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Barker, M. and Brooks, K. (1998) Knowing Audiences: Judge Dredd, its

Friends, Fans and Foes ,Luton: Luton University Press.
This book explores the way in which audiences relate to action films such as
the Hollywood blockbuster Judge Dredd starring Sylvester Stallone. The
research is placed in the wider context of audience studies as a whole in order
to grapple with various traditions and assumptions and as such is a useful
guide to the field. This research evaluates ‘effects’ claims but also the
significance of ideas of audience activity. The research explores the relations
between people’s prior orientations to the film, and their eventual responses to
and judgements of it.

Morley, O. (1988) Family Television: Cultural Power and Domestic Leisure ,

London: Routledge.
This study developed Morley’s initial explorations as detailed in this chapter.
Morley interviewed 18 families in order to answer question such as how are
TV materials interpreted and used by different families? He concentrates on
nuclear families in the East End of London and his findings reveal how
television fits into the home as the site of leisure for the husband and a sphere
of work for women, even when they work outside the home. The kinds of
answers he finds to his questions reveal the gendered nature of consumption
and the ways in which his respondents related to ‘gendered’ texts.

Thornton, S. (1995) Club Cultures: Music, Media and Subcultural Capital ,
Cambridge: Polity Press.
Thornton takes an ethnographic approach to the participants of what was then
the emergent ‘rave’ culture, exploring the ways in which it had meaning for its
members. At the heart of this are some interesting insights into the role of
popular music in the culture and discourses of authenticity, underground and
mainstream. Thornton’s role as a participant observer is also explored.



