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Conversion Disorders

Conversion Disorder:
Facts & Figures

= More common in:
= rural populations
= lower SES
= less medically/psychologically sophisticated
= women than men (2-10x)

= In women, sx are much more common on the left than
right side of the body

= 11-500 out of 100,000 in general population meet criteria
for conversion disorder

= 3% of outpatient referrals to mental health clinics

= 1-14% of medical/surgical inpatients

= Onset: late childhood through early adulthood; rarely
before 10 or after 35
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