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A Maqasid Approach to Ijtihad: 

Resolution of Conflicting Narrations of Hadith and the Interpretation of Text 

 

Abstract 

The paper proposes using a methodology of maqasid (intent) in making ijtihad, and 

introduces examples for the realization of maqasid of the Islamic law. The applications 

at hand are two prime juridical issues namely, the resolution of conflicting narrations of 

Hadith, and the understanding of the intent of the text. The paper criticizes the reasoning 

methodology that restricts itself to the literal implications of the text and not their 

intended meanings, as well as the methodology that “historicizes” the revealed text 

based on separating the signified from the signifier or the so-called “deconstruction” 

process. 

Keywords: Maqasid (purposes of Islamic law), juridical reasoning, resolving 

opposition, implications, deconstruction, historicism.  
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21 Winquist and Taylor, Encyclopedia of Postmodernism, p.178. 
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New York: Routledge, 2001 
23 Abu Zaid, Nasr Hamed "Divine Attributes in the Qur'an," in Islam and 

Modernity: Muslim Intellectuals Respond, Edited by. John Cooper, 

Ronald L. Nettler and Mohamed Mahmoud, London: I.B.Tauris, 1998. 
24 Ebrahim Moosa, "The Poetics and Politics of Law after Empire: 

Reading Women's Rights in the Contestations of Law," UCLA Journal 

of Islamic and Near Eastern Law, no. 1 (fall/winter) (2002). 
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�a"� ��<Sn" �̄  B�/  "���
#� ��<Sn ."  
 �����%�� B���8� ����
V W+ ����%T  @����n� {�-
����a"� B���& @���)S#� k���S
)� �S���a7+ �X���PV W+ Z@���5�/

# ��-��`8 ����-:V ����+ "/ �������a"� "/ {�-
���a"� ! �k��Sn "/  d�	��T @���n� �������a"� @��S�
��&-��| z+ ���P��2)? z+ ���V�T �����%)&  H7����I�� ! k��S
�� y����7� ���­'/) W' B��:�� ����7� �����c /+

�Î��| (���i��� W���2Vj�/  �����2V ����)T  ���� ���%)T  ���V�T ����.n ����18 ������
������)& �����C� 6-? .
����S�� W' =����8 @������¸� �������/ 6������N' ! �����2PV W»-����
�� @� Ri����& =�����/�  XG�-
�����a� @����S�� �����


 �����#� Û7������ �����/ (��)& �����C� -N���e� F' -��:��� ���P� (��)& ���%�<�  ®���aC�8� �V�����a
F���<�/� F���<� �����n =��*� B��� :{�̂_��̀a�b�c��ed�f�g����������h�i�j�kz 

)d��)#� :~( _n���V {�-
���a"� �	��
 W' $���
� ���?� ��p7 ����VC B��� -��V � ���� ! ���� ��7���S? ���° �
W�e��� �
��`�� ()& �G�J�� ��2�
� W+ -`�)� XPe� �VC .D�)�2���?  Wm'   k�S
�� ����2�8

�������/ �����"� ! ���
#� =�<P�� ®�a+  H�-
�2#� ���
%)� �)��e�� ���5�/.  
                                                 

vs ��µ+  ����%�� B��8�D���)5� ����& � .B
;;����� 74(;;�� B
;;�L��� 7#�;;� �;;�2�
� �! �;;�L��� �;;���� ���;;�O E��. @���
g :
H-
�
��  ��a ��|7 �%� :  ��%�� B8� ���e�s¨tsz  ¤~¥  ws¬.  

vw ²�iJ��  H-��>���  @8�a k�-�  ¤s¥  st~.  
v~ �A�`��  ���2�
���  @8�a k�-�  ¤s¥  w¨.  



������� 9���
� =��� :­+ �I
#� ��"�/ ;7�<��� =>0�m�        H��& -a�� 

 

f0 

��O��:  

(��)& H������� ������5�/ �����.
�� B��e�/  H������ ����8�N ��&-��`�� ¥���I��� z����C� -��� .
����? ����8  Wm'   B���& ¤-���] " ±���> ������.
�� d���)�� z����e>+ ��������a" ½����.�� ��������� B����

��&-���`�� �����
#� 7���2� ."/  �����.�+ ���8  ½����.� z������ ²�����C�/ X���
P�� -���:��� �����Ã B���
�����"� d�m .  

 /�n � R-<�> W/-���<#� W/����©� {��%)<�� ��
7�N+ L��� 6����
�V"� À<��� ������ ;$� 
����� �W+ ������/  ������)
��� ���
P�� $����+ ¾
  ������ F' k���-� " ���
P�� $����+ =G���2� D��:<�

 /  �
��I
�/ �<�-�`�� ��%e>��­'  ¥���I��� O��P�+ B�� z��e>C� ������a� 7��� $��> 7/���
 ����/+ ��G�S&'/– ���V��>+� H���I
#� X���-#�/ E��<#� (�)& . =G��a/ À�<8 ������ $/���� ¯

�����
#� �������"�/ ��������� z����P� �-��A/  ����"��� ����.n $���� B��� 9"���I
#� ����"�"  
 �W+ ®����a+ (���)&  =G����2#� À���<8 ! ����
��S� (���)& ����)*�+ ,-����/  ! ½���a/ ¾������ ������
#�

¥�I��� �8��N B� @)S�� $"��a"�  k�n���� 6���J�� k�� 7/��/ . ������� ������ ���n�/
  ;7���<��� =��5T=����� q��2��� d����2� B��&  ���
/ "+ ��8 k��%´�#� 0 ����/ B��� ;7���<� @���
g

 /  �/-���:�� �������� (���)& ������
#� W����T ���������� ������
#� D����? @����-A B���& d����mp ����:>�
��I
#� ¤7���� 7���&�/  ��I
#� ������ 7���&�/  ���
#�.  




