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Research Summary

This research is a comparative analytical study of the approach of
knowledge and its sources between both al-Jahiz and al-Tawhidi, and
has been presented to highlight the wide distinction between them,
whether at the level of personal traits or from an intellectual
perspective. While Al-Jahiz was characterized by objectivity, al-
Tawhidi was overcome by subjectivity. Similarly, whilst al-Jahiz
would enjoy a strong presence, and a conscious and persistent essence,
al-Tawnhidi suffered from the torment of alienation and existential
anxiety. With the acknowledgment that al-Jahiz’s approach was
objective, concerned with reality, and the state in which things are, al-
Tawhidi’s approach however was subjective, concerned with the idea

and the example, and the state in which things should be.

Revealed within this research is the position occupied by al-Jahiz in
the advancement of science and knowledge, in addition to his literary
status and being the prince of Arab eloquence. Likewise, it has
revealed many other aspects of his personality, like his emergence as a
scholar who monitors and observes, a thinker who originates, theorises
and establishes rules, and a philosopher who investigates the ratios
legis of things and reveals their origins. Contrastingly, this study
discloses the excessiveness that surrounded the status of al-Tawhidi,
and the titles that were attached to him that have no truth behind them;

that he was no more than a writer and narrator who relied upon taking
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from the scholars as his methodology, and that it was his literary skill
which enabled him to simplify his presentation of philosophical
knowledge, and hence he was at the forefront of writers who made

philosophy accessible to everyone.

This study also serves to highlight the contributions of al-Jahiz and his
various efforts in the domain of elevation by means of knowledge,
which exceeded the contributions of al-Tawhidi and advanced the
establishment of the methodology of scepticism, and a complete
approach to ratiocination, and theorizing the process of interpretation,
in addition to his efforts in the field of eloguence and Arabic rhetoric.
It has also revealed his efforts in developing the first building blocks
of modern science, alongside presenting one of two aspects of
creativity and distinction which he was to possess, namely his ability

to combine the metaphysical and natural aspects at the same time.
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