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De Jong, W., Shaw, M. and Stammers, N. (eds) (2005) Global Activism. Global

Media , London:
Pluto Press. This edited book examines mediated communication related to
social movements in the current era of cross-cultural contact. It offers an
introduction to the way in which new social movements contribute to a global
public sphere, and how they make use of mainstream and alternative media. It
stands out from other books in that it puts the concerns of global media and
global activism into a common frame of reference, and it encourages activism
on the part of the reader.

Dorfman, A. and Mattelart, A. (1984) How to Read Donald Duck: Imperialist
Ideology in the Disney Comic (2nd edn), New York: International General.
This, now classic, study shows how Disney’s most profound political effect
lies in thehumorous, seemingly innocent way in which it constantly reaffirms
American superiority and hegemony by representing the rest of the world as
comical, backward stereotypes — similar to those used in an earlier age to
justify colonialism.

Gerbner, G., Mowlana, H. and Nordenstreng, K. (eds) (1993) The Global

Media Debate: Its Rise, Fall and Renewal , Norwood, NJ: Ablex.
This historically important book examines the debate about the role of the
media in social, political and economic developments around the world —
especially the Third World of Africa, Asia and Latin America. It looks at the
debate’s history, key documents (such as the Mass Media Declaration of
UNESCO from 1978, resolutions of the UN Conference on Freedom of
Information from 1948 and the resolution of the League of Nations from 1925)
and interpretations across political, professional and academic circles.

Hackett, R.A. and Zhoa, Y. (eds) (2005) Democratizing Global Media: One World,

Many Struggles , Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.
This edited book has contributions from both media researchers and
journalists, and provides a wide range of empirical material on the processes
and obstacles in media democratization in different continents. There are three
sections: media globalisation and democratic deficits (covering Eastern
Europe, China, India, Africa and Latin America); media and democracy in
global sites and conflicts (covering Israel, the USA and the role of advocacy
groups in global media governance forums); and modalities of democratisation
(including media reform in the USA, feminist activists, peace journalism and
transnational advocacy for media reform).

Herman, E.S. and McChesney, R.W. (1997) The Global Media: the New
Missionaries of Corporate Capitalism , London, Washington, DC: Cassell.
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This book documents the origins and rise of global media, analysing the
strategies and dynamics of the 10 largest transnational media conglomerates of
the mid-1990s, and also evaluating alternative media of the era. It details the
following points: that the accelerated development of global media
increasingly shapes national media systems; that transnational media
conglomerates (mostly US-based) dominate global media; that global media
are pivotal to a globalising market economy by centralising media control in a
narrow business elite whose offerings are shaped by advertisers’ interests; and
that these offerings erode the public sphere.

Lynch, M. (2006) Voices of the New Arab Public: Iraq, al-Jazeera, and Middle

East Politics Today . New York: Columbia University Press.
Since the mid-1990s, Al Jazeera and other pan-Arab satellite television
stations have transformed Arab politics. By shattering state control over
information and giving a platform to long-stifled voices, these global Arab
media forms have challenged the status quo by encouraging open debate about
Iraq, Palestine, Islamism, Arab identity, and other vital political and social
issues. Focusing on transnational media forms such as the pan-Arab press and
pan-Arab satellite TV, Lynch addresses the intersection between the media and
the prospects for social change. In an engaging and authoritative discussion of
the true nature of the Arab media and opinion, Lynch asks whether an Arab
public sphere can now be said to truly exist.

Siochr; S. and Girard, B. (2002) Global Media Governance: a Beginner’s Guide ,

Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield.
This book discusses the need for global media regulation, and provides a
cogent introduction to the various institutions that enable global media
governance, including the UN, the ITU, the WTO (focusing on trade in media
products), UNESCO, the WIPO and ICANN. The authors maintain a careful
balance between dry, but necessary, institutional analysis and more engaging,
critical, political analysis. While it lacks explicit theory to drive the analysis
forward, it implicitly relies on a pluralist model of bargaining among powerful
players.

Rantanen, T. (2005) The Media and Globalisation , London: Sage.

This is a brief but critical overview of theories of globalisation and the role of
the media therein. It addresses the lack of attention to media, both theoretically
and empirically, in academic discussions about globalisation, looking at both
the production and consumption of media. It also introduces a new
methodology for studying the role of individuals in mediated globalisation —
‘global mediagraphy’. It develops the idea that individuals contribute to
globalisation, through individual media activities which become social
practices.
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Thomas, P.N. and Nain, Z. (eds) (2004) Who Owns the Media? Global Trends and

Local Resistances , London and New York: Zed Books.
This edited collection focuses on the political economy of communications,
discussing national and global trends within a framework of deregulation,
reregulation and privatisation. The book discusses key institutions, such as
global media governance structures and IPR regimes; the role of the media in
the global economy and in political democracy; neoliberal policies; the impact
of media industry regulation in a market economy; the role of transnational
advocacy groups; and research priorities, here illuminating some of the blind
spots in mainstream media analysis. Most of the book is devoted to detailed
regional and national case studies of media ownership across a range of
continents.

Volkmer, 1. (1999) News in the Global Sphere: a Study of CNN and its Impact on

GlobalCommunication , Luton: University of Luton Press.
This study usefully distinguishes between transnational media and global
media, elucidating a range of theories therein. It offers a history of satellite
broadcasting and an in-depth analysis of CNN in particular, through interviews
with CNN staff and content analysis of CNN programming. Through this case
study, it posits that global communication enables a global, as opposed to a
national, civil society. For instance, the particular becomes universal,in that
different ‘local’ stories (such as human rights abuses) become global concerns.



