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Ang, 1. (1991) Desperately Seeking the Audience , London: Routledge.
A classic and commonly referred to study on media audiences that still has
great value today. In this ethnographic study of TV audiences, Ang is inspired
by French scholar Michel Foucault and his work on power and knowledge as
she looks at how producers of television approach audiences. Chapters look at
both American and European TV programming and focus on issues such as
rating systems and audience measurement, public-service broadcasting and
oppositional TV audiences.

Barker, M. and Petley, J. (eds) (1997) Il Effects — the Media/Violence Debate ,

London: Routledge.
Barker and Petley are both important scholars in the study of media violence.
This collection of essays is an important addition to the field, covering issues
such as film censorship, media regulation, children and media violence and,
importantly, the problem with effects studies. Craig and Petley’s article on
internet moral panic will be of worth to those with an interest in internet
regulation. Drawing on research, Craig and Petley identify that the web is not
the stomping ground of perverts that we are led to believe.

Critcher, C. (2003) Moral Panics and the Media , Buckingham: Open
Univeristy Press.
Though Stanley Cohen’s Moral Panics and Folk Devils is usually regarded as
the classic study to refer to when studying moral panics, Critcher’s Moral
Panics and the Media is an accessible work for those looking for an
informative introduction. Critcher, co-author of an earlier moral panic study
Policing the Crisis , readdresses Cohen’s model and applies it to a wealth
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of case studies such as video nasties, paedophilia, AIDS and ecstasy. Although
Critcher covers the majority of well-known moral panics there are some notable
exceptions such as the fascination with terrorism following 9/11, and size zero.
However, that should not stop any student interested in this area taking ideas from
this book and applying them to any of the more recent moral panics absent from
this work.

Martin, R. (2002) Propaganda and the Ethics of Persuasion , Orchard Park,

NY': Broadview Press.
Of the numerous books on propaganda this one has particular relevance for the
new media scholar. Early chapters offer a historical study of propaganda and
the use of rhetoric as a persuasive tool. Rather than primarily focusing on what
we might call ‘bad’ propaganda, Martin also looks at commonly accepted
forms of propaganda such as advertising and public relations. Examples from
around the globe are offered and the chapter on propaganda, democracy and
the internet brings the subject into the information age.
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Barker, M. and Brooks, K. (1998) Knowing Audiences: Judge Dredd, its

Friends, Fans and Foes ,Luton: Luton University Press.
This book explores the way in which audiences relate to action films such as
the Hollywood blockbuster Judge Dredd starring Sylvester Stallone. The
research is placed in the wider context of audience studies as a whole in order
to grapple with various traditions and assumptions and as such is a useful
guide to the field. This research evaluates ‘effects’ claims but also the
significance of ideas of audience activity. The research explores the relations
between people’s prior orientations to the film, and their eventual responses to
and judgements of it.

Morley, O. (1988) Family Television: Cultural Power and Domestic Leisure ,

London: Routledge.
This study developed Morley’s initial explorations as detailed in this chapter.
Morley interviewed 18 families in order to answer question such as how are
TV materials interpreted and used by different families? He concentrates on
nuclear families in the East End of London and his findings reveal how
television fits into the home as the site of leisure for the husband and a sphere
of work for women, even when they work outside the home. The kinds of
answers he finds to his questions reveal the gendered nature of consumption
and the ways in which his respondents related to ‘gendered’ texts.

Thornton, S. (1995) Club Cultures: Music, Media and Subcultural Capital ,
Cambridge: Polity Press.
Thornton takes an ethnographic approach to the participants of what was then
the emergent ‘rave’ culture, exploring the ways in which it had meaning for its
members. At the heart of this are some interesting insights into the role of
popular music in the culture and discourses of authenticity, underground and
mainstream. Thornton’s role as a participant observer is also explored.
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