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Barthes, R. (1972) Mythologies , London: Vintage.

We used an extract from this highly influential work earlier in this chapter but
the other articles are of great interest. The ‘Myth today’ article introduces
Barthes’s ideas and these are expanded further in his other essays as he looks
at soap detergent advertisements and also wrestling, areas that are still
pertinent today. Also of interest is Barthes’s article ‘The rhetoric of the
image’, taken from his 1977 work Image, Music, Text . This essay looks at
myths in modern advertising, problems with the semiotics of images and the
way in which an Italian pasta advertisement connotes a sense of ‘Italianicity’.

Berger, J. (1972) Ways of Seeing, Harmondsworth: Penguin.

Based on the BBC television series of the same name from the early 1970s,
Berger’s Ways of Seeing might seem a little outdated but it is still an
important resource for the media scholar who wishes to understand the lineage
behind some of the cultural ideas represented in visual images. Though it is
generally concerned with fine art, the final essay on publicity and advertising
is of particular interest.

Bignell, J. (2002) Media Semiotics: an Introduction, Manchester: Manchester
University Press.

An indispensable book for those who wish to further their understanding of
semiotics. Bignell carefully takes the reader through the process of
semiological analysis, introducing different techniques and providing
numerous examples drawn from all manner of media. He offers in-depth
analyses of men’s magazines, reality television shows and mobile phone text
messaging.

Hill, C.A. and Helmers, M.H. (2003) Defining Visual Rhetorics, London:
Lawrence Erlbaum.

Offering numerous contemporary and historical examples, Defining Visual
Rhetorics looks at the persuasive techniques employed in media texts. The
book opens with a study of Thomas E. Franklin’s photograph from 11
September 2001, ‘Firefighters at Ground Zero’, and goes on to offer analyses
of Hitchcock’s Vertigo , magazines and political rhetoric. Though the
examples are mainly American, this work is still of great value for those
understanding media rheortic. Also, see Barry Brummett (2011) Rhetoric in
Popular Culture (London: Sage) for a similar tom
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Altman, R. (1999) Film/Genre, London: British Film Institute.
A commonly referenced title when discussing film genre. Altman looks at how
both audiences and producers make use of genre but is particularly interested
in how different groups apply different meanings to genres. Previous works in
this field had assumed film audiences to be passive yet Altman proposes that
they are active in their consumption of film genres. Altman discusses how
genres are born, how they develop, how they become mixed and also how to
study them. Examples from numerous different genres are provided. This is
the starting point for genre for the new media scholar.

Bordwell, D. and Thompson, K. (2003) Film Art: An Introduction , Boston:

London, McGraw-Hill.
Now in its eighth edition, Film Art is considered to be the most worthy starting
point for film scholars as it provides an introduction to the key concepts
required when studying and analysing film. Part three is entirely devoted to the
study of genres and how they can be analysed. Detailed examples of the
documentary, experimental and animated film genres are provided. No serious
scholar of film should be without this important work.

Borthwick, S. and Moy, R. (2004) Popular Music Genres: An Introduction,

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Borthwick and Moy offer an introduction to popular music genre. The book
takes a ‘unidisciplinary’ approach to studying music genre, providing textual
analyses of the following 11 specific music genres: soul, funk, psychedelia,
progressive, punk, reggae, synthpop, heavy metal, rap, indie and jungle. In
addition, the context of these music genres is studied in order to gain an
understanding of the historical importance of genre. Though some genres are
neglected at the expense of others it still offers the reader detailed critical
analysis of music genre.

Giltrow, Janet and Stein, Dieter (eds.) (2009) Genres in the Internet: Issues in

Genre , John
Benjamins Publishing, Philadelphia. This book offers a range of essays on the
generic challenges of online sites such as blogs and other aspects of computer-
mediated communication. It is useful in framing these analyses with concepts
and frameworks drawn from rhetorical studies and in attempting a snapshot of
the dynamic nature of the web and its changing forms, bringing well-
established ideas to bear upon the core communicative aspects of online
spaces.
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Murray, J. (1998) Hamlet on the Holodeck: The Future of Narrative in

Cyberspace, Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press.
Murray explores the way in which digital technology challenges traditional
narrative organisation. She focuses on the nature of interactive technologies
and the new spaces afforded by hypertext links. This is a highly theoretical
work in many respects but one that attempted to get to grips with the
ramifications of the internet when it was still in its infancy. New researchers
will find it useful to consider how their own media consumption might
confirm and update some of the insights in this book.

Neale, S. (1999) Genre and Hollywood , London: Routledge.
Along with Altman (1999), Neale revived the study of film genre in this
accessible work that serves as a comprehensive introduction to the field of film
genre in Hollywood cinema. The first chapter offers definitions of genre,
introducing relevant concepts. Most scholars will find Neale’s detailed
analyses of major Hollywood film genres to be of great interest, particularly
focusing on the problematic categorising of the film noir genre. Like Altman,
Neale is keen to stress the importance of genre when considering the economic
purpose it serves for major Hollywood studios.
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Celebrity Studies (Taylor & Francis).
A journal that focuses on the critical exploration of celebrity, stardom and
fame. The journals takes an inter-disciplinary approach in assessing celebrity
via various media forms, historical periods and national contexts. The journal
explores issues in the production, circulation and consumption of fame.

Cottle, S. (ed.) (2000) Ethnic Minorities and the Media , London: Open
University Press.
A collection of articles that each study the representation of ethnic minorities
in the mass media. A useful introductory section outlines recent developments
in the field and topics such as ethnic minority television, image and the public
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sphere in multi-ethnic societies are explored in the book. Of particular worth is
Teun van Dijk’s discourse analysis of race in British newspapers. A most
helpful discussion of key concepts and terms is also provided.

Craig, S. (ed.) (1992), Men, Masculinity and the Media , London: Sage.
Femininity and the role of women in media texts is a commonly discussed
subject in a range of academic work. However, the study of masculinity is, in
comparison, a relatively new area. Craig’s Men, Masculinity and the Media
provides the reader with carefully selected articles ranging from studies on
gender performance in heavy metal, male comic book heroes and men in sport.
For those with a particular interest in the area, a thorough bibliography is
provided that carefully surveys the field. Though there have been some recent
developments in this area of study, this work is still a worthy introduction for
scholars.

Dyer, R. (1997) White , London: Routledge.
A seminal work in the field of representation. Dyer is interested in how ‘white’
people are labelled as such even though they are not physically that colour. In
a series of essays Dyer uses numerous examples taken from film, photography
and advertising for analysis. In these he tries to understand what different
constructions of whiteness exist in the media and how these might shape
people’s perceptions. The section on the association of whiteness and death in
horror films will be of worth to those who are interested in horror cinema.

Dyer, R. and McDonald, P. (1982) Stars , London: BFI Publishing.
Another important work by Dyer and McDonald that is arguably the first true
academic work devoted to the study of stardom. Particular attention is given to
Hollywood film stars such as Marilyn Monroe, Jane Fonda and Al Pacino and
the construction of image. Though some of these examples might seem a little
outdated, the theories and observations still apply when relating them to the
stars of today. The most recent edition of this work offers an additional chapter
written by Paul McDonald that discusses recent developments in the field of
stardom since this work was published.

Haskell, M. (1974) From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women in the

Movies , New York: Holt, Rinchart & Winston.
An oft-cited and highly regarded feminist critique of the role of women in
film, Haskell’s accessible writing style makes this a useful starting point for
those who are interested in the representation of women in Hollywood film.
Though originally published in 1974, From Reverence to Rape offers
numerous examples from well-known films such as The Wizard of Oz to look
at how Hollywood film helped to marginalise women, providing them with
role models that reinforced patriarchal values. Haskell does not just look at the
role of women in film but also at how women use film. The most recent
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edition of the classic study includes a new chapter on recent developments of
the role of women in film.

Tagg, J. (1988) The Burden of Representation: Essays on Photographies and

Histories , Basingstoke: Macmillan.
Disposing with the idea that photographs are purely used to document and
merely capture reality Tagg draws on the work of Michel Foucault and uses
semiotics to study how institutions have used photography to impose order.
Using examples such as police mugshots, passport photographs and licences,
Tagg argues that photography is more than just a secondary medium and
should be considered a powerful ideological tool in power relations.
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Aitken, 1. (2001) European Film Theory and Cinema: A Critical Introduction ,
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
This study examines the dominant approaches to realism as a concept in
European film. Aitken looks at different forms of European cinema since the
1900s, such as the Soviet montage, Weimar cinema, nouvelle vague and the
Italian neo-realism movement, and how they have been studied in academic
work. The varied ideas of realism in film are discussed in detail and this

serves as a challenging but rewarding introduction for studying realism in
film.

Bignell, J. (2005) Big Brother: Reality TV in the Twenty-first Century ,
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
Of all the current spate of works on the subject of Big Brother and reality
television this one has particular value as it encompasses a range of pertinent
issues surrounding this popular genre of programming. While providing a
useful overview of the genre Bignell also considers Big Brother and its
relation to the cult of celebrity and surveillance. Not just focusing on
analysing the text, Bignell discusses how the popularity of reality television
reflects changes in contemporary television production. Accessible and well
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written, this book is a worthy starting point for those interested in
contemporary reality television.

Ellis, J. (2000) Seeing Things: Television in the Age of Uncertainty , London:
L.B. Tauris.
Ellis argues that television, along with other media, has allowed the audience
to be witnesses to events and offer us perspectives on how we might
understand the world in which we live. He is also interested in how we use
other programming to detract from the serious real-world content we
consume. He sees there being three stages in the development of television
programming: scarcity, availability and plenty. Now the viewer is faced with
a wealth of programming, along with interactive capabilities, that, for them,
means that television is taking on a new social role. At heart are important
questions about how we experience ‘real’ events on television.

Perry, 1. (2004) Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop ,
Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
Perry, both a scholar and a fan of hip hop music, analyses lyrics taken from
songs by musicians such as Ice Cube, Public Enemy, Outkast, Tupak Shakur
and Lauryn Hill to consider the cultural implications of this popular music
genre. Even though she admits that some of the content contained in these
songs can be found to be worrying by many, she believes that they offer a
certain authenticity that has cultural importance for the consumers of hip hop
music. This is a valuable source for those interested in realism in popular
music.

Winston, B. (2000) Lies, Damn Lies and Documentaries , London: British Film
Institute.
A study of ethics in contemporary documentary film-making, Winston takes
the Griesonian perspective of documentary making and considers what the
current ethical guidelines for documentary makers might be. Using the moral
panic surrounding the faked scenes in the 1997 British television
documentary The Connection , the catalyst for the book, Winston sees this as
calling into question the freedom of expression for the documentary film-
maker. The question of media ethics is a difficult area of study particularly
in relation to artistic freedom and the compromises it might have on realism,
yet Winston raises many interesting questions that are important for the
thinking media student to consider. His earlier work Claiming the Real: The
Documentary Film Revisited (1995) may also be of interest.
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