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Daniel Berhane, Ethiopia rejects Egypt's (¢)
offer to finance the Renaissance dam. April 08,
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SUMMARY

Missionaries’ Aim and Role
In Eliminating Arabic Effects
In the Swahili language

Dr. Abu Yaasir Mbwarali Kame
Lecturer, Department of Kiswahili and Other African Lanquages, College
of Arts and Social Sciences, Moi University, Eldoret, Kenya

The missionary movement is a product of both Christian
Crusade and colonization whose effects in different aspects of
life are far reaching. Our concern here is the Arabic Language
which occupied a central place before the advent of missionaries,
as history shows clearly.

The Arabic language had a direct impact on various
languages and dialects in Africa and Asia. More importantly,
the Swabhili language and all its dialects were overwhelmingly
influenced by Arabic, both in their terms and structures.

With the advent of missionaries under the Church Mission
Society in 1844, the missionaries started to eliminate the Arabic
influence in the central language used in East Africa, namely,
the Swahili language, which was written with Arabic scripts.

The first setback of Arabic language took place when the
missionaries deliberately used Latin in their communication in
place of Arabic. In addition, whilst Africans were fond of using
African dialects in worship, attempts were made to translate the
Bible into a Swahili free from Arabic-related words. Furthermore,
attempts were made to remove Arabic-related words from
Swahili dictionaries.

In contrast, Swahili scholars attempted to stop the
elimination of Arabic impacts on the Swahili language, and
wrote extensively against such elimination.

Finally, the future of Swahili in East African is looming. It is
considered as not only alanguage but also a mode of civilization
duly accepted by members of East African communities m
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Nigeria:s Presidential
Elections: Ohservation and
History

Abdul Hakeem Najmuddeen
Nigerian Writer and Researcher

Nigeria, like many African countries faces the challenges
of post-colonialism and military coups, but after the recently
concluded elections, in which the opposition party (APC) not
only won the presidential race but also carried along Nigeria’s
two biggest cities, Lagos and Kano, there is no doubt that the
country’s political system is taking another direction.

In a step categorized by the media as unprecedented, the
incumbent president, Goodluck Jonathan conceded defeat to
the President-elect Mohammadu Buhari by a phone call, and
issued a statement urging his supporters to accept the result,
a move that says a lot about the political developments in
Nigeria, and few had expected, although Jonathan was widely
criticized for his failure to stop corruption and the deadly
insurgency by the Boko Haram militants.

While hosting the national executive council of the
Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF), Mohmmadu Buhari said:
“My administration will concentrate on three major areas
upon assumption of office; that is insecurity, the economy/
unemployment and corruption. We will ensure we nip
insecurity in bud.” By this statement, it is obvious that the
former General surely knows what it takes to be the president
of Africa’s most populous nation m
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SUMMARY

Impact of Monetary Policy
on African Exports: The
south African Gase

Dr. Diab M. Elberry
Researcher and analyst in African Economic Affairs

This study aims to analyze and estimate the impact of
monetary policy on African exports, with emphasis on South
Africa between 1980 and 2012. It uses the statistical approach
and the econometric technique by applying a gravity model in
the South African case.The study is arranged in three sections.
The first addresses theoretically the importance of export and
the impact of monetary policy on it. The second analyzes the
developments of monetary policy and the performance of
exports in South Africa since 1980. The third estimates the
impact of monetary policy on exports in South Africa.

The study concludes that the monetary policies in South
Africa between 1980 and 2012 had a significant effect on the
total exports of South Africa and their structure. Therefore,
using the monetary policy tools will positively affect the
performance of merchandise exports in South Africa, and thus
contribute to increasing their growth rate. That will increase
the national income and the profits from foreign exchange,
reduce the trade balance deficit, and improve the deficitin the
balance of payments with other countries. The overall results
of this study may apply to African countries other than South
Africam
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Traditional African
Theater: Roots and
Functions

Dr. Omar Abd-Elfattah
Nigerian Writer and Researcher

Theatre is a mirror of society - a reflection of social life.
Africa has known theater in its modern sense only recently, but
has known it in a traditional sense since a very ancient time.
It is manifested in people’s festivals, rituals, mythology and
other forms of social engagements. Traditional African theater
has survived in spite of the intrusion of modern culture and
theater from outside Africa.

This study aims to shed light on the traditional African
theater through showing its original roots and aspects. It also
attempts to demonstrate its most important features, both
formal and in terms of content, as well as its roles and functions
in African societies. Especially noted is that this art is still there
and persistent, to some extent, despite the introduction and
spread of modern theater, which dominated drama in most
African societies.

This study begins with an introduction of the subject and
is arranged in four sections. The first section discusses the
beginnings and original roots of traditional African theater.
The second highlights the most important aspects of the
traditional African theater. The third discusses its distinctive
features, both formal and in terms of content. The fourth deals
with the roles and functions of traditional African theater in
African societies. The study ends with the main results and
some concluding remarks m
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SUMMARY

The Oil Factor in India’s
Policy towards Africa

Hnane Rezaiquia
Algerian researcher in political science and international relations

India is a mostimportant energy consumer worldwide, and
energy is a fundamental factor that shapes its policy towards
the African continent. Like other oil-dependent countries,
India faces serious problems securing regular oil provisions.
Strategic oil producers in many parts of the world have in the
last few years been the subject of fierce competitions between
major industrial powers, let alone that some such producers
are unstable.This impelled India to seek new oil markets, hence
the African continent seems to be quite appropriate.

India has adopted different strategies to achieve its oil
policy. For instance, it proposed to provide some African
countries with economic development aids. However, to the
disappointment of India, which is not the only oil-seeking
power in the continent, it faces fierce competitions from a
number of industrial powers such as China, France, and the
United States. Such competition has obliged India in some
cases to reconsider its policy and eveniits alliances as it wanted
to preserve its oil interests in the African continent m
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The Post-Colonial State in
Africa:the Case of Nigeria

Amadou Mamadou
Researcher in political science at the University of Mohammed Vin Rabat

African nations have marched towards building modern,
post-colonial nation-states, but faced different problems.
Despite the diversity of problems and challenges, the observer
can find acommon thread of challenges and crises in all regions
of the black continent. The most essential and notable of those
problems are the following: the fragility of social structures
in African countries, the strong loyalty to tribe and race over
national unity and citizenship, the collapse of state institutions,
the loss of state legitimacy and credibility in the people’s eyes,
and the widespread political corruption in all forms, which is
the subject of this study. The essential problem of building
nation-states after colonialism in most African countries is the
absence of justice and peaceful mechanisms of power transfer.
Therefore, people in these countries use unlawful methods,
such as military coups in which army officers seized power
repeatedly, and rebel movements. This overall status of post-
colonial states in Africa applies, to a large extent, in Nigeria. As
crises begin to loom in all nation-building projects in Africa,
this study aims at showing and explaining the mostimportant
reasons of the aggravated crises of building modern nation-
states in Africa generally, and in Nigeria in particular. It also
discusses ways to address them and ease tensions through
positive roles that can be played by the elites, such as the
political and cultural ones m
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SUMMARY

Reading in the Rwandan
EXperience:
From Fighting to Goexistence

Yunusu MUSHUMBA
Writer, Researcher and Islamic preacher from Rwanda

After a violent conflict, the experience of bloodshed and
terror leaves deep scars amongst the parties of conflict. In
cases where violence perpetrated the intimate realm of a
community, such as during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda,
future cohabitation is profoundly affected by the experience.
Coming to terms with the past is a major challenge.

The division of Rwanda has a long history, central to the
Hutu-Tutsi conflict lies the interplay between ethnic realities
and their subjective reconstruction (or manipulation) by
political entrepreneurs. Over time, ethnic belonging has
become meaningful for many Rwandans, even more so for
a section of population in the post-genocide environment.
It is therefore necessary to address these cleavages through
changing the way the members of a community relate to each
other. Otherwise, violence and aggression may remain a mode
of solving inter-community problems.

In this article, | have demonstrated how processes of post-
conflict political, social and economic transformations, or the
absence thereof, reflect the way the past is remembered.

In Rwanda today, people who lived through the 1994
genocide of Tutsi have different recollections of the past,
depending on their roles at the time and their situations
today. Rwanda's society is highly diverse, reflecting various
experiences of the genocide as victim or participant, bystander,
absentee or savior m
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Quranic schools... Its impact
on shaping the national
identity of the Comoros

Dr. Noordin Mohammad Bacha
Faculty of Imam Shafiee, Comoros, Supervisor of Al-Belad bilingual
(Arabic-French) newspaper.

Quranic schools were established in the Comoros with the advent
of Islam. They constituted the first educational system witnessed
by the people there, so they rushed to send their children to them.
Hence, they became the main heaven of forming the components of
the national identity of the Comoros and its pure elements, with its
national, religious and cultural dimensions. They served as a fusion
tub to melt ethnic, tribal and racial groups into a single unified fabric.
Thus, they planted the meanings of the united homeland, under the
umbrella of the Arab-Islamic identity, and encouraged putting aside
all affiliations that may divide the society’s structure.

Side by side with religious lectures in the mosques, the Quranic
schools continued to teach the basics of the Arabic language, the
pillars of the Islamic religion, and its specialized knowledge in
accordance with the Sunni school of thought.

The Quranic schools worked also to install values of religious
tolerance in the Comorian people and to consolidate a unified system
of moral values in their life, especially with regard to veneration for
holy symbols of Islam, loyalty to the believers, and respect of the
other’s point of views.

However, the foreign-based education is still attractive in
fulfilling the requirements of contemporary life, even though it
destroys the elements of national identity of the Comorian people.
The solution lies in the modernization of Quranic schools, and we
hope that the initiatives of civil and private sectors will take this
responsibility, with the support of interested Islamic associations
and organizations m
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selectively, as only Africans have been
subjected toit. The legal cases currently
in front of the ICCare only about African
countries, namely, Uganda, Congo,
Central Africa, Sudan (Darfur), Libya,
Cote d'Ivoire, Mali and Kenya. This made
some people ridicule it, saying that the
ICC is only dedicated for prosecuting
dark-skinned Africans!

There are surely many international
crimes that are more offensive than
what happened in Darfur or Kenya, as
the world watches live broadcasts of
massacring children and weak people,
and the use of internationally prohibited
weapons in Gaza, Syria, Iraq, Burma and
elsewhere. However, the ICC did not lift
a finger in these cases, as if they took
place on another planet!

The Court is also completely silent
towards the crimes taking place in Africa
by Western powers, such as France’s
crimes in Rwanda, Mali and Central
Africa, asifits jurisdiction does not cover
these crimes.

In addition, while the ICC rejects
to investigate United States, European
or Israeli crimes, it rushes to investigate
crimes in African countries, regardless
how untenable the arguments are.

Editorial

In the case of Sudan, which is not
a member of the Rome Convention,
Ocampo surprisingly took a completely
illegal position by accepting to
investigate the case referred to him
by Security Council, which decided
to investigate the so-called war and
“genocide” crimes in Darfur. Ocampo
did not only violate his role as Attorney
General in this case, but also acted
illegally by announcing the results of
his investigations in the media and
calling publicly to arrest al-Bashir,
although he was expected to only
make recommendations to the Criminal
Court. This only confirms the doubts
that the case against President al-Bashir
is politicized, especially as Ocampo’s
actions came only three days after the
US State Department called for the
arrest of al-Bashir

What we aspire for the African
continent is real independence within
the legal framework of human rights
that protects both peoples and
states against the transgression of
international organizations. We also call
for a fair treatment with the continent,
as well as protecting its people from
dictator and brutal governments m
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Africa In The Face of the
International Griminal

Both the African Union and South
Africarejected the arrest warrant against
the Sudanese President Field Marshal
Omar al-Bashir, which was issued by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) and
supported by some local human rights
organizations in South Africa, thus
raising many questions on, and putting
again in the spotlight, the purpose and
role of the ICC and the viability of its
trials, given many overlapping data.

Is this a special case of African
solidarity, or an expression of a normal
collective African position toward the
Court? Does this position stem from
convictions on the Court, its role and
selective justice? Or, is it based on a
balance between African interests
on the one hand, and international
interests on the other hand? Are there
other reasons and justifications for this
African position? These are some of the
many open questions in this regard.

The ICC was established under the
Rome Convention, signed on 17 July
1998, and took effect in July 2002. It
was the first permanent international
criminal court, thus replacing the
special courts formed by the Security
Council for trying war criminals, human
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rights violators, and those accused of
crimes against humanity. At that time,
helpless people around the world
rejoiced, thinking that the Court will
back them in front of the injustices of
major powers, and restore the missing
balance in the world. However, till now,
the court had thirty two legal cases
against accused war criminals, with only
one conviction, that is, against Thomas
Lubanga in the Democratic Republic
of Congo,

Over time, it became clear that the
court may not be able to oblige states
to fulfill their responsibilities against
the individuals indicted with the court’s
verdicts. The court confront multiple
impunity, and has no independent
executive body that can oblige states
to act upon its verdicts. The court’s
constitutive law, however, stipulates
that states (or their representatives)
that do not sign the ICC treaty may
be indicted as long as the concerned
crimes took place in a country that has
already ratified the treaty. Accordingly,
government officials of the United
States or Israel may be prosecuted.

Nevertheless, in practice, this
international organization clearly acts
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