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The Democratic School Leadership styles and Its
Relationship to Productive Thinking among Educational
Counselors from the Perspectives of Principals, Counselors,
and Teachers in public Schools in the Southern West Bank ,
Palestine
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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify school leadership styles—
particularly the democratic style—and its relationship with
productive thinking among educational counselors, from the
perspectives of principals, counselors, and teachers working in
public schools in the southern West Bank, Palestine.
The study employed a descriptive correlational approach and
was conducted on a randomly selected sample consisting of 266
principals, 157 counselors, and 412 teachers. The study
instruments included the Leadership Styles Scale (Ben Maatouq,
2021) and the Productive Thinking Scale (Al-Mashagbeh, 2021).
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The results indicated a high prevalence of the democratic
leadership style among school principals. They also showed that
the most common productive thinking skills among counselors—
according to principals and teachers—were inference and
interpretation. From the counselors’ perspective, however, the
order was interpretation followed by inference.The findings
further revealed a positive and direct correlation between the
democratic leadership style and productive thinking skills.
Additionally, the study found statistically significant differences
at the 0.05 level in the degree of democratic leadership in favor
of male participants, as well as significant differences based on
years of service, favoring those with 10 years or more of
experience. Moreover, there were significant differences in the
level of productive thinking skills according to academic
qualification, in favor of those holding a master’s degree or
higher.

Keywords: Leadership, Democratic Leadership, Productive
Thinking, Public Schools, Southern West Bank
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