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Reverse Transfer 

English as a Second Language Effect  

on Arabic as a First Language 

Gafar bin Gassem

1. Introduction: 

Generally, there is no debate among linguists and language teachers regarding the fact 
that when attempting to speak/write in a second language, learners occasionally transfer some 
items from their native language into their speech or writing of the second language. This 
consensus might stem from the fact the vast majority of scholars have focused their work on 
the influence of the first language (L1) on the other languages that are acquired; this includes 
bilinguals, trilinguals or even multilinguals (Laufer, 2003; Cook, 2003). Namely, the massive 
concentration was on unidirectional transfer (the effect of L1 on L2). However, the notion of 
bidirectional transfer (the impact of L2 on L1 and vice versa) has received the same amount 
of attention only over a decade ago despite the fact that i) Weinreich (1953) introduced the 
idea a long time ago (Cook, 1992, 2003; Zareva, 2010; Alfaifi, 2015), and ii) the original 
definition of the crosslinguistic influence concept is “the interplay between earlier and later 
acquired languages” (Kellerman and Sharwood, 1986, p. 1). Recent research has 
demonstrated compelling evidence that the influence of L2 on linguistic aspects of the L1 is 
possible. Hence, many studies were conducted to explore this phenomenon yielding very 
interesting results (e.g.; Laufer, 2003; Pavlenko, 2003; Jarvis, 2003, 2008; Balcom, 2003; 
Zareva, 2010; Brown and Gullberg, 2012; Alfaifi, 2015). The term which was used for this 
phenomenon is called backward interference, but is also known as backward transfer and 
reverse transfer, according to Cook (2003) who edited a book that is devoted to this topic.   

As the concept of bidirectional transfer has received scholars‟ interest, the debate in 
regard to its nature arose in both linguistic and psycholinguistic fields. Part of that debate is 
concerned with the question of whether bilinguals have a merged linguistic system (i.e., two 
languages in one area of the mind) or have two separate language systems without any 
connection between them. Another question that has provoked the ongoing debate is whether 
bilinguals differ from monolinguals with respect to their knowledge and awareness of their 
L1. Such questions and many others have promoted linguistic scholars to extensive research 
in order to find answers. As a consequence of such debate, the theory of multi-competence 
was put forward by Cook in the 1990s (Hall et al., 2006; Cook, 2009; Zareva, 2010; Brown 
and Gullberg, 2012).  

The present study aims to investigate the phenomenon of reverse transfer under the 
framework of multi-competence. To the best of my knowledge, this area has not been 
sufficiently investigated, as can be elicited from several recent studies which reported that the 
influence of L2 on L1 has hardly been examined (Brown and Gullberg, 2012; Cook, 
2003).The idea arose only a decade ago as a consequence of addressing the relationship 
between the L1 and L2 in the mind. Additionally, the perspective of multi-competence needs 
more investigation since it is not yet complete. The need for investigation in this area 
increased, particularly with more focus on L2 users who are at the early stages of learning 
(Brown and Gullberg, 2008; Alfaifi, 2015).  

Further information about the notion of multi-competence is presented in the following 
section. Also, this section distinguishes between language transfer and language switching as 
contact phenomena of cross-linguistic influence. Additionally, it provides a brief overview of 
other models that dealt with the relationship of the L1 and L2 in the mind. Finally, it surveys a 
wide range of the previous studies that have been conducted in this linguistic domain, 
followed by the methodology of the present study. 
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2. Literature Review 

2.1.  Language Transfer vs. Code-Switching 

The phenomenon of transfer or interference is often confused with the phenomenon of 
code-switching or language mixing. General definitions of any instances of language merging 
might also contribute to this confusion. For example, Odlin (1989) defined language mixing 
as “the merging of characteristics of two or more languages in any verbal communication" (p. 
6). Researchers used such a definition as a cover term for all cross-linguistic influence, 
including language mixing, code-switching, borrowing, and language transfer (Yumoto, 
1996). 

Therefore, one should attempt to differentiate between transfer and code-switching in 
order to draw a clear distinction between the two terms. In fact, in some contexts it proves to 
be challenging to distinguish these two contact phenomena. De Bot (1992) argues that it is 
difficult to distinguish these two phenomena from each other. According to De Bot (1992), 
“Many instances of cross-linguistic influences are related to code-switching and cannot be 
simply separated from this on theoretical or empirical grounds” (p. 19). Hence, earlier 
linguists defined the transfer phenomenon with definitions that were too broad. Gorsjean, for 
example, cited Clyne (1972)‟s definition of transference as the use of any other languages‟ 
features or elements. This definition frequently includes other contact phenomena, such as 
code-switching and borrowing. It seems that some linguists see these two phenomena as 
similar. As Treffers-Daller (2009) pointed out, “Although many researchers think of CS and 
interference or transfer as different phenomena, instances of CS and transfer can be seen as 
similar in that they involve the occurrence of elements of language A in stretches of speech of 
language B” (p.59). Hence, the basis on which these linguists have judged these two terms to 
be similar is the existence of certain elements of two or more languages.  

However, recent linguists defined the transfer phenomenon with more precision. For 
instance, Marian and Kaushanskaya (2007) defined it as adopting other language‟s syntactic 
or semantic structure in a way that is not switching to the language. Such researchers 
differentiate between the two phenomena in terms of how bilinguals can control them. 
According to Treffers-Daller (2009), bilinguals are able to decide when to switch and when 
not to; conversely, it is less clear that bilingual can do the same thing during transfer. 
Treffers-Daller (2009) reports that “this inability of speakers to control (certain forms of) 
transfer may be an indication that there are at least some differences in the psycholinguistic 
processes behind code-switching and transfer” (p. 60). Treffers-Daller (2009) claims that 
code-switching can take place intentionally or sometimes unintentionally; on the other hand, 
the phenomena of transfer can only happen unintentionally and spontaneously. Another 
distinction between the two phenomena was drawn by Auer (1984). He defined transfer as 
“language alternation for a certain unit with a structurally provided point of return into the 
first language;” in contrast, he defined code-switching as “language alternation at a certain 
point in conversation without a structurally determined (and therefore predictable) return into 
the first language” (Auer, 1984, p. 26).  

Overall, both language transfer and language switching share a number of similarities. 
One of these similarities is the fact that both are a type of language merging. Nevertheless, 
they are different in several ways, such as how bilinguals can control them. 
2.2. Multi-Competence Hypothesis 

According to Cook (2003), the term „multi-competence‟ initially was used as a 
convenience since there was no equivalent term for „interlanguage‟ (the speaker‟s knowledge 
of L2). That is, there was no term that described the speaker‟s knowledge of both L1 and L2. 
Thus, Cook introduced the term „multi-competence‟ to basically refer to knowledge of more 
than one language in one mind or as Cook (1992) put it “to describe the compound state of a 
mind with two grammars” (Cook, 1992, p. 558). It arose out of the question of L2 influence 
on the L1. Cook claimed that multi-competent people are not similar to two monolinguals; 
rather they are unique individuals with a unique combination (Cook, 1992; Brown and 
Gullberg, 2012). Hence, the crux of Cook‟s argument is that “the L2 user is a person in his or 
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her own right, not imitation of someone else” (Cook, 2003, p. 4). As a consequence of that 
distinction, bilinguals are expected to be different from monolinguals in many linguistic 
domains (i.e.; awareness, cognitive process, production, perception, etc.).  

Cook further claimed that at some level, both L1 and L2 are stored in the same area of the 
bilingual‟s brain (Cook, 1992), and because of that (i.e.; first language and the other language 
are in the same mind), the two languages must establish, somehow, a super-system of 
language rather than be two completely isolated systems. Principally, the multi-competence 
theory hypothesizes that the knowledge of an L2 user is restructured as a natural result of 
acquiring an L2, which eventually leads to an integrated system. In this integrated system, the 
L1‟s elements are combined with that of the L2 (Cook et al., 2006). 

In the framework of multi-competence, theorists have proposed several models that 
account for the relationship between both the L1 and L2 in one mind. One plausible account 
of these proposed models is the total separation model (TSM) which was proposed by 
Grosjean (1989). According to this model, the L2 and L1 are developed in two entirely 
different areas of the bilingual‟s brain. That is to say, there is no connection whatsoever 
between the L1 and L2 in one mind when bilinguals speak one of two of their languages 
(Genesee, 1989; Cook, 1992; Paradis and Genesee, 1996; Marian et al., 2007 Harris, 
2014).Consequently, this model sees no logical reason to examine the L2 influence on the L1 
(Cook, 2003). As Cook (1992) pointed out, “It claims that there two or more discrete 
coexisting language systems in multicompetence without links between them” (p.566). 

Another possible account is the total integration model (TIM) which proposed the 
opposite assumption of the TSM. It claimed that the L2 and L1 are developed in single area of 
the brain. Namely, the L2 merges or integrates with the L1, constructing one conceptual 
structure for the two languages (Cook, 1992; Berillmann et al., 2004; Yokoyama et al., 2006; 
Gandour et al., 2007). By this proposal, the integration model does not claim that bilinguals 
cannot control what they do; rather, it says that they are still able to choose the appropriate 
language for the suitable context (Cook, 2003). The focus discussion of this model is about 
how L2 users balance between the elements of a mono-language system rather than being 
about the effect of L2 on L1. 

Cook (2003) criticized these two models as being very extreme and far from plausibility. 
Thus, she proposed a third model which she called the integration continuum model (ICM). 
This model occupied the middle position of the TSM and the TIM. According to this 
approach, there is a partial integration between L1 and L2 in the bilingual‟s mind (Cook, 
2003; Alfaifi, 2015). This model attempts to create a holistic explanation for interaction of 
two grammars that takes place in the compound state of mind of L2 users. By doing so, it 
allows for a complexity in the relationship between the two languages. Namely, the ICM 
assumes that acquiring an L2 does not simply establish a new separate system by adding a 
new language to a complete existing language, but rather the L2 is acquired gradually creating 
a complex system in which both the L1 and L2 are tied together inextricably (Cook, 2009b). 
That is, the L1 and L2 are constantly related. Hence, it would not be surprising to find 
bidirectional interference (i.e., forward transfer, backward transfer) between the two 
languages.  

Needless to say, one of the distinctive features of ICM is that it does not claim that the 
continuum implies a particular direction of movement. That is, some L2 users may start with 
integration and move towards separation, or they may start with separation and move towards 
integration. This explains why the arrow, in Figure 1, can go to both sides; from right to left 
(integration to separation) or from left to right (separation to integration).  Another feature of 
this approach is that it does not assume that the integration continuum must apply to the 
whole language system. Rather, it proposes that it may apply to some linguistic domains but 
not others. For example, an L2 user‟s phonology might be integrated, but his or her syntax or 
lexicon may be separate. Furthermore, it claims that even if reverse transfer was found, this 
does not necessarily mean that all the linguistic domains are impacted in the same exact way. 
That is, some linguistic areas might be less/more integrated than others (Cook, 2003). Hence, 
such features provide the ICM more flexibility than the other two models (i.e.; TCM, TIM).  
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The perspective of ICM can be summarized by the following points: i) it does not view 
the language system of bilinguals as an interaction or overlapping between separate language 
elements, but rather it sees the language systems of such L2 users as a whole, ii) it views that 
the influences of the L2 as influencing the whole mind, iii) it assumes a unified system for 
both the L1 and L2 in the same area of the bilinguals‟ mind, according to Cook (2003), and 
iv) it hypothesizes that the two languages‟ mental grammars interact to some extant; they are 
not isolated (Cook, 2009b).  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. The integration continuum in multi-competence. (Cook, 2003, p. 9) 

2.3.  Previous Studies  

Cook developed her idea of the multi-competence with a series of publications (Cook 
1991; 1992; 1995; 1996; 1999; 2002; 2003; 2007; 2009) with the purpose of supporting it 
with solid evidence. Cook‟s work inspired many linguistic scholars to conduct studies 
investigating this topic in various domains, including reading (Yelland et al., 1993), word 
recognition (Cunningham and Graham, 2000) , tense and aspect (Pavlenko, 2003), 
collocations (Laufer, 2003), manner of motion (Brown and Gullberg, 2008),  lexicon (Brown 
and Gullberg, 2010), mental lexicon organization (Zareva, 2010), clausal packaging (Brown 
and Gullberg, 2012), and preposition selection (Alfaifi, 2015) among others.  

In 2003, for example, Cook et al. examined the impact of the L2 on L1 via addressing the 
question of whether or not bilinguals‟ processing of L1 syntax differs from that of 
monolinguals. To achieve this goal, the researchers recruited 162 participants with both 
monolingual and bilingual speakers of Greek, Japanese, and Spanish studying English as an 
L2. The participants were given a wide range of sentences and were asked to identify the 
subject from two NPs using the following four cues: word order, animacy, agreement, and 
case. The prediction was that the L2 (English) would have an effect on the L1 (Greek, 
Japanese, and Spanish); hence, the bilinguals were expected to use different cues in deciding 
the subject from their monolingual counterparts. The results showed signs of L2 interference 
in L1. For instance, the Greek bilinguals differed significantly from their monolingual 
counterparts with respect to the case cue. Quite similarly, the bilingual Japanese scores were 
significantly dissimilar to that of their monolingual counterparts, suggesting an effect of L2 
(English) on their L1.  

Following Cook, Pavlenko (2003) conducted a quantitative study for the same intent of 
that of Cook (examining L2 influence on L1) using the elicited narrative technique. The study 
consisted of thirty (16 females, 14 males) advanced L1 Russian/L2 English bilinguals. 
Pavlenko utilized four 3-minute long films as stimuli and asked the subjects to retell/narrate 
what they had watched. Then, the researcher compared all elicited narratives with patterns of 
language use in the monolingual narratives elicited from the previous work (Pavlenko, 
2002a). The researcher found signs of backward transfer in the data of Russian L2 users of 
English not only in the lexicon area, but also in both areas of semantics and morphosyntax. In 
the lexicon and semantics domains, the effect was visible in the examples of loan translation, 
lexical borrowing, and semantic extension (Cook, 2003), while the influence in the 
morphosyntax area was obvious in prepositional use and the violation of case-marking rules 
among others. 
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These findings were supported by Cook et al. (2006). The main goal of the study was to 
address the question of whether or not the bilinguals have different concepts from the 
monolinguals in categorizing objects and substances. The researchers selected 36 Japanese 
participants and divided them into two groups according to their length/duration of residency 
in the English-speaking countries N=18 long-stay group (6 months to 3 years), N=18 short-
stay group (more than 3 years). The subjects were given the name of an item, and they were 
asked to decide which of two other items they thought would have the same name. The 
researchers found that the two groups did not significantly differ from each other. By 
comparing this study‟s results with the results of monolinguals of Imai and Gentner (1997), 
the researchers found that the long-stay group behaves in a way that ranks them in between 
English monolinguals and Japanese monolinguals, suggesting supported evidence for the 
multi-competence theory in the sense that the Japanese-English bilinguals‟ knowledge is 
restructured as a result of acquiring an L2.  

Similarly, Athanasopoulos (2006) examined the effect of the L2 on L1. The main intent 
of this study was to investigate the relationship between language and cognition in bilinguals. 
To reach that goal, the researcher recruited a total of 80 participants distributed as the 
following: N=28 Japanese monolinguals, N=14 English monolinguals and N=38 L1 
Japanese-L2 English speakers. On the basis of their proficiency level, the bilinguals were 
further divided into two groups: intermediate and advanced. The researcher measured the 
participants‟ cognitive dispositions using a picture depicting technique where the subjects 
were shown an „original‟ picture and then another five different pictures that were similar to 
the original but with a single difference. The participants were asked to decide which of the 
five pictures were most like the original. The results revealed that the intermediate bilinguals 
responded similarly to their monolingual peers, while the advanced bilinguals behaved more 
like the English monolinguals, suggesting the presence of an L2 effect on the L1, but only at 
the advanced level of language learning.    

Brown and Gullberg (2008)‟s findings appeared to be in contrast with Athanasopoulos 
(2006) and Cook et al. (2006). Athanasopoulos (2006), as mentioned earlier, found that there 
is no influence of the L2 on the L1 at the intermediate level of proficiency. Conversely, 
Brown and Gullberg (2008) found that even L2 users who are at the intermediate level of 
proficiency do show signs of their L2 effect on their L1. The main purpose of Brown and 
Gullberg‟s study was to examine the bidirectional influence in the domain of manner of 
motion. With a total number of 57 adults, the study was comprised of four groups: Japanese 
monolinguals, English monolinguals, bilinguals of Japanese and English living in Japan, and 
others living in the United States. The Japanese bilinguals were at the intermediate level of 
learning English. After watching a 6-minute film, the participants were asked to narrate what 
they had seen. The film was chosen carefully so that it contained numerous action events. The 
results indicated that the four groups differ significantly in their tendency to encode manner in 
speech when describing events. Specifically, the English monolinguals encoded manner 
significantly more frequently than the other three groups, supporting the multi-competence 
theory in its claim that multilinguals are dissimilar from monolinguals with respect to 
multiple competencies. 

Recently, Alfaifi (2015) conducted a quantitative study examining the multi-competence 
notation, specifically, the ICM. The major intent of the study was to investigate the backward 
transfer phenomenon via addressing the question of whether or not Arabic L2 users of English 
differ from Arabic monolinguals with respect to their knowledge in three linguistic areas: 
tense-aspect priority, null-subject, and preposition selection. To achieve this goal, the 
researcher recruited a total of 67 subjects. Thirty-three of these participants were Arabic 
native speakers learning English as second language which served as the experimental group. 
The control group consisted of thirty-seven Arabic monolinguals. Alfaifi, then, tested the 
participants‟ perception utilizing a preference judgment task and an acceptability judgment 
task. He also assessed the candidates‟ production via a narrative description task where they 
watched a short silent movie and were required to retell, in a written form, what they had 
watched. The main finding of this study was that the L2 (English) effect on the L1 (Arabic) 
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existed but was limited with the bilinguals who had a less developed L2, suggesting evidence 
for ICM‟s claim.  

2.4.  Research Gap 

Despite the amount of interest that the phenomenon of reverse transfer in the framework 
of multi-competence has recently received, it has not been, at least to the best of knowledge, 
sufficiently investigated. This can be elicited from a number of recent studies. For example, 
Brown and Gullberg (2012) reported that, “Although the number of studies in this area has 
recently increased, we are still far from having complete characterizations of native speaker 
variation due to the presence of second language knowledge” (p.416). Before Brown and 
Gullberg, Cook emphasized the neglecting of this gap stating that the effect that second 
languages have on the learners‟ mother tongue has hardly been investigated (Cook, 2003). 
Zareva (2010) goes further to claim that “research, in some linguistic areas, has not yet 
provided satisfactory evidence of the extent to which there is an associative integration or 
separation of the two languages in a bilingual‟s repertoire, which will lend support or count 
against the notion of multicompetence” (p.5). Hence, more investigation in this area is 
needed.  

Another reason that motivated this study is the fact that some of the previous studies 
regarding this topic have been criticized as having methodological problems. For example, 
many of the previous studies measured the participants‟ performance using the grammaticality 
judgment task (GJT). This task has been extensively criticized as being an unreliable 
instrument for measuring second language learners‟ performance, including the phenomenon 
of reverse transfer, as Gass (1994) put it, “the use of grammaticality judgments in second-
language research has not been without difficulty or without controversy (p. 304).  Therefore, 
the present study will avoid the use of GJT and rely more on the narrative instrument which 
was found more reliable in measuring such a phenomenon (Pavlenko, 2003; Kecskes and 
Papp, 200; Brown and Gullberg, 2008). 

The present study attempts to investigate reverse transfer under the framework of multi-
competence perspective, addressing in depth the following two research questions: 

1) To what extent do Arabic monolinguals differ from L1 Arabic/L2 English users with 
respect to syntactic, lexical and semantic domains?  

2) Does reverse transfer take place? If so, under what lexical, syntactic and semantic 
environments does it occur? 

According to Pavlenko (2003), instances of L2 influence on L1 is found in “one or more 
of the following five phenomena: borrowing transfer, convergence, shift, restricting transfer 
and L1 attrition” (p. Cook, 2003, p. 33). The present study was narrowed to two of these 
phenomena:  borrowing transfer and L1 attrition due to the limit space of this study.   
3. Methodology  

3.1.  Participants  

 To investigate the above mentioned research questions, a total of 29 adult participants 
(18 male, 11 female), aged between 19 and 33 were recruited for the study. Half of these 
participants consisted of monolingual Arabic speakers as the control group, while the other 
half was native speakers of Arabic learning English as a second language as the experimental 
group. The monolingual speakers were non-randomly selected from Saudi Arabia. Most of 
them were the researcher‟s friends (a convenience sampling). Since the researcher was in a 
different country, the monolingual‟s data were collected using an online application (i.e., 
WhataApp). As for the bilingual participants, most of them were chosen from the American 
Language Institute (ALI) at California University Long Beach (CSULB). All participants in 
the experimental group are seen as “late bilinguals,” as they had learned their English between 
the ages of 18-25, upon arrival in the United States. It was considered in selecting the 
bilingual students to be advanced, through the background questionnaire that had been 
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administered prior the experiment.  Because it is difficult to find „pure‟ monolinguals, the 
following points were considered in selecting the monolingual participants: 

i. They have not extensively learned English or been exposed to it for over two years.  

ii. They have not been in any English-speaking countries for a long period of time (one 
year).  

iii. None of them have had any exposure to languages other than Arabic in order to 
minimize the potential effect of the other languages on the participants‟ performance.  

3.2.  Data Collection and Procedures 

The participants were required to do two tasks: written and spoken. In the written task, 
they were shown a 6-minute long silent film that is called the „Pear Film.‟ Subsequently, they 
were asked to describe what they had seen in the written form with the following instruction 
in Arabic (Please, narrate what you just saw in the film in details). In the spoken task, the 
participants were required to audio-record themselves while speaking a 2-minute spontaneous 
monologue using their smart phones. Before that, a short questionnaire was conducted to 
obtain information about their background, length of exposure, and level of proficiency. The 
tasks took place in a quiet place and took approximately one hour. All narratives, then, were 
transcribed, coded and analyzed by me after identifying all instances of variation/deviation 
from standard Arabic.  
4. Results and Data Analysis 

The first step of analysis involved identifying all instances of variation from standard 
Arabic, as I mentioned earlier. After that, I compared these instances with those elicited from 
monolinguals “in order to see whether particular instances fall within the range of acceptable 
language variation” (Cook, 2003, p. 39). The purpose of this comparison is to eliminate 
instances that represented a deviation from standard Arabic. For example, the elements of 

borrowing that appeared in all narratives were excluded from the data. The word  سيكل sykal 

„bicycle‟ is one example of such borrowing items that was found in all narratives; hence, it 
was excluded from the data.   

In the eliminating process, I consulted two kinds of sources to ensure that the instances of 
lexical borrowings are unique to the bilinguals and not just loanwords that every Arabic 
speaker uses. The first type of source is the Online Arabic Corpus (OAC) which is the 
currently available corpus of Arabic data that contains a wide array of texts from several 

genres. The second source is alqamu:s almuħi:t  القيموس  الوييك which is an Arabic dictionary 

that includes every possible loanword in Arabic from other languages. Hence, the instances of 
lexical borrowings that were found in the data and in these sources were excludes from data 
analysis.   

After elimination, a total of 37 instances of L2 influence on L1 were found in the 
narratives of L1 Arabic/L2 English bilinguals (N= 15 in the written task, N= 22 in the spoken 
task).  Below, I will describe these instances according to their area: lexicon, morphosyntax, 
and semantics.  
4.1.  L2 influence on L1 in the lexicon  

According to Pavlenko (2003), the impact of L2 on L1 with respect to lexicon is well 
documented in the literature on language contact, principally with bilinguals (Haugen, 1953; 
Andrews, 1999; Li, 2001). Hence, the bilinguals‟ data revealed many instances of lexical 
borrowing, especially in the spoken task.  In contrast, very few instances of such borrowing 
were observed in the monolinguals‟ data. Conducting the independent sample t-test to 
compare the study‟s two groups in the number of instances of lexical borrowing shows the 
following results: 
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An independent samples t-test was conducted to compare the bilingual group and 
monolingual group in the number of instances of lexical borrowing. There was a statistically 
significant difference between the two groups. In particular, the bilinguals group produced 
more lexical borrowing (M = 1.4, SD = .91) than the monolingual group did (M = .5, SD = 
.65); a statistically significant mean difference of .90 (95% CI: 1.51 to .29), t(27) = -3.04, p < 
.05, d = .88.  

A total of 23 instances of lexical borrowing were identified in the bilinguals‟ narratives. 
Consider the following excerpt from one of the bilingual participants as an example:   

الج م كييي  ( ليييس ظ ييييا جوييي  الفيييساشا ظهيييسر ظيييسص هيييميم  سجسييي    ك  ييي   سجو ييي   ظي ييي  1)
الليييموك ا وثييي   أج لكهيييمماظ  ييي  جسييي     لم يييم و كممييي   ومظف ييي   ظق كجيييم لييي  الفيييساشا الفاكيييا  ج م كظ يييم

 .الج سظسثس 
law tlaħd

ʕ 
baʕd

ʕ
 aldʒwaːlaːt tɪʃuːf tawɪk ʃaħnah wɪ bsʊrʕh yχlɪs

ʕ
. wa bʕd

ʕ
hʊm taħs

ʕ
ɪl 

albt
ʕ
ryːha mɪntafχah. taqriːban kɪl aldʒwaːlaːt aldʒdiːdah bat

ʕ
ryːatha tχlɪs

ʕ
 bsʊrʕh; la'anhaː 

malyːanh ablɪkɪʃanaːt mɪθl alkamiːrah wa alblʊtuːθ 

If you look closely at certain types of mobiles, you‟ll find that their batteries died fast. 
Almost all of the new mobiles‟ batteries died fast because they are full of applications, such as 
camera and Bluetooth. 

Here, the word ablɪkɪʃanaːt أج كلهيمما  „applications‟ is considered to be a loanword from 

English, and hence an effect of English on Arabic, due to the fact that Arabic monolinguals in 
such a context would use the Arabic equivalent to this word which is tat

ʕ
bi:qa:t or bara:mɪdʒ. 

Other lexical words that have been observed in the bilinguals‟ narratives involve 
highway, hard-disk, supervisor, emotion, downtown, and farmer among others. Arabic 

monolinguals would say alt
ʕ
ari:q alʕa:m  ال  كي  الويم, qurs

ʕ 
s

ʕ
alb    قي    ي , mudi:r وياك   , 

ʕa:t
ʕ
ɪfah aldirah ,  م ف   الاك     , and falla:ħ ف ح   , respectively. 

The majority of the lexical borrowing instances that were observed in the bilinguals‟ data, 
as mentioned earlier, were in the spoken task. Thus, I ran the dependent sample t-test to assess 
whether there was a significant difference between the two tasks, as shown below:  

A dependent samples t-test was employed to compare the written task‟s results and 
spoken task‟s results in the number of instances of lexical borrowing produced by bilingual 
participants. There was a statistically significant difference between the two tasks. 
Specifically, the bilinguals uttered more lexical borrowing in the spoken task (M = 1, SD = 
.55) than they did in the written task (M = .63, SD = .50); a statistically significant mean 
difference of .36 (95% CI: .07 to .64), t(13) = 2.69, p = .019. 

 

Besides of the single-word borrowing, I found instances of loan translation. Pavlenko 
(2003) called such use compound words, lexical collections or idioms. Two of these instances 
were observed in the bilinguals‟ data. The example in (2) is from the written task, while the 
example in (3) is from the spoken task:  

( جوا وم ف ى فكج    وا و   ثممك   سجوا وم  وا جهيس  وي   فيم  ثيممع سوويمة  ي    سلمميا 2)
 كس  و س فمج  سلمما ظ  ع أ ساا يظى قج  وم كق جسن كو   ظ  ع أ ساا

baʕad mafdʕ dʒyːbah, sʕad marrah θaːnyːh. wa baʕad ma sʕad bɪʃwiː, mar 
radʒaːl θaːniː wa maʕah sʕaχlah w kaːnt tɪtʕlɪʕ asʕwaːt yoːm marrw dʒanbɪh. 

After he [the farmer] emptied his pocket, he climbed [the tree] again. After he climbed, 
another man passed him with a goat which was making noise. It was making noise even 
before they passed him.  
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  سايا كفكص ش كو فص لس فقا  ق  ( ج   ن فا الوسقر ال ع  م  كجكن لص أم  ال فم  وو  ي  3)
 سش ظو ف  سك  جص سكسظ زا ج جسص سش جظلسن  ا  فو ص؟

bas ʕan dʒɪd, almawqɪf alliː s
ʕ
aːr yːbayːn lak ennah alradʒaːl maʕh ħaq law faqad ʕalɪh. 

waːħɪd yːdʒiːk laː yːʕrfɪk wa laː taʕarfɪh wa yːd
ʕ
rɪbk wa yːstahzɪ'a bɪlbsɪk, wɪʃ bɪtkuːn radat 

fɪʕlɪk? 

But seriously in this situation, you can see that the man had the right to lose his mind. If 
someone that you don‟t know came to you, hit you and made fun of your clothes, what would 
your reaction be? 

These two instances are prompted by the fact that Arabic lacks such uses. For example, 

the participant in (2) seems to translate the English collocation يع أ يساا   t
ʔ
laʕ as

ʕ
waːt „make 

noise‟, while Arabic speakers normally say ظجيموجع tɪba:mbɪʕ „the voice of goat‟ as found in the 

narratives of monolinguals and even in the other bilinguals‟ narratives. In (3), the participant 

appears to translate the English idiom into Arabic and say  فقيا  ق ي faqad ʕaqlah „lost his 

mind‟, while the appropriate Arabic word is  ي ّ  ʕas
ʕ
ab „get angry‟. The Arabic use can be 

seen in the following excerpt from the written task of a monolingual subject: 

 و   ا ع الغم  سلمن مفس  فع اللوث ى سلمن وو       ظجموجع ج  لمن ال ا ع كسيج م وو  ( 4)
marr raːʕi: alɣanam wa ka:n maʕah s

ʕ
χalah tɪbambɪʕ, bas alraːʕiː kaːn yːsħabhaː maʕh 

A shepherd passed the farmer. He likes the pears, and he was pulling a goat who was 
bleating.  

4.2. L2 influence on L1 in the morphosyntax  

The L2 influence on L1 of bilingual participants was not restricted to the area of lexicon, 
but it extended to the area of morphosyntax though it was not as much in the lexicon domain. 
A total of 13 instances of the L2 effect in the morphosyntax area were identified in the 
bilinguals‟ narratives. These instances can be categorized in three domains: prepositional 
choice, conjunctional usage and word order restriction.  

The first area where the bilinguals showed instances of L2 impact is that of prepositional 
choice. I found three instances of such L2 influence in the bilinguals‟ data, as can be seen 
below; the first two examples are from the written task, while the third example is from the 
oral task: 

( سظي ص الفي ح الظفييمح   يى ال   س فييع  يوا الهييف    جوياكن فيم فمايي  سجيم  الظفييمح سهي ا فكيي  5)
  ظيا فع اممصسوم امظج  ل ع ك ك  

wa traka alfallaːħ altʊffaːħ ʕlaː alardʕ wa rɪdʒa'a s
ʕ
aʕad alʃadʒarah. baʕdiːn dʒaː dʒaːhɪl 

wa baːq altʊfaːħ wa ʃarad fiːh wa maː entɪbah lliː yːs
ʕ
iːr fiː hnaːk taħat. 

The farmer left the apples on the ground and went back to climb the tree. After that, a boy 
came and stole the apples and got away. He [the framer] was not aware of what happened in 
there.  

( جيياأ الفيي ح كوييا السيي   ساسييظغ   ويين مقيي  سيي    جيياأ ك ييملع كوييكن كسييم    ييى أويي  أميي  كيي ى أ  6)
جهييع ويين  فييك   مايي كف يي  الكيي    ش سالث ثيي  ال فييم  كويي سن ويين  ميياة سليي  سايييا وويي  يجيي  لوثيي ى  س 

 اشسظغ ا !
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bada'a alfallaħ yːʕɪd alsɪlaːl wa estaɣrab mɪn naqs
ʕ
 sallah. bada'a yːt

ʕ
ala'a y:mi:n y:saːr 

ʕal: amal ennah yːraː ay: daliːl, ellaː wɪ alθlaːθɪh alat
ʕ
faːl yːmʊrruːn mɪn ʕɪndah wa kɪl waːħɪd 

maʕah ħabbh kamaθraː, wa dʒalas yand
ʕ
ɪr fiːhʊm bɪʃyːmɪn alstɣraːb 

The farmer started counting the baskets and he was shocked that he was missing a basket. 
He started looking to his right and left hoping to find it, and suddenly the three boys passed 
him holding a piece of pear in their hands. He then started looking at them with confusion.  

فييع هيي ل  أ اولييس  ع لو مييا  و ييومييع أمييع أي يي  ويين جييا    ج يي اي   أيكممييم اليياسا  كظ  يي  (7) 
  س مع فع أهكمء لثك   سوم م أمع ألظز  جملوسا كا سأ ج  يزا  الومن لوم أسس  

aħyːaːnan aldawaːm yːatat
ʕ
llab mɪnniː enniː aħd

ʕ
r mɪn badriː. bɪs

ʕ
raħh ʕamaliː 

kamʊhandɪs fiː ʃarɪkat araːmko t
ʕ
awaːrniː fiː aʃyːa'a kɪθy:r wa mɪnhaː enniː altɪzɪm 

bɪlmwaːʕiːd wa arbɪt
ʕ
 ħɪzaːm alaːmaːn lammaː asuːq. 

Sometimes, my job requires me to arrive early.  Honestly, working as an engineer in 
Aramco Company has changed lots of things in me, such as being punctual and fastening my 
seat belt when driving.  

Similar to the instances of the lexicon domain, these instances in the area of 
morphosyntax are prompted by the fact that Arabic lacks such uses. For example, Arabic 

grammar does not require any preposition before  اميمص hɪna:k „there‟; however, in (5) the 

participant inserted the preposition فيع fi: „in‟ before the position adverb „there‟ which seems 

to be an influence of English on Arabic, especially since English does use this particular 
preposition in such context. In (6), the bilingual subject misused the correct preposition after 

the verb  كماي yandhʊr „look‟ and wrote   فيك fi:hum „at/in them‟ while the appropriate usage in 

Arabic is   ليك  elay:hum „to them‟. Finally, in (7) the participant used the preposition ليي ka „as‟ 

in a context where it is not required by Arabic grammar, but, conversely, it is required in 
English. 

The second area where the influence of the L2 on the L1 was observed is that of 
conjunctional usage. These instances are extremely rare, and this might be the reason behind 
the fact that it has not been documented in previous studies, but I did find two examples of it 
in the bilingual speakers‟ data. Both of these instances are from the written task: 

( لييمن فكيي  وييزا   ك قيي  المفييم  ويين الهييف    سليي  وييم ظوجييا الو ك يي  ال ييع شجسيي م كمييز  سكف ييك م 8)
  سايا لمن كوجك   سايا فم ع سسايا و كمنجمل مماك   لمن  اا ال مماك  ث ث : 

kaːn fiːh mʊzaːrɪ'a yːlaqɪtʕ alaːndʒas
ʕ
 mɪn alʃadʒarah, wa kɪl maː taʕbat almariːlah elliː 

laːbɪsha yːnzɪl wa yːfad
ʕ
iːhaː bɪs

ʕ
anaːdːq. kaːn ʕadad als

ʕ
anaːdiːq θalaːθɪh: waːħɪd kaːn 

yʕabiːh, waːħɪd faːd
ʕ
iː, wa waːħɪd maliːaːn. 

There was a farmer who is collecting pears from the tree. Every time his pocket got full, 
he came down and emptied it into the boxes. There were three boxes: one was with him, one 
was empty, and one was full.  

( لييمن الويييزا   كق يير ميييس  وييين الفمل يي  سكي  يييم فيييع السيي    سلوييي  كق ييير   هييمن كلوييي  السييي   9)
  ىو  سلا س   س   ي  م   ى وقاو  سكل   سوهالثملث   ساس كق ر 

kaːn almʊzaːrɪʕ yːaqt
ʕ
ɪf nuːʕ mɪn alfaːkhah wa yːħat

ʕ
ahaː fiː alsɪlaːl. wa kamal yːaqt

ʕ
ɪf 

ʕlaʃaːn yːkamɪl alsallɪh alθalθɪh. wa hwa yːqt
ʕ
ɪf marr walad saraq sallɪh ħat

ʕ
haː ʕalaː 

mʊqadɪmat syːkɪlah wa mɪʃa: 

There was a farmer who is collecting a type of fruit and putting it in the baskets. He 
continued collecting [them] in order to fill the third basket. Meanwhile, a boy passed, stole a 
basket, put it on the front of his bike, and walked away.  
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Such L2 influence is motivated by the fact that Arabic grammar, with no exceptions, 
requires a conjunction before every element or phrase when listing unlike English where the 
conjunction appears only before the last element or phrase in the list. Table 1 demonstrates 

this difference visually. In (8) and (9), the two bilinguals seem to be effected by English 

grammar and hence, they omitted the coordinating conjunction س „and‟ and placed it only 

before the last element or phrase in the list.  

Table 1 presents the difference between Arabic and English in using coordinating conjunctions 

 English Arabic 
1 I like to eat oranges, apples and 

bananas. 
I like to eat oranges and apples and 

bananas. 

2 Do you like white, red, blue or black 
cars? 

Do you like white or red or blue or black 
cars? 

The following two excerpts are from two different monolinguals contrast the bilinguals‟ 

excerpts in (8) and (9); it shows how the monolinguals differ in using the coordinating 

conjunction س wa „and‟: 

فمسا كسم اسم  س همفسة هجم  ( ساس فع ال  ك   م ا قجوظ  سامهغ  ك ملع سكن  ميا فممق    11)
 فع السكل    لجسا الس  س فووسا اللوث ى س 

wa howa fi: alt
ʕ
ari:q t

ʕ
art qʊbaʕɪth wa enʃaɣal y:tʕlɪʕ wi:n ra:ħt. ʃa:fu:h ʃaba:b wa dʒa:w 

y:sa:ʕdu:nah wa dʒamaʕu: alkamaθra: wa rakʊbau: alsallɪh fi: alsy:kal 

While he was on his road, his hat flew away. He was busy looking at it, and hence, he fell 
down. Three guys saw him and came to help him and gathered the pears and placed the basket 
on the bike.  

   وا و   ثممك س ف   الس   الثممك  س   ( مز  ون الهف  11)
nɪzal mɪn aʃadʒarah wa fallal alsallɪh alθa:ny:ah wa s

ʕ
aʕad marrh θa:ny:h 

[The framer] came down from the tree and fell out the second basket and climbed [the 
tree] again.   

The last area where the bilinguals are observed as having L2 influence on their L1 in 
morphosyntax is that of word order restriction. This area can be further divided into two parts, 
as shown below: 

a) The word order of reflexive pronouns 

English allows a word order of structure that is not allowed in Arabic and vice versa. For 
example, the Arabic word order of a noun/modifier is different from English. While in 
English the modifier precedes the noun, in Arabic the noun comes before the modifier (Al-
Najjar, 1984; Obeidat, 1995), as can be seen in the following examples: 

haðɪhi     fata:t-un    fatenaht-un  

this         girl-Nom    gorgeous-Nom                'This is a gorgeous girl' 

That being said, one might expect to find challenges with the bilingual participants in 
producing such constriction. That is, they might mistakenly produce the modifier before the 
noun, as influenced by L2 grammar. However, such influence was not observed in the data. 
What was actually observed is the word order of reflexive pronouns. Table 2 shows the 
difference between Arabic and English with respect to the order of reflexive pronouns.  
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           Table 2 the difference between Arabic and English in the order of reflexive pronouns 

English Arabic 

I taught each one a lesson. 

Each one took a dollar 

I gave a dollar for each 
one. 

علمتُ كل  احدلد سا ل   I taught each one a 
lesson. 

كلل  احدللد دولل  سا ا  Each one took a 
dollar. 

Not possible in Arabic  

As it can be seen from table 2, the third option is allowed in English but not in Arabic. 
Hence, I suggest that the following two instances from two different bilinguals are a result of 
L2 influences in their L1 morphosyntax: 

( وهسا ال فم  ف قسا قجو  السلا و وك    ى ال    أ ذام سايا وم   س ف  ل سلا س اح ك فو م 12)
  لل   ف  ث ث  لوث ااالسلا أ  ى ل   

mɪʃaw alat
ʕ
fa:l falɪqaw: qʊbaʕat alwalad marmi:h ʕala: alard

ʕ
. aχaðha: wa:ħɪd mɪnhʊm 

wa s
ʕ
afar lɪlwalad wa ra:ħ y:radʒɪʕha lah. alwalad aʕt

ʕ
a: θla:θh kamaθrat lɪkɪl tʕɪfɪl 

The three boys walked and they found the boy‟s hat on the ground. One of them picked it 
up and whistled to the boy and gave it to him. The boy gave them three pears, one for each 
boy.  

( قجو  ال غك   م ا فقا الظيسازن س يمح ساللوثي ى ظمثي ا فيع ال    ث ثي  وين الويم   سيم اسة 13)
 س  سة القجو  ال ع وهى سمسمام    ما  لوث ى لل  سايا 

qʊbaʕat als
ʕ
aɣi:r t

ʕ
a:rt faqad altawazɪn wa t

ʕ
a:ħ wa alkamaθrah tɪnaθarat fi: alard

ʕ
. θala:θh 

mɪn alma:rrah sa:ʕɪdu:h wa ʕat
ʕ
u:h alqabaʕh elli: mɪʃa: we nɪsa:ha:. ʕat

ʕ
ahʊm kamaθrah lɪkɪl 

wa:ħɪd 

The boy‟s hat flew [away] and [he] lost his balance and the pears scattered on the ground. 
Three people helped him and gave him the hat that he forgot. He handed a pear to each one 
[of them].  

In fact, these two excerpts have two instances of L2 influence. The first one is the order 

of each one, and the second one is the use of the preposition ليي „for‟ after the di-transitive verb  
 give‟ since Arabic grammar does not require this verb to be followed by  any„ أ  يى

preposition (Abdalħamiid, 1979). Consider this excerpt example from the monolingual data 
which shows the difference in using reflexive pronouns between monolinguals and Arabic L2 
users of English: 

س  ي  ( جوا وم  مح السلا ال ع فع السكل  فمسا ال فم  الث ث  سسم اسة  ساس سيسة  سيي  لي ك  14)
  ل  سايا وم   لوث ى سيا 

  baʕad ma: t
ʕ
a:ħ alwalad, dʒaw: alat

ʕ
fa:l alθalaθh wa sa:ʕɪdu:h wa howa sawah ru:ha 

kari:m wa ʕat
ʕ
a: kɪl wa:ħɪd mɪnhʊm kamaθrah waħdɪh  :  

After he fell down, the three boys helped him; He rewarded and gave each one a piece of 
pear,  

b) The word order of frequency verb 

Even though English is more flexible with the word order of adverbs than it does with 
other syntactic properties, it does not allow some other possibilities that are allowed in Arabic 
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grammar for adverbs. Consider the following examples of the adverb of frequency usually in 
English:  

i. I usually sleep at midnight. 

ii. Usually, I sleep at midnight.  

iii. I sleep at midnight usually. 

The previous three examples are the only acceptable word order for usually, according to 
Azar and Hagen (2009). However, in Arabic there is one more possible (marked) order 
including these three possibilities (unmarked), as shown below:   

ana:      anam-u           ʕa:da:ta-n           fi:      muntasf-i        ally:l-i 

I sleep-Nom     usually-Acc in mid-Gen nigt-Gen 

 „I sleep usually at midnight‟. 

The word order in English is more rigid in regards to the negative frequency adverb (e.g., 
never, rarely, and seldom). The usual position for these adverbs in English is in the middle of 
a sentence (Azar and Hagen, 2009), whereas in Arabic they can be placed anywhere in a 
sentence.  

In the present study, the bilinguals‟ data demonstrates high restriction in the word order 
of frequency adverbs when they occur. That is, the bilinguals show preference in placing the 
frequency adverb in the unmarked order which is the only allowed possibility in English, 
suggesting an L2 influence in their L1 morphosyntax. Comparing the monolinguals‟ data with 
that of the bilinguals led to this conclusion. Unlike bilinguals, the monolinguals showed more 

free variation of the word order for frequency adverbs, as can be seen in (15) and (16) which 

are excerpts of two different monolinguals‟ spoken task: 

( فع أكم  السجس  أمم وظف غ ل ا اس   أوم فع الفوو  سالسجا فأمم و      ل ظ فك   جمليذاا فيع 15)
 أس ألو  ج كسظهن  سأ س  وع الهجم  غالباأمم أ  ع ال ك  

fiː ayːaːm alesbuːʕ anaː mɪtfarɣ lɪdrash, ammaː fiː aldʒamaʕah wa alsabt fanaː 
mɣas

ʕ
ɪs

ʕ
hʊm lɪtarfiːh. bɪða:t fi: elli:l ana: at

ʕ
laʕ ɣa:lɪban wa aʕasɪl maʕa aʃaba:b aw: 

blaːsteitʃɪn 

On the weekdays, I am dedicated to school, but on Friday and Saturday I set aside time 
for fun, especially at night I hang out often and smoke hookah with my friends or I play 
PlayStation.  

جسييج   ميي  وييم  دائمــاسك سي  ( ظيا   أن ويوييا  سيي  فيع ا ظجييم  السييساق ؟ ايذا ثملييث ويي   ك ظجيي  16) 
  كو ر ك كس 

tadri: ennah maħammad rɪsab fi: eχtɪba:r alswa:qah? haða: θa:lɪθ marrah y:χtɪbr wa 
y:arsɪb da'aeman bɪsbab ennh ma: y:aʕrɪf y:ri:wɪs.  

Do you know that Muhammad failed in the driving test? This is the third time that he 
failed. He failed always because he does not know how to reverse.  

Interestingly, placing the frequency adverb after the verb was only found in the 
monolinguals‟ data, but not in the bilinguals‟ data. Rather, the bilinguals always placed it 
either before the verb (%90) or in the initial position of the sentence (%10), as can be seen in 

(17) which is an excerpt of a bilingual‟s written task and in (18) which is from a bilingual‟s 

spoken task: 

 كوهع فع ال كي  غالباسلمن ( سالسلا ال ع شج  أز     ع لوجظ  و   ثممك  ون فكج  سجاأ ك و  17)
 س جوم لممسا كأل سن فع اللوث ى ال ع أ ذسام ون ال جع 
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wa alwalad elliː laːbɪs azraq t
ʕ
allaʕ lɪʕbɪtɪh marrh θanyːah mɪn dʒiːbah wa bada'a yːlʕab 

wa kaːn ɣaːlɪban yːamʃiː fiː alaːχiːr wa t
ʕ
abʕan kanawː yːakluːn fiː alkamaθrah elliː aχaðw:ha: 

mɪn als
ʕ
abiː 

And the boy who was wearing blue took out his toy again and started playing with it, and 
he often walked behind his friends who were actually eating pears that they took from the 
boy.  

فييع هيي ل  أ اولييس  ع لو مييا  و يي  ج يي اي  اليياسا  كظ  يي  ومييع أمييع أي يي  ويين جييا   أحيانــا( 18)
  س مع فع أهكمء لثك   سوم م أمع ألظز  جملوسا كا سأ ج  يزا  الومن لوم أسس  

aħyːaːnan aldawaːm yːatat
ʕ
llab mɪnniː enniː aħd

ʕ
r mɪn badriː. bɪs

ʕ
raħh ʕamaliː 

kamʊhandɪs fiː ʃarɪkat araːmko t
ʕ
awaːrniː fiː aʃyːa'a kɪθy:r wa mɪnhaː enniː altɪzɪm 

bɪlmwaːʕiːd wa arbɪt
ʕ
 ħɪzaːm alaːmaːn lammaː asuːq. 

Sometimes, my job requires me to arrive early. Honestly, working as an engineer in 
Aramco Company has changed lots of things in me, such as being punctual and fastening my 
seat belt when driving.  

Hence, this might suggest L2 influence in the bilingual morphosyntax since this 
restriction is only required by their L2.  

4.3.  L2 influence on L1 in the semantics 

The final area where L2 influence on the bilinguals‟ L1 was evident is that of semantics. 
Pavlenko (2003) documented several instances of L2 influence in the area. Nonetheless, only 
one instance of such influence was observed in this study. This instance is found in the 
following excerpt of a bilingual‟s spoken task: 

 ووص  هم    لع غ   ( لس سويا كم جهم  19)
law samaħt baʃaːr s

ʕ
ʊb liː ɣlaːs

ʕ
 ʃaːiː maʕak 

Bashar, please pour a *glass of tea for me.  

The word glass in English refers to the known material. American people say a glass 
table, a glass of water (i.e.; these objects are made of glass). However, the bilingual 
participant seems to adapt this word and extend its meaning to refer to cups made out of any 
material (i.e., plastic, steel or iron).  

Overall, the bilinguals‟ narratives provide convincing evidence that English affects both 
the Arabic lexicon and morphosyntax of these Arabic L2 users of English, suggesting some 
evidence of reverse transfer.  

 

5. Discussion  

The present study attempts to investigate the reverse transfer, addressing the two research 
questions in depth. As for the first question concurring the extent of difference, if exists, 
between Arabic monolinguals and Arabic L2 users of English as a result of L2 influence. The 
data, as discussed earlier, provides evidence that L2 (English) influence on L1 (Arabic) takes 
place in the lexicon, morphosyntax and semantics domains.  

The instances of L2 influence on the L1 of Arabic L2 users of English were mostly 
observed in the lexicon domain. This seems to be in consistent with what was found in 
previous studies (Andrews, 1993; Pavlenko, 2003; Laufer, 2003; Pavlenko and Jarvis, 2002; 
Brown and Gullberg, 2010; Zareva, 2010). Pavlenko (2003), for example, found that the 
majority of 56 instances of L2 influence on L1 in narratives of Russian L2 users were in the 
lexicon area.  

The findings also reflect that the morphosyntax domain is also vulnerable to L2 impact 
but not as extensively as the lexical domain. This supports the results of Pavlenko (2003) who 
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found fewer instances of L2 influence on the L1 morphosyntax in the narratives of Russian L2 
users. Hence, she points out that “it is not surprising that the participants‟ morphosyntax is 
less affected than their lexicon” (p. 45). She attributes such result to the fact that most of her 
subjects have been in the target language context for less than ten years. This assumption 
might be also valid in this study‟s participants due the fact that none of them had spent more 
than ten years in an English-speaking environment, as elicited from the background 
questionnaire.   

Furthermore, the study‟s findings reveal one example of L2 influence on L1 semantic 
domain. I anticipated finding more of such L2 influence, especially since previous studies 
have documented a wide range of it (Pavlenko and Jarvis, 2002; Jarvis, 2003; Pavlenko, 2003, 
Alfaifi 2015). However, the only instance of L2 influence in this domain was the semantic 
extension of the borrowed word glass (i.e., Look at (19)). My assumption is that this rareness 
might be due to the fact that previous studies concentrated on the semantic area as one main 
area of the research, and hence, they found lots of semantics instances of L2 influences. For 
example, both Pavlenko (2003) and Alfaifi (2015) focused their studies on the L2 influence 
with respect to tense and aspect which cannot be separated from the semantics domain. In my 
study, however, there was no concentration on a particular domain or another due to time and 
page limit which was beyond this paper.  

In general, having bilingual participants who are at the advanced level of learning English 
and conducting two different tasks (written and spoken), I anticipated to observe much more 
than what was observed in this study, comparably with others studies who relied only on one 
procedure to collect data (Pavlenko 2003; Athanasopoulos, 2006, Brown and Gullberg, 2008). 
Nonetheless, the data provided fewer instances of L2 influence than these studies did. Again, 
this might be due to the fact that none of the current study‟s participants spent more than ten 
years in the English environment, and it is plausible to find more instances if the participants 
have more extensive exposure to L2, as pointed out by Pavlenko (2003).  

As for the second question of this study regarding the environments in which lexical, 
syntactic and semantic reverse transfer take place, the findings indicate that the L2 influence 
was exhibited in the extensive use of the L2/English lexicon in the context of L1/Arabic (i.e., 
borrowing). This is also exhibited in loan translation, as we saw in (2) and (3). With respect to 
morphosyntax, the L2 influence was exhibited in violations in prepositional choice where the 
bilinguals use a preposition in a context that does not require one, or use an inappropriate 
preposition in a sentence. In fact, the preposition domain provides very fertile ground for 
examining the transfer phenomenon since the majority of L1Arabic-L2English learners 
encounter difficulties when acquiring English prepositions, as O‟Dowd (1998) reported, “non-
native speakers of English find prepositions and particles among the most difficult, but also 
the most intriguing forms that they have to master in learning the English language" (p. 6). 
There are two reasons which can explain this difficulty: i) the senses of English preposition 
exceed those of Arabic (Mukattash, 1985), and ii) the number of English prepositions is 
remarkably more than that of Arabic prepositions. There are about 124 prepositions, whereas 
there are only 32 of them in Arabic, according to Abdulmoneim (2011). 

Furthermore, the L2 influence on the bilinguals‟ L1 morphosyntax was exhibited in 
violations in conjunctional usage where the bilinguals are found to omit the coordinating 
conjunction that is required by Arabic grammar, as we saw in (8) and (9). The paucity of 
omitting along with the fact that both instances of conjunction were observed in the written 
task might be a challenge suggesting that the coordinating conjunction was just omitted 
mistakenly (i.e., it is a typographical error not a grammatical error). However, the fact that 
such an error was produced twice by two different bilinguals seems to increase the 
potentiality that it is grammatical (and hence L2 influence). Thus, I include such an error in 
my data as a potential effect of English on the bilinguals‟ Arabic morphosyntax. 

Because bilinguals of Arabic/English have knowledge of both languages‟ prepositional 
and conjunctional system, it is expected that they might perform differently from their 
monolingual peers with respect to these two domains. That is to say, it is plausible to find 
evidence of bidirectional transfer among the bilinguals since they have a wide range of input 



 Reverse Transfer  -------------  Gafar bin Gassem------------جسـور )نشرة غير دورية محكمة( 
=================================================================== 

- 410 - 

 

 

and selections from both Arabic and English comparing to their monolingual counterparts 
(Cook, 2009; Zareva, 2010; Brown and Gullberg, 2012).  

Finally, the L2 influence on the bilinguals‟ L1 morphosyntax was identified in violations 
in word order where the bilinguals show high preference of English word order over Arabic 
word order with respect to both frequency adverbs and reflexive pronouns. This finding 
appears to be in contrast with the results of Cook et al. (2003) where the study revealed no 
statistically significant difference between the monolinguals and bilinguals of Japanese, Greek 
and Spanish languages in the word order cue. Nonetheless, the finding of the present study 
supports the Albirini et al. (2011)‟s study which found that Arabic speakers prefer using 
English word order (SVO) rather than the basic Arabic word order (VSO), suggesting L2 
influence on their L1‟s syntactic domain.   

In general, the word order area of the bilinguals‟ morphosyntax in the present study 
seems to be less effected by English despite the discrepancy between Arabic and English in 
this domain.  

One final related point that must be mentioned is the fact that most the instances of 
reverse transfer in the study were observed in the spoken task. To me, this is not a surprising 
result, simply because the participants in the written are perhaps manipulated by the short film 
constraint. In other words, their narratives are controlled by the fact that they should narrate 
what they had watched. However, in the spoken task, where participants were required to just 
speak spontaneously about any topic, the subjects are free from that constraint. Hence, they 
are more creative and natural.  
Implications  

Now it remains to discuss some implications of this study. If one recalls Cook‟s (2003) 
integration continuum in multi-competence which viewed the two language as being in 
constant relationship along the way rather than in total integration or total separation, one will 
find supporting evidence for integration continuum in the sense that the reverse transfer was 
observed in some aspects of the bilingual‟s morphosyntax but not others. For instance, 
English influence on Arabic was identified in the word order of frequency adverb, but not in 
others aspects, such as the word order of noun/modifier or verb/subject. Hence, this might 
suggest that the bilingual morphosyntax of both Arabic and English was not completely 
integrated nor entirely separated in their minds.  

The findings of this study also reaffirm the integration continuum in the claim that 
reverse transfer may apply to some linguistic domains but not others. In the present study, a 
wide range of instances of L2 influence on L1 lexicon were observed. However, there were 
fewer instances in the morphosyntax domain, and there was only one example in the semantic 
domain. Hence, such results may be counted as evidence indicating that the L1 of bilingual 
participants was not entirely influenced by the L2. This, of course, does not necessarily mean 
that those areas would not be impacted at all; rather, they might be influenced gradually as the 
bilinguals become more advance in the second language.  

Moreover, the fact that the bilinguals behave differently with some aspects of their L1 as 
elicited from the comparison between them and their monolingual counterparts provides 
interesting support for the multi-competence hypothesis. We have seen, for example, how the 
bilinguals show restrictions in their preference with the word order of adverbs of frequency 
(i.e., they prefer the English word order over the Arabic one). This can only be explained 
through the multi-competence hypothesis which claims that bilinguals‟ knowledge is 
restricted as a result of acquiring an L2, leading to the stage of integration where the two 
languages‟ elements are combined (Cook, 2003). This, in fact, is in consistent with Cook et al. 
(2006)‟s study which revealed that bilingual Japanese exhibited restriction in their preference 
comparing to their monolingual parallels.  

6. Conclusion 



 Reverse Transfer  -------------  Gafar bin Gassem------------جسـور )نشرة غير دورية محكمة( 
=================================================================== 

- 411 - 

 

 

The main purpose of this study was to investigate the phenomenon of reverse transfer 
(L2/English influence on L1/Arabic) between Arabic monolinguals and L1 Arabic users of 
English. The findings demonstrate some instances of reverse transfer in the narratives of 
bilinguals, even though these instances were not frequent. Most of these instances were 
observed in the lexical domain. Others were found in the morphosyntax domain and one in 
the semantic domain. Conducting the appropriate statistical tests revealed that the majority of 
these instances were in the spoken task. As for the Cook (2003)‟s multi-competence nation, 
the study‟s results support the Cook‟s model of integration continuum rather than total 
separation or total integration. 

 Notwithstanding these results, it is essential to acknowledge some limitations of this 
study. Firstly, the study is only comprised of 29 participants; half of them were bilinguals. In 
order to have more compelling results, it is recommended to have a large sample size of 
subjects. Having a large sample size would provide more generalizable claims about the 
greater population and result in the study being more credible and reliable. Secondly, despite 
the fact that the narrative/written task seems to be reliable, especially since it was used in 
many previous studies (Pavlenko and Jarvis, 2002; Pavlenko, 2003; Alfaifi, 2015), it appears 
to me sometimes after conducting this study that it is not sufficient in demonstrating what the 
participants really have, so one can build a generalizable claim about their performance. Thus, 
future studies might get a better picture if they consider others experimental instruments. 
Corpus data might be at the forefront of these valuable instruments due to the fact it usually 
conveys more natural utterances and often built upon huge amount of data.  

Lastly, it would be interesting if future works consider the proficiency and frequency role 
in their studies including. That is, there is a need to find if these two variables contribute a 
unique role in the reverse transfer phenomenon, especially since the few previous studies 
(Cook, 2006; Athanasopoulos, 2006; Brown and Gullberg, 2008; 2010) that considered the 
proficiency role found conflicting results, as mentioned earlier in the literature review section. 
Finally, it is worth mentioning that this study contains Arabic monolinguals. It has been 
believed that Arabic monolinguals are not typical monolinguals since they have access to the 
Modern Standard Arabic and also to the multiple dialects, such the Syrian, Egyptian and 
Moroccan ones.  Hence, further studies should consider this point and might include 
monolinguals with a different L1 background.  

I expect that follow-up studies would yield compelling results if they take into 
consideration these points. 
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8. Appendixes   

A sample of the background questionnaire that the participants were required to fill 
before the experiment. Adapted from http://www.bilingualism.northwestern.edu/leapq/ 

 

 

 اسظجكمن ال ج   ساللفمء  ال غسك 

       ظم كخ الكس        اشس  الس        اس  الومئ  

  أمثى  ذل        ظم كخ الوك ا       لسنا

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRNSTxTpG7U
http://www.bilingualism.northwestern.edu/leapq/
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 فع ل  سايا  وم م: بترتيب تمكنك فمء س ا ل  ال غما الظع ظو و م ( ١)

1        2        3        4        5        

(:بترتيب اكتسابك لها  فمء س ا ل  ال غما الظع ظو و م ( ٢)  )لغظص ال  أسشا

1        2        3       4       5        

 لل  لغ  فع الوظسس  يملكام ذ  ظظو   فك   فمء س ا المسج  الوئسك  ل سقا ال( ٣)

                               أا ج ال غ  امم:

                               اا ج المسج  الوئسك  امم:

 ما ا ظكم  ق اء  أييا الم يس  الوظميي  فيع لي  لغمظيص  لي  جملومئي  وين الييمشا ظ ظيم  فك يم القي اء  ( ٤)
 فظ   أن الم  ال  ع لمن ولظسجام ج غ  أ  ى غك  وو سف  لص فع ل  سايا  ون لغمظص؟ لم

 أا ج ال غ  امم:
                              

                               ادرج النسبة المئوية هنا:

 ما ا ظكم  أيا ال غما ل ياكث وع ه   فع مف  وسظسى الف مي  فع ل  لغمظيص  ويم ايع المسيج  ( ٥)
 الذ  ظ ظم ة ل ياكث جل  لغ  ون ال غما؟  فمء س ر المسج  ون  فوملع السقا الل ع الوئسك  ل سقا 

 أا ج ال غ  امم:
                              

                               ادرج النسبة المئوية هنا:

زص فيع لي   فمء ظسوك  الثقمفما الظع ظوكزص  فع وقكم  ون  ف   لى  ه     فمء ظقياك  ا في  ظوكي( ٦)
 ثقمف  

                               أدرج االثقافات هنا

 (امق  امم ل وقكم ) (امق  امم ل وقكم ) (امق  امم ل وقكم ) (امق  امم ل وقكم ) (امق  امم ل وقكم ) 

 

  سوع الذكن ظ قكظ ؟ل   اا سمساا الظو ك  ال( ٧)
 فمء ا ظكم    ى وسظس  ظو كوع ي  ا   ك  )أس الوويما  الو كليع الظق كجيع ل ا في  الظيع ي ي ا 

   ك م فع اسل  أ  ى(:
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 ا ف  الومفسظك  عفزء ون ظو ك  فموو أق  ون وا س  ثممسك 

 الظس اة فع الف سف /ال  /القممسن ظو ك  فمووع وا س  ثممسك 

       أ  ى: فزء ون ا اسما   كم ظا ك  و مع

 

 الظ  ظم كخ اف ظص  لى السشكما الوظيا  الو كلك    ذا لمن كم ج ( ٨)
 أجااا  لى اسل  أ  ى   فمء ذل  اس  الاسل  سظم كخ ال ف    لك م امم    ذا امف ا

  أس   أس   مقييي  فيييع ال غييي    أس  يييور فيييع السييوع ايي  ظو  يييا أجيييااا لوهيييمل  فييع ال  كييي  ( ٩)
 ع ذلص أ  ظ يكيما(أذا فمسجا جي "مو "   فمء أه ح ) جوم ف ؟   مق  فع الظو   

__________________________________________________     _______________________________ 

         غة:ــالم

  ( فمء اش ظكم  ون القمئو  الومسال )اذة اع لغظع 
.  

 :ل  السئ   الظملك  ظهك   لى وو فظص جوم ك ع
 السن الذ     :( ١)

م فيع : الظسم جاأا فك        أ جيا ف يكيا

    : 
      جاأا القي اء  فيع

 : 
م فع القي اء  فيع  أ جيا ف كيا

         : 

                        

  فمء س ا  اا السمساا ساله س  الظع أو كظ م فع ل  جكئ  لغ :( ٢)

 اله س  السمساا 

                     الج ا الظع كظياث فك م جمل غ 

                    الومئ   الظع كظياث فك م جمل غ 

                    الوا س  س/أس جكئ  الوو  الظع كظياث فك م جمل غ 

 

سف و ييم      فييع اليياكث جمل غي  كفاءتـك    فيمء ا ظكييم  وسيظسى    يى وقكيم  وين  ييف   ليى  هي  ( ٣)
 سق ائظ م ون القسائ  الومسال  الظملك :

 (امق  امم ل وقكم ) الق اء  (امق  امم ل وقكم ) ف   ال غ  الوظياث ج م (امق  امم ل وقكم ) الياكث
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 :         فمء ا ظكم  واى  س م  الوساو  الظملك  فع ظو وص   ى وقكم  ون  ف   لى  ه   )4(

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) ل غ /الظو   الذاظعه ائ  ا (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع ال اقمء

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) وهماا  الظ فمز (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع الس  

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) اشسظوم   لى الوذكم  (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا )  الق اء 

 فع السكمقما الظملك :      ظقاك  واى ظو  ص يملكام لي  فمء ( ٥)

 اشسظوم   لى الوذكم / (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع ال اقمء
 الوسسكقى

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا )

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الق اء  (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع الس  

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) ووو  ال غ /الظو ك  الذاظع (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) وهماا  الظ فمز

 ؟     فع ظ س ص  ل   اا ال  فما الفمجك  لاكص فع ( ٦)
 صل فظي فمء ظقاك  واى ظل ا  الو اا الظع كوكزص الآ  سن   ى أمص وظياث غكي  أ ي ع جميمءا   يى ( ٧)

 :       فع 
         غة:ــالم

  ( فمء اش ظكم  ون القمئو  الومسال )اذة اع لغظع
.  

 :ل  السئ   الظملك  ظهك   لى وو فظص جوم ك ع
 السن الذ     :( ١)

م فع جاأا فك  الظسم :    أ جيا ف كيا

      : 
    فعجاأا الق اء  

   : 
م فع الق اء  فع   أ جيا ف كيا

      

                        

 
 
 ع أو كظ م فع ل  جكئ  لغ : فمء س ا  اا السمساا ساله س  الظ( ٢)

 اله س  السمساا 

                     الج ا الظع كظياث فك م جمل غ 
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                    الومئ   الظع كظياث فك م جمل غ 

     الوا س  س/أس جكئ  الوو  الظع كظياث فك م جمل غ 

   

            

سف و ييم      فييع اليياكث جمل غي  كفاءتـك    فيمء ا ظكييم  وسيظسى    يى وقكيم  وين  ييف   ليى  هي  ( ٣)
 سق ائظ م ون القسائ  الومسال  الظملك :

 (امق  امم ل وقكم ) الق اء  (امق  امم ل وقكم ) ف   ال غ  الوظياث ج م (امق  امم ل وقكم ) الياكث

 :      ع ظو وص   فمء ا ظكم  واى  س م  الوساو  الظملك  ف   ى وقكم  ون  ف   لى  ه   )4(

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) ه ائ  ال غ /الظو   الذاظع (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع ال اقمء

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) وهماا  الظ فمز (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع الس  

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) وذكم اشسظوم   لى ال (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا )  الق اء 

 فع السكمقما الظملك :      ظقاك  واى ظو  ص يملكام لي  فمء ( ٥)

اشسيييييييييييييييييييييييييييييييييظوم   ليييييييييييييييييييييييييييييييييى  (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع ال اقمء
 الوذكم /الوسسكقى

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا )

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الق اء  (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) الظفم   وع الس  

 (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) ووو  ال غ /الظو ك  الذاظع (امق  امم ل وقكم  الومسا ) وهماا  الظ فمز

 ؟      فع ظ س ص  ل   اا ال  فما الفمجك  لاكص فع ( ٦)
 صل فظي  ى أمص وظياث غكي  أ ي ع جميمءا   يى  فمء ظقاك  واى ظل ا  الو اا الظع كوكزص الآ  سن ( ٧)

 :       فع 
 


