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Changing the kiblah
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Prophet Mohammed, peace upon him, and the
Muslims, when praying, used to direct their faces towards
‘Al-Agsa’ Mosque in Jerusalem in Palestine. Thus,
‘Al-Agsa’ Mosque is the first of the two kiblahs and the

third of The Two Holy Mosques. It is, also, cherished by
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Prophet Mohamed was sent on a journey by night from
The Holy Mosque in Mecca to ‘Al-Agsa’ Mosque in
Jerusalem .Then; he ascended to the seventh heaven
in his eternal journey of ‘Al Isra Wal Miraj’ (Travel by
night and ascension to the seventh heaven). One prayer

in ‘Al-Agsa’ Mosque equals e
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‘Al masjid al Haram’ (The Holy Mosque) is where the
Scared Kaaba located. Muslims circulate around Kaaba

when performing the rituals of Hajj. Muslims all over

the world direct their faces towards the Kaaba when

praying.
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Although prophet Mohamed used to direct his face
towards ‘Al-Agsa’ Mosque, the sacred Kaaba was in
front of him as well. This was before changing the

kiblah towards the sacred Kaaba.
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Prophet Mohamed migrated to El Madina. He spent
there 17 months directing his face towards ‘Al-Aqsa’

Mosque when praying. At that time the Kaaba was

behind him. He wanted so much the Kaaba to be the
kiblah.
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Prophet Mohamed used to supplicate to Allah and turn
his face towards the heavens hoping that Allah might
send his commands to change the kiblah. One day
Allah responded to the supplication of his Prophet and

sent His commands to change the kiblah.
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That was in the middle of Rajab (and it was said in the
middle of Shaaban).In the second year After Hijrah.
Prophet Mohamed and his companions were very happy.

They obeyed the commands of Allah and directed their

faces towards Kaaba in the Noon Prayer.
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Some Muslims were praying in a mosque called “Bani
Salama Mosque’, they knew about the matter of changing
the kiblah during their prayers. They, at once directed

their faces towards Mecca and this Mosque was known

later as the mosque of the two kiblahs.
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As for the Muslims who were praying in “Qibaa Mosque”,
they didn't know about the matter of changing the
kiblah until the next day when they were praying the
Morning Prayer. One of the companions of the Prophet

informed them that some verses were revealed to

Prophet Mohammed ordering him and the Muslims to

change the kiblah.
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They, all, at once, responded and
directed their faces towards the
new kiblah. No one took time to

think or hesitated to obey the

== orders of Allah. This reflects their

strong belief
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Some companions were worried about the praying of
their parents who died and were directing their faces
towards‘Al-Agsa’ Mosque. Prophet Mohammed calmed
them down and told them that their praying was

accepted as the orders of Allah concerning the changing

of the kiblah were revealed after their death.
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The Jews were amazed. Although they were sure that
prophet Mohammed was revealing the truth as his

qualities were mentioned in their holy books, they

asked him in wonder and denial how he could give up
the old kiblah.
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It was not only the Jews who denied the change of
the kiblah, but also the hypocrites, the stupid narrow

minded and the unbelievers of Mecca. They all denied

the matter of changing the kiblah.
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Allah, almighty, who created those people and knew
well what they might say, answered back their inquiries

and denial in His Quran. This happened even before

they would utter a word. This proves the truthfulness

of Quran and of the Prophet mission.
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All Muslims wherever they are at any spot on the vast
earth direct their faces towards Kaaba in Mecca while

praying. Directing their faces towards the Kaaba is one

of the conditions of the correct praying.




