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Biskind, P. (2005) Down and Dirty Pictures , London: Bloomsbury.

A non-academic work and not for the nervous, but one built upon rigorous
research, detail and access to the contemporary American (and thus global) movie
business. It offers a historical narrative of the independent film movement and, in
particular, the role of film festivals such as Sundance and Cannes and the
organisation, practice and culture of companies such as Miramax in relation to the
dominant studio system and wider economy.

Caldwell, J. (2008) Production Cultures: Industrial Reflexivity and
Critical Practice in Film and Television (Console-ing Passions, Durham,
NC: Duke University Press.

Caldwell investigates the cultural practices and belief systems of Los Angeles-
based film and video production workers, not only those in prestigious positions,
such as producers and directors, but also many ‘below-the-line’ labourers,
including gaffers, editors and camera operators. Caldwell analyses the narratives
and rituals through which workers make sense of their labour and critique the film
and TV industry, as well as the culture writ large. The research draws on
interviews, studies of sets and workplaces, and analyses of TV shows, industry
documents, economic data and promotional materials, The context for the study is
a changing industry of convergence, outsourcing, new production technologies,
corporate conglomeration and the challenge of user-generated content.

de Burgh, H. (2005) Making Journalists: Diverse Models, Global Issues
, London: Routledge.

This edited collection takes a critical political economy approach to the evaluation
of the way that journalists can affect public discourse on politics, economy and
society at large. The various chapters consider journalism education, training,
practice and professionalism in various countries, including Saudi Arabia, India,
the USA, the UK and across Africa. The book considers questions about the nature
of journalism, how education makes journalists and the news, and the ethical
implications of this process.

Dubber, A. (2007) The 20 Things you Must Know about Music Online
e-book available at ‘New

Music  Strategies’, http:/ /newmusicstrategies. com/ _ebook/ Academic and
practitioner Andrew Dubber, who contributed to this chapter, has studied the way
in which new media forms and practices are affecting media economics and, in
particular, the music business. His weblog offers a free e-book, which is mainly
aimed at media professionals but has a lot to offer the new researcher wishing to
make sense of technologies, traditional practices and the kinds of innovations that
are changing the music business.
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Gitlin, T. (1994) Inside Prime Time ( Communication and Society ),
London: Routledge.

Gitlin’s work was first published in 1983 and produces an ethnographic study of
US commercial TV using participant observation and interviews with TV
production personnel, as well as those working for the wider TV network. Gitlin
began with suspicion of the way in which TV professionals rely upon obscure ideas
of ‘intuition’ or ‘instinct’ in order to explain how they do things and their creative
decisions. He explores the system of values and cultural preferences underlining
the context of production and the place of professionals within it, teasing out the
conservatism of the network and the commercial pressures under which it operates.

Hesmondhalgh, D. (2002) The Cultural Industries: An Introduction ,
London: Sage Publications.

Hesmondhalgh’s is a wide-ranging study, which takes on a political economy
approach that engages in detail with the organisational and productive character of
the entertainment and information sectors of media and other, related industries.
For new researchers interested in developing approaches to this area, it is probably
the most useful starting point. He gives a sense of the historical background to the
organisation of media industries, exploring political, economic, organisational,
technological and cultural changes.

Negus, K. (1999) Music Genres and Corporate Cultures , London and
New York: Routledge.

Negus explores the contemporary music industry in terms of the relationship of
entertainment corporations and artists. He examines the strategies of labels such as
Song and Universal in managing staff, artists and musical genres. The research
covers the work of personnel in Japan, America and the UK and, while the industry
continues to change thanks to the unnerving takeovers and mergers Negus
describes, this offers an ambitious approach to integrating a variety of perspectives
linking textual meaning with industrial practice and culture.
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Curran, J. and Seaton, J. (2003) Power without Responsibility , sixth edition,
London: Routledge.
A classic study that relates detailed threads of policy and regulation to
historical contexts and the broader field of various media forms and
organisations. It draws upon the UK context in particular via a sociological
and political science approach but this most recent edition explores the wider,
global issues pertaining to our expectations for the press and
other media forms.

Feintuck, M. (1999) Media Regulation, Public Interest and the Law ,

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Feintuck writes from the perspective of a legal scholar, dealing with some of
the issues behind the claims to act in the “public interest’ which lie behind
much policy and regulation. He explores terms involved in debates around
‘citizenship’ in the tensions between public service and marketisation and
evaluates the actual legal mechanisms involved in policy and resulatant
regulation.

Tunstall, J. and Machin, D. (1999) The Anglo-American Media Connection ,

Oxford: Oxford University Press.
This book is a useful one for understanding the context of calls for media
policy and regulation and how academics contribute to the debate. It explores
the media in the UK as well as the USA as a source of global influence and
media imperialism (see Chapter 8 ). It focuses on Britain’s efforts to remain an
internationally significant player in the world’s media, docu menting its
successes (for instance in globally promoting PSB, and purveying elite news
and popular music) and its subservience to the USA (such as in film, television
and the press). It ends with a series of recommendations for UK media policy.

Vaidhyanathan, S. (2001), Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual

Property and How It Threatens Creativity , New York and London: New York

University Press.
Vaidhyanathan explores the history of copyright law from an American
perspective, moving through the twentieth century and the rise of mass media.
His case studies encompass recent lawsuits over sampling in rap music as well
as the coming of filesharing in the form of MP3 technologies and platforms
such as Napster. The author is an advocate of relaxed laws of copyright in
tandem with clarity over what the law entails and so there is a project to be
aware of here. Nonetheless, in engaging with the changing environment we’ve
sketched out above, this is a useful guide.
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De Jong, W., Shaw, M. and Stammers, N. (eds) (2005) Global Activism. Global

Media , London:
Pluto Press. This edited book examines mediated communication related to
social movements in the current era of cross-cultural contact. It offers an
introduction to the way in which new social movements contribute to a global
public sphere, and how they make use of mainstream and alternative media. It
stands out from other books in that it puts the concerns of global media and
global activism into a common frame of reference, and it encourages activism
on the part of the reader.

Dorfman, A. and Mattelart, A. (1984) How to Read Donald Duck: Imperialist
Ideology in the Disney Comic (2nd edn), New York: International General.
This, now classic, study shows how Disney’s most profound political effect
lies in thehumorous, seemingly innocent way in which it constantly reaffirms
American superiority and hegemony by representing the rest of the world as
comical, backward stereotypes — similar to those used in an earlier age to
justify colonialism.

Gerbner, G., Mowlana, H. and Nordenstreng, K. (eds) (1993) The Global

Media Debate: Its Rise, Fall and Renewal , Norwood, NJ: Ablex.
This historically important book examines the debate about the role of the
media in social, political and economic developments around the world —
especially the Third World of Africa, Asia and Latin America. It looks at the
debate’s history, key documents (such as the Mass Media Declaration of
UNESCO from 1978, resolutions of the UN Conference on Freedom of
Information from 1948 and the resolution of the League of Nations from 1925)
and interpretations across political, professional and academic circles.

Hackett, R.A. and Zhoa, Y. (eds) (2005) Democratizing Global Media: One World,

Many Struggles , Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.
This edited book has contributions from both media researchers and
journalists, and provides a wide range of empirical material on the processes
and obstacles in media democratization in different continents. There are three
sections: media globalisation and democratic deficits (covering Eastern
Europe, China, India, Africa and Latin America); media and democracy in
global sites and conflicts (covering Israel, the USA and the role of advocacy
groups in global media governance forums); and modalities of democratisation
(including media reform in the USA, feminist activists, peace journalism and
transnational advocacy for media reform).

Herman, E.S. and McChesney, R.W. (1997) The Global Media: the New
Missionaries of Corporate Capitalism , London, Washington, DC: Cassell.
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This book documents the origins and rise of global media, analysing the
strategies and dynamics of the 10 largest transnational media conglomerates of
the mid-1990s, and also evaluating alternative media of the era. It details the
following points: that the accelerated development of global media
increasingly shapes national media systems; that transnational media
conglomerates (mostly US-based) dominate global media; that global media
are pivotal to a globalising market economy by centralising media control in a
narrow business elite whose offerings are shaped by advertisers’ interests; and
that these offerings erode the public sphere.

Lynch, M. (2006) Voices of the New Arab Public: Iraq, al-Jazeera, and Middle

East Politics Today . New York: Columbia University Press.
Since the mid-1990s, Al Jazeera and other pan-Arab satellite television
stations have transformed Arab politics. By shattering state control over
information and giving a platform to long-stifled voices, these global Arab
media forms have challenged the status quo by encouraging open debate about
Iraq, Palestine, Islamism, Arab identity, and other vital political and social
issues. Focusing on transnational media forms such as the pan-Arab press and
pan-Arab satellite TV, Lynch addresses the intersection between the media and
the prospects for social change. In an engaging and authoritative discussion of
the true nature of the Arab media and opinion, Lynch asks whether an Arab
public sphere can now be said to truly exist.

Siochr; S. and Girard, B. (2002) Global Media Governance: a Beginner’s Guide ,

Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield.
This book discusses the need for global media regulation, and provides a
cogent introduction to the various institutions that enable global media
governance, including the UN, the ITU, the WTO (focusing on trade in media
products), UNESCO, the WIPO and ICANN. The authors maintain a careful
balance between dry, but necessary, institutional analysis and more engaging,
critical, political analysis. While it lacks explicit theory to drive the analysis
forward, it implicitly relies on a pluralist model of bargaining among powerful
players.

Rantanen, T. (2005) The Media and Globalisation , London: Sage.

This is a brief but critical overview of theories of globalisation and the role of
the media therein. It addresses the lack of attention to media, both theoretically
and empirically, in academic discussions about globalisation, looking at both
the production and consumption of media. It also introduces a new
methodology for studying the role of individuals in mediated globalisation —
‘global mediagraphy’. It develops the idea that individuals contribute to
globalisation, through individual media activities which become social
practices.
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Thomas, P.N. and Nain, Z. (eds) (2004) Who Owns the Media? Global Trends and

Local Resistances , London and New York: Zed Books.
This edited collection focuses on the political economy of communications,
discussing national and global trends within a framework of deregulation,
reregulation and privatisation. The book discusses key institutions, such as
global media governance structures and IPR regimes; the role of the media in
the global economy and in political democracy; neoliberal policies; the impact
of media industry regulation in a market economy; the role of transnational
advocacy groups; and research priorities, here illuminating some of the blind
spots in mainstream media analysis. Most of the book is devoted to detailed
regional and national case studies of media ownership across a range of
continents.

Volkmer, 1. (1999) News in the Global Sphere: a Study of CNN and its Impact on

GlobalCommunication , Luton: University of Luton Press.
This study usefully distinguishes between transnational media and global
media, elucidating a range of theories therein. It offers a history of satellite
broadcasting and an in-depth analysis of CNN in particular, through interviews
with CNN staff and content analysis of CNN programming. Through this case
study, it posits that global communication enables a global, as opposed to a
national, civil society. For instance, the particular becomes universal,in that
different ‘local’ stories (such as human rights abuses) become global concerns.
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