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A Magqasid Approach to Ijtihad:
Resolution of Conflicting Narrations of Hadith and the Interpretation of Text

Abstract

The paper proposes using a methodology of magasid (intent) in making ijtihad, and
introduces examples for the realization of magqasid of the Islamic law. The applications
at hand are two prime juridical issues namely, the resolution of conflicting narrations of
Hadith, and the understanding of the intent of the text. The paper criticizes the reasoning
methodology that restricts itself to the literal implications of the text and not their
intended meanings, as well as the methodology that “historicizes” the revealed text
based on separating the signified from the signifier or the so-called “deconstruction”
process.

Keywords: Magqgasid (purposes of Islamic law), juridical reasoning, resolving
opposition, implications, deconstruction, historicism.
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