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Shura (Consultation) between Text and History
Abstract

The essence of the state in Islam is to be a public office that maintains the
sovereignty of the ummah and a system that takes care of religious and civic interests.
The system and institutions of this state are means to attain purposes of Islamic law.
The importance of the state, its durability and stability, are closely linked to its ability to
fulfill these purposes. The established principle in Islam is to have a government
through a free choice, or Shura. The concept of Shura is under continuous renewal and
its practice varies depending on different conditions needed to achieve purposes set out
by the Wise Legislator (Almighty God).

This study examines the renewing concept of shura in history based on the
original text, and reveals the various theories and practices of Islamic thought in
different stages of its history, highlighting the unique system of Shura.

Keywards: Shura (public consultation), State, Governance, Authority, Selection,
Citizenship, Politics.
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Critique of Secularization Thesis in Western and Islamic Contexts

Abstract

This study seeks to highlight some of the current critical responses addressed to
the secularization thesis as reflected in Western and Islamic contexts. It provides
definitions of secularism, secularization and the secularization thesis in an attempt to
evaluate its origins, major thinkers and historical development in the West. It also finds
that secularism has a long formative history and that the return of religion to the global
scene has played a decisive role in refuting its thesis.

The study scrutinizes the unfairness and encroachment that secularism has caused
to both religion and human existence. It also notes the need to re-address the heritage of
the Enlightenment, and to link that heritage to political theory and international relations
in order to develop a better understanding of our contemporary world.

Keywords: Secularism, Secularization, Secularization theory, Critique of the
Secularization Thesis.
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Milestones of Terminological Renewal of Taha Abdul Rahman
Abstract

This study deals with the important milestones that characterize efforts of Taha
Abdel Rahman in renewing Arabic terminology. It discovers that the most important
key of this renewal is to link the term and its semantics to its linguistic origin. Further, it
connects it to contextual usage and conceptual fields. The conceptual field of the terms
includes a group of interrelated terms that come in symmetry or concordance. Efforts of
Taha Abdul Rahman in terminology have been characterized by using comprehensive
Avrabic terminology resources and tributaries in the development of terms and sub-
terms, such as: exploitation of the Arab lexicon, property of derivation that characterizes
Arabic language and the Qur'anic terminology that controls semantic borders and
concepts of terms.

Key words: Terminology, Concept, Translation, Foundation, Communication.
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Values between Realistic Action and Authority of the Reference:
Sociological Approach to the Arabic Novel

Abstract

This study approaches Arabic novel in its relation to society and its values, and its
compatibility with the prevailing norms in the society that the Arab writer writes for. It
dismantles the implicit intellectual foundations in the text, whether they agree with
frame of reference of the society or contradict it — with a view of changing it. The study
addresses following questions: how values appear in the artistic expression? Does
ideology have authority over writing? Do values possess an aesthetics element? How
reality appear in text of the novel? To what extent can the writer cope with these
realities?

The study answers these questions using sociological methodology, as it enables
understanding the relationship between art of the novel and dialectics of reality and
authority.

Keywords: Novel, Discourse, Frame of Reference, Ideology, Text.
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