstract:

The study aimed to explore secondary school female
teachers’ perceptions regarding the challenges of teaching
higher-order thinking skills in light of PISA assessment
requirements. The research adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach and utilized a questionnaire consisting of 32 items
distributed across three domains. The questionnaire was
administered to a sample of 46 female teachers specializing in
Arabic language, science, and mathematics.The results revealed
that the overall mean of teachers’ perceptions concerning the
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challenges of teaching higher-order thinking skills was high,
with a total average of 4.16. The domain of “challenges related
to the school environment and educational system” ranked first
with a mean of 4.38, notably including overloaded curricula,
misalignment with higher-order thinking skills, and limited
assessment tools that support such skills. This was followed by
the domain of “challenges related to the teacher” with a mean of
4.26, including insufficient specialized training and a lack of
familiarity with PISA standards. Lastly, the “challenges related
to students” domain came in third, with a mean of 3.84, where
key challenges included low motivation and reliance on rote
learning.The study recommended the development of training
programs focused on thinking-based teaching strategies,
restructuring curricula to explicitly incorporate higher-order
thinking skills, updating assessment methods to align with PISA
requirements, and creating classroom environments that foster
active learning and analytical thinking.

Keywords: Perceptions, Challenges of Teaching Higher-Order
Thinking Skills, PISA Requirements, Secondary School Female
Teachers
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