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Curran, J. and Seaton, J. (2003) Power without Responsibility , sixth edition,
London: Routledge.
A classic study that relates detailed threads of policy and regulation to
historical contexts and the broader field of various media forms and
organisations. It draws upon the UK context in particular via a sociological
and political science approach but this most recent edition explores the wider,
global issues pertaining to our expectations for the press and
other media forms.

Feintuck, M. (1999) Media Regulation, Public Interest and the Law ,

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.
Feintuck writes from the perspective of a legal scholar, dealing with some of
the issues behind the claims to act in the “public interest’ which lie behind
much policy and regulation. He explores terms involved in debates around
‘citizenship’ in the tensions between public service and marketisation and
evaluates the actual legal mechanisms involved in policy and resulatant
regulation.

Tunstall, J. and Machin, D. (1999) The Anglo-American Media Connection ,

Oxford: Oxford University Press.
This book is a useful one for understanding the context of calls for media
policy and regulation and how academics contribute to the debate. It explores
the media in the UK as well as the USA as a source of global influence and
media imperialism (see Chapter 8 ). It focuses on Britain’s efforts to remain an
internationally significant player in the world’s media, docu menting its
successes (for instance in globally promoting PSB, and purveying elite news
and popular music) and its subservience to the USA (such as in film, television
and the press). It ends with a series of recommendations for UK media policy.

Vaidhyanathan, S. (2001), Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual

Property and How It Threatens Creativity , New York and London: New York

University Press.
Vaidhyanathan explores the history of copyright law from an American
perspective, moving through the twentieth century and the rise of mass media.
His case studies encompass recent lawsuits over sampling in rap music as well
as the coming of filesharing in the form of MP3 technologies and platforms
such as Napster. The author is an advocate of relaxed laws of copyright in
tandem with clarity over what the law entails and so there is a project to be
aware of here. Nonetheless, in engaging with the changing environment we’ve
sketched out above, this is a useful guide.



