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Aitken, 1. (2001) European Film Theory and Cinema: A Critical Introduction ,
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
This study examines the dominant approaches to realism as a concept in
European film. Aitken looks at different forms of European cinema since the
1900s, such as the Soviet montage, Weimar cinema, nouvelle vague and the
Italian neo-realism movement, and how they have been studied in academic
work. The varied ideas of realism in film are discussed in detail and this

serves as a challenging but rewarding introduction for studying realism in
film.

Bignell, J. (2005) Big Brother: Reality TV in the Twenty-first Century ,
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
Of all the current spate of works on the subject of Big Brother and reality
television this one has particular value as it encompasses a range of pertinent
issues surrounding this popular genre of programming. While providing a
useful overview of the genre Bignell also considers Big Brother and its
relation to the cult of celebrity and surveillance. Not just focusing on
analysing the text, Bignell discusses how the popularity of reality television
reflects changes in contemporary television production. Accessible and well
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written, this book is a worthy starting point for those interested in
contemporary reality television.

Ellis, J. (2000) Seeing Things: Television in the Age of Uncertainty , London:
L.B. Tauris.
Ellis argues that television, along with other media, has allowed the audience
to be witnesses to events and offer us perspectives on how we might
understand the world in which we live. He is also interested in how we use
other programming to detract from the serious real-world content we
consume. He sees there being three stages in the development of television
programming: scarcity, availability and plenty. Now the viewer is faced with
a wealth of programming, along with interactive capabilities, that, for them,
means that television is taking on a new social role. At heart are important
questions about how we experience ‘real’ events on television.

Perry, 1. (2004) Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop ,
Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
Perry, both a scholar and a fan of hip hop music, analyses lyrics taken from
songs by musicians such as Ice Cube, Public Enemy, Outkast, Tupak Shakur
and Lauryn Hill to consider the cultural implications of this popular music
genre. Even though she admits that some of the content contained in these
songs can be found to be worrying by many, she believes that they offer a
certain authenticity that has cultural importance for the consumers of hip hop
music. This is a valuable source for those interested in realism in popular
music.

Winston, B. (2000) Lies, Damn Lies and Documentaries , London: British Film
Institute.
A study of ethics in contemporary documentary film-making, Winston takes
the Griesonian perspective of documentary making and considers what the
current ethical guidelines for documentary makers might be. Using the moral
panic surrounding the faked scenes in the 1997 British television
documentary The Connection , the catalyst for the book, Winston sees this as
calling into question the freedom of expression for the documentary film-
maker. The question of media ethics is a difficult area of study particularly
in relation to artistic freedom and the compromises it might have on realism,
yet Winston raises many interesting questions that are important for the
thinking media student to consider. His earlier work Claiming the Real: The
Documentary Film Revisited (1995) may also be of interest.
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