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Celebrity Studies (Taylor & Francis).
A journal that focuses on the critical exploration of celebrity, stardom and
fame. The journals takes an inter-disciplinary approach in assessing celebrity
via various media forms, historical periods and national contexts. The journal
explores issues in the production, circulation and consumption of fame.

Cottle, S. (ed.) (2000) Ethnic Minorities and the Media , London: Open
University Press.
A collection of articles that each study the representation of ethnic minorities
in the mass media. A useful introductory section outlines recent developments
in the field and topics such as ethnic minority television, image and the public
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sphere in multi-ethnic societies are explored in the book. Of particular worth is
Teun van Dijk’s discourse analysis of race in British newspapers. A most
helpful discussion of key concepts and terms is also provided.

Craig, S. (ed.) (1992), Men, Masculinity and the Media , London: Sage.
Femininity and the role of women in media texts is a commonly discussed
subject in a range of academic work. However, the study of masculinity is, in
comparison, a relatively new area. Craig’s Men, Masculinity and the Media
provides the reader with carefully selected articles ranging from studies on
gender performance in heavy metal, male comic book heroes and men in sport.
For those with a particular interest in the area, a thorough bibliography is
provided that carefully surveys the field. Though there have been some recent
developments in this area of study, this work is still a worthy introduction for
scholars.

Dyer, R. (1997) White , London: Routledge.
A seminal work in the field of representation. Dyer is interested in how ‘white’
people are labelled as such even though they are not physically that colour. In
a series of essays Dyer uses numerous examples taken from film, photography
and advertising for analysis. In these he tries to understand what different
constructions of whiteness exist in the media and how these might shape
people’s perceptions. The section on the association of whiteness and death in
horror films will be of worth to those who are interested in horror cinema.

Dyer, R. and McDonald, P. (1982) Stars , London: BFI Publishing.
Another important work by Dyer and McDonald that is arguably the first true
academic work devoted to the study of stardom. Particular attention is given to
Hollywood film stars such as Marilyn Monroe, Jane Fonda and Al Pacino and
the construction of image. Though some of these examples might seem a little
outdated, the theories and observations still apply when relating them to the
stars of today. The most recent edition of this work offers an additional chapter
written by Paul McDonald that discusses recent developments in the field of
stardom since this work was published.

Haskell, M. (1974) From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women in the

Movies , New York: Holt, Rinchart & Winston.
An oft-cited and highly regarded feminist critique of the role of women in
film, Haskell’s accessible writing style makes this a useful starting point for
those who are interested in the representation of women in Hollywood film.
Though originally published in 1974, From Reverence to Rape offers
numerous examples from well-known films such as The Wizard of Oz to look
at how Hollywood film helped to marginalise women, providing them with
role models that reinforced patriarchal values. Haskell does not just look at the
role of women in film but also at how women use film. The most recent
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edition of the classic study includes a new chapter on recent developments of
the role of women in film.

Tagg, J. (1988) The Burden of Representation: Essays on Photographies and

Histories , Basingstoke: Macmillan.
Disposing with the idea that photographs are purely used to document and
merely capture reality Tagg draws on the work of Michel Foucault and uses
semiotics to study how institutions have used photography to impose order.
Using examples such as police mugshots, passport photographs and licences,
Tagg argues that photography is more than just a secondary medium and
should be considered a powerful ideological tool in power relations.



