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Biskind, P. (2005) Down and Dirty Pictures , London: Bloomsbury.

A non-academic work and not for the nervous, but one built upon rigorous
research, detail and access to the contemporary American (and thus global) movie
business. It offers a historical narrative of the independent film movement and, in
particular, the role of film festivals such as Sundance and Cannes and the
organisation, practice and culture of companies such as Miramax in relation to the
dominant studio system and wider economy.

Caldwell, J. (2008) Production Cultures: Industrial Reflexivity and
Critical Practice in Film and Television (Console-ing Passions, Durham,
NC: Duke University Press.

Caldwell investigates the cultural practices and belief systems of Los Angeles-
based film and video production workers, not only those in prestigious positions,
such as producers and directors, but also many ‘below-the-line’ labourers,
including gaffers, editors and camera operators. Caldwell analyses the narratives
and rituals through which workers make sense of their labour and critique the film
and TV industry, as well as the culture writ large. The research draws on
interviews, studies of sets and workplaces, and analyses of TV shows, industry
documents, economic data and promotional materials, The context for the study is
a changing industry of convergence, outsourcing, new production technologies,
corporate conglomeration and the challenge of user-generated content.

de Burgh, H. (2005) Making Journalists: Diverse Models, Global Issues
, London: Routledge.

This edited collection takes a critical political economy approach to the evaluation
of the way that journalists can affect public discourse on politics, economy and
society at large. The various chapters consider journalism education, training,
practice and professionalism in various countries, including Saudi Arabia, India,
the USA, the UK and across Africa. The book considers questions about the nature
of journalism, how education makes journalists and the news, and the ethical
implications of this process.

Dubber, A. (2007) The 20 Things you Must Know about Music Online
e-book available at ‘New

Music  Strategies’, http:/ /newmusicstrategies. com/ _ebook/ Academic and
practitioner Andrew Dubber, who contributed to this chapter, has studied the way
in which new media forms and practices are affecting media economics and, in
particular, the music business. His weblog offers a free e-book, which is mainly
aimed at media professionals but has a lot to offer the new researcher wishing to
make sense of technologies, traditional practices and the kinds of innovations that
are changing the music business.
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Gitlin, T. (1994) Inside Prime Time ( Communication and Society ),
London: Routledge.

Gitlin’s work was first published in 1983 and produces an ethnographic study of
US commercial TV using participant observation and interviews with TV
production personnel, as well as those working for the wider TV network. Gitlin
began with suspicion of the way in which TV professionals rely upon obscure ideas
of ‘intuition’ or ‘instinct’ in order to explain how they do things and their creative
decisions. He explores the system of values and cultural preferences underlining
the context of production and the place of professionals within it, teasing out the
conservatism of the network and the commercial pressures under which it operates.

Hesmondhalgh, D. (2002) The Cultural Industries: An Introduction ,
London: Sage Publications.

Hesmondhalgh’s is a wide-ranging study, which takes on a political economy
approach that engages in detail with the organisational and productive character of
the entertainment and information sectors of media and other, related industries.
For new researchers interested in developing approaches to this area, it is probably
the most useful starting point. He gives a sense of the historical background to the
organisation of media industries, exploring political, economic, organisational,
technological and cultural changes.

Negus, K. (1999) Music Genres and Corporate Cultures , London and
New York: Routledge.

Negus explores the contemporary music industry in terms of the relationship of
entertainment corporations and artists. He examines the strategies of labels such as
Song and Universal in managing staff, artists and musical genres. The research
covers the work of personnel in Japan, America and the UK and, while the industry
continues to change thanks to the unnerving takeovers and mergers Negus
describes, this offers an ambitious approach to integrating a variety of perspectives
linking textual meaning with industrial practice and culture.



