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Values between Realistic Action and Authority of the Reference:
Sociological Approach to the Arabic Novel

Abstract

This study approaches Arabic novel in its relation to society and its values, and its
compatibility with the prevailing norms in the society that the Arab writer writes for. It
dismantles the implicit intellectual foundations in the text, whether they agree with
frame of reference of the society or contradict it — with a view of changing it. The study
addresses following questions: how values appear in the artistic expression? Does
ideology have authority over writing? Do values possess an aesthetics element? How
reality appear in text of the novel? To what extent can the writer cope with these
realities?

The study answers these questions using sociological methodology, as it enables
understanding the relationship between art of the novel and dialectics of reality and
authority.

Keywords: Novel, Discourse, Frame of Reference, Ideology, Text.
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