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Barthes, R. (1972) Mythologies , London: Vintage.

We used an extract from this highly influential work earlier in this chapter but
the other articles are of great interest. The ‘Myth today’ article introduces
Barthes’s ideas and these are expanded further in his other essays as he looks
at soap detergent advertisements and also wrestling, areas that are still
pertinent today. Also of interest is Barthes’s article ‘The rhetoric of the
image’, taken from his 1977 work Image, Music, Text . This essay looks at
myths in modern advertising, problems with the semiotics of images and the
way in which an Italian pasta advertisement connotes a sense of ‘Italianicity’.

Berger, J. (1972) Ways of Seeing, Harmondsworth: Penguin.

Based on the BBC television series of the same name from the early 1970s,
Berger’s Ways of Seeing might seem a little outdated but it is still an
important resource for the media scholar who wishes to understand the lineage
behind some of the cultural ideas represented in visual images. Though it is
generally concerned with fine art, the final essay on publicity and advertising
is of particular interest.

Bignell, J. (2002) Media Semiotics: an Introduction, Manchester: Manchester
University Press.

An indispensable book for those who wish to further their understanding of
semiotics. Bignell carefully takes the reader through the process of
semiological analysis, introducing different techniques and providing
numerous examples drawn from all manner of media. He offers in-depth
analyses of men’s magazines, reality television shows and mobile phone text
messaging.

Hill, C.A. and Helmers, M.H. (2003) Defining Visual Rhetorics, London:
Lawrence Erlbaum.

Offering numerous contemporary and historical examples, Defining Visual
Rhetorics looks at the persuasive techniques employed in media texts. The
book opens with a study of Thomas E. Franklin’s photograph from 11
September 2001, ‘Firefighters at Ground Zero’, and goes on to offer analyses
of Hitchcock’s Vertigo , magazines and political rhetoric. Though the
examples are mainly American, this work is still of great value for those
understanding media rheortic. Also, see Barry Brummett (2011) Rhetoric in
Popular Culture (London: Sage) for a similar tom



