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Altman, R. (1999) Film/Genre, London: British Film Institute.
A commonly referenced title when discussing film genre. Altman looks at how
both audiences and producers make use of genre but is particularly interested
in how different groups apply different meanings to genres. Previous works in
this field had assumed film audiences to be passive yet Altman proposes that
they are active in their consumption of film genres. Altman discusses how
genres are born, how they develop, how they become mixed and also how to
study them. Examples from numerous different genres are provided. This is
the starting point for genre for the new media scholar.

Bordwell, D. and Thompson, K. (2003) Film Art: An Introduction , Boston:

London, McGraw-Hill.
Now in its eighth edition, Film Art is considered to be the most worthy starting
point for film scholars as it provides an introduction to the key concepts
required when studying and analysing film. Part three is entirely devoted to the
study of genres and how they can be analysed. Detailed examples of the
documentary, experimental and animated film genres are provided. No serious
scholar of film should be without this important work.

Borthwick, S. and Moy, R. (2004) Popular Music Genres: An Introduction,

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Borthwick and Moy offer an introduction to popular music genre. The book
takes a ‘unidisciplinary’ approach to studying music genre, providing textual
analyses of the following 11 specific music genres: soul, funk, psychedelia,
progressive, punk, reggae, synthpop, heavy metal, rap, indie and jungle. In
addition, the context of these music genres is studied in order to gain an
understanding of the historical importance of genre. Though some genres are
neglected at the expense of others it still offers the reader detailed critical
analysis of music genre.

Giltrow, Janet and Stein, Dieter (eds.) (2009) Genres in the Internet: Issues in

Genre , John
Benjamins Publishing, Philadelphia. This book offers a range of essays on the
generic challenges of online sites such as blogs and other aspects of computer-
mediated communication. It is useful in framing these analyses with concepts
and frameworks drawn from rhetorical studies and in attempting a snapshot of
the dynamic nature of the web and its changing forms, bringing well-
established ideas to bear upon the core communicative aspects of online
spaces.
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Murray, J. (1998) Hamlet on the Holodeck: The Future of Narrative in

Cyberspace, Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press.
Murray explores the way in which digital technology challenges traditional
narrative organisation. She focuses on the nature of interactive technologies
and the new spaces afforded by hypertext links. This is a highly theoretical
work in many respects but one that attempted to get to grips with the
ramifications of the internet when it was still in its infancy. New researchers
will find it useful to consider how their own media consumption might
confirm and update some of the insights in this book.

Neale, S. (1999) Genre and Hollywood , London: Routledge.
Along with Altman (1999), Neale revived the study of film genre in this
accessible work that serves as a comprehensive introduction to the field of film
genre in Hollywood cinema. The first chapter offers definitions of genre,
introducing relevant concepts. Most scholars will find Neale’s detailed
analyses of major Hollywood film genres to be of great interest, particularly
focusing on the problematic categorising of the film noir genre. Like Altman,
Neale is keen to stress the importance of genre when considering the economic
purpose it serves for major Hollywood studios.



