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P.0. BOX No.® o 130, ROUTE DE FERNEY » 1211 GENEVA 26 » TELEPHONE: (622) 333400 o TELEX: 23423 OIK CH o CABLE: OIKOUMENE GENEV.
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

PROGRAMME UNIT ON FAITH AND WITNESS
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and ldeologies

November 19, 1976
JBT/1w

Mohamsad bin'Sasd din Abdul Raman
41 Azisiyah-

Behind Asisiyah Secondary School
Necca Al Mokarana

Saudi Arabdia

Dear Mr. Mohammed bin Ssad bin Abdul Rahman,

I was very interested to receive information about your
resource project. I am slysys happy to know of Muslims who
are undertaking a serious study of Christianity, just as I
an constantly encouraging Christians to undsrtake a sympathe-
tic study of Islam.

Plesse nocept the enclosed books as a token of my encourage-
ment, If you read carefully the books of Bishop Brown you will
find answers to slmost all your questions. But if you still bave
diffioculties with some of these questions, please do write back.

With wvarm good wishes,

Yours fratermally,
L uda (’L"f /.-.(;
Dr. John B. Taylor

dicsated but not personmally
signed due to absence

Encl.
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DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY
HALIFAX, NOVA STOTIA
DEPARTMENY OF RELIGION CANADA
huttilatuds i

January 10, 1977

H.H. Prince Muhammad ibn Sa‘d ibn ‘Abd al-Rehman
Sharia’ College

King Abdulaziz University

Mecca, Su‘idi Arabia

Your Highness:

During the autumn there arrived on my desk (forwarded from the
Institute of Islamic Studies at McGill University, of which I was
formerly Director) a note enclosing a questionnaire on questions of
Christian theology, in relation to Islamic thought. I found the
questions extraordinarily interesting, and deserving careful answers.
Answers could not be, however, straightforward, as is always the case
in any attempt to correlate thinking between two different cultural
outlooks, and especially between two systems of thought so fundamental
as the Islamic and the Christian. It is ons of the fundamental chal-
lenges in the comparative study of culture, and especially inh the
comparative study of religion, to attempt to construct statements that
will be valid simultaneously in two or more conceptual systems. Every
proposition has meaning only within some intellectual framework; so
that when two such frameworks are considered together, the only possi-
bilities seem to be three: to construct a statement that will be
meaningful and valid only within one of them, or within the other, or
else within some third framework. If this third framework is outside
both the other two, this is no advance, and may be worse. To construct
a new framework that will comprehend both the preceding systems is not
easy.

It so happens that this past temm I have been exceptionally under
pressure -- partly because in addition to my duties at Dalhousie I had
a number of outside responsibilities, including a fortnightly visit to
Harvard where I was conducting a seminar. The result was that I did not
find the leisure requisite tc giving your guestionnaire the careful
effort that would be required to constitute and in any sense adequate
answer. I trust that you will forgive my slowmess.

This coming term I expect to be less distracted. The rest of this
month, and the early part of February, are already committed, but very
soon thereafter I will turn to your query and endeavour to respond.
Please accept this interim reply as an indication that, far from ignoring
your request, I have taken it sufficiently seriously that I have felt
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that it deserved a more careful answer than I have yet found time to give

it.
Sincerely, yours,
TN
y &AL‘M
N
Wilfred Cantwell Shith
McCulloch Professor of Religion
Chairman
WCS:js
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19 October 1976

€ Civitate Vaticana, die ...

SECRETARIATUS PRO KON CHRISTIANIS

Prot. N. ... 6571

(in resporsions flat mentio huivs numerl)

Dear Sir,

I have the pleasure to inform you that yo.> kind letter
of last September requesting some information about ‘he origin
and the content of Christian Faith has been submitted to the
attention -of the Holy Father, Paul VI.

His Holiness entrusted me, in my capacity of Vice-
President of the Vatican Commission for religious relations
with Moslems, to give an answer to your questions,

I am delighted for this occasion of dialogue at scient:
fic level,

First of all I have written for you a short paper
about the origins of the Gospels. Please read it and give
your comments (Encl. 1).

Secondly, for your general information, I take the
liberty to send you a brief presentation of the faith of the
Catholic Church (Encl. 2).

In the next weeks I hope to be in condition to send
you a book written in arabic language, giving basic informa-
tion on the person of Jesus, his work, his resurrection and
Divinity.

Dear friend, I am very happy for this occasion of
sharing with you what I know about Christianity. I will be
very pleased to know something more about Islam, which is
very appreciated and respected by the Catholic Church.
Besides I would be very happy to welcome you in Rome and
make your personal acquaintance.

God bless you and our common efforts to reconcile
men with God and with themselves in the name of God.

Yours Sincerely

Peches Rotran. o

Mr. Mohammad bin Saad bin Abdul Rahman £2
Al-Aziziyah Behind Aziziyah Secondary School e
Mecca ‘Al Mokarama

Saudi Arabia
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CARDINAL'S RESIDENCE
2101 COMMONWEACTH AVENUE
BRIGHTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02135

December' 1'l, 1976

His Highness

Prince Mohamed Bin Saad Bin Abdulrahman
Sharia' College

King Abdulaziz University

Mecca, Saudi Arabia

Your Highness:

Through the kindness of Ghazi Abdul-Jawad, Assistant
Educational Attaché of the Saudi Arabian Educational
Mission to the United States and Canada, I have
received the questionaire you prepared in connection
with your master's degree thesis, With this letter,

I am happy to return to you some answers to the
questions which I trust will be helpful.

With kindest personal regards and a hearty blessing,
I remain

Devotedly yours in Our Lord,

Archbishop of Boston

YYo
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3 juin 77

Panie, Le

INSTITUT PROTESTANT DE THEOLOGIE

Feculté Libre de Théologie Protestante de Paris
93, bovievatd Arsgo. 76014 PARIS
TéMphone : 331-61-84

Monsieur,

Vous 8llez recevoir aujourd'hui les réponses 3 vos 28 question
C'ast le professsur DUMAS qui s accepté de prendre ls temps de me les
dicter. De novembrs & juin, cela fait un gros retard, mais vous
conviendrez que cela demendait un petit effort.

oys sommes contents si cet échange tisse un lien entre l'Arabie
et la Faculté de Théologie de Paris. Ecrivez-nous & 1'occasion pour
nous dire comment se passe votre théss et peut-8tre pourrez-vous
mlme nous sn envoyer un exemplaire.

Veuillez accepter l'assurance de toute mon amitié.

La Secrétaire
Jacqueline fischer

‘. r'.'na"l
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The First Church of Christ, Scientist i

Manager, Committees on Publication

September 23, 1976

H.H. Prince Mohammad bin Saad bin Abdul Rahman
Sharia' College

King Abdul Aziz University

Mecca Al Mukarama, Saudi Arabia

Sir:
The editor of«The Christian Science Monitor forwarded

your research questionnaire to this office, which serves as
a source of public information on our denomination.

We are glad to enclose a pamphlet, "Facts about
Christian Science," which contains a brief summary of our
religious teachings. The pamphlet deals specifically with
a number of the questions you raise.

Rather than elaborate on each of your questions indi-
vidually, we are sending by separate mail a copy of the
Christian Science textbook, Science and Health with., Key to
the Scriptures by Mary Baker y. is book is the basic
statement of our teachings, and it provides a much more
comprehensive view of Christian Science and of its answers
to many of your questions than would be possible in a

letter. If you would be interested in having other source
material as well, please let us know.

Christian Science is wholly rooted in Christianity;
at the same time, Christian Science departs from the
teachings of other Christian denominations in several
respects. For instance, although the life and teaching of
Christ Jesus are central to Christian Science, Christian
Scientists do not regard Jesus as God. e

Some of the deeply held convictions which Christian
Scientists do have in common with other Christians (and
with followers of non-Christian faiths) are expressed in a
section of the "Facts" pamphlet on pages 19-21. We hope
the information in Science and Health along with that in
"Facts" will be useFul to you in preparing your master's
thesis.

Yours respectfully,

N

A. W. Phinney
Assistant Manager
Committees on Publication

Enclosure

THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER, BOSTON, MA. U.S.A. 02115, (617) 262-2300, CABLE ALPHOMECA BOSTON
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