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SUMMARY

Towards A Sustainahle
Development of African Language:
A Descriptive Approach

Dr. Ismail Zanaghu Barazi
Assistant Professor of Linguistics and Arabic, Arabic Department, Bamako
University, Mali

Although Africa suffers from many plagues such asrivalry,
cultural domination, language plurality, and lack of language
planning policy, African languages, this research asserts, can be
an important means of drawing much profit and launching a
sustainable development for their speakers if a set of technical
suggestions are followed. They include developing the
potentials of African languages which will result in language
learning and creation; developing the techniques of language
analysis, translation, interpretation, doubling, composition
and writing, and language correction; developing linguistics
technologies and terminology techniques; linking languages
to national identities and religions; resolving conflicts among
diverse nations by language plurality; and creating an
efficient communication means on the basis of writing African
languages and developing language instructional means and
research methodology. The next step would be to publish the
data collected about the languages on the Internet, which
would make our languages stronger and thereby create a
green culture that can reflect the African continent and result
in much profit and more sustainable economic revenues.
Through these means, | think we can develop the whole African
continent on the basis of self-confidence m
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African Protection of Children
In Military Disputes: A Study of
Legal Texts and Mechanisms

Naseera Nahari
Ph.D. Candidate, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Oran University

Africais the region with the largest number of child soldiers
in the world. The rise of this phenomenon is reinforced by the
increasing spread of easily carried, paid and used weapons,
and the large number of wars and conflicts in Africa. In this
context, most African countries have sought to develop a set
of laws and regulations to enhance the protection for children
during the hardest times, i.e., armed conflicts. Perhaps, the
most important of those legal provisions is the 1990 African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and the 2001
African Declaration on Children Future. African mechanisms,
especially the Organization of African Unity and the African
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child,
play important roles in promoting this protection through the
embodiment of the principles of these documents m
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SUMMARY

Role of African Youth in
Community Development
through Non-Profit Organizations

Shawqi Salah Ahmad Ismail

Researcher, Rakaiz Al-Marefa for Research and Studies, Sudan

Compared to other continents, Africa is young. Its youth
represents the majority of its total population. African states
must therefore invest in youth in order to launch a sustainable
development locally and regionally, and enhance the public
awareness of voluntarism that can organize the youth in non-
governmental organizations and direct their efforts to develop
their local communities socially and culturally. African youth
face many challenges and must solve many problems, such
as illiteracy, dropping out from schools, unemployment and
illegal immigration. African youth should draw a roadmap
to solve these problems through non-governmental
organizations that have visions and missions based on the
positive customs and traditions of their own communities to
build a sustainable development. That road map must include
plans and programs necessary for development led by African
youth themselves. Such efforts can materialize by community
members, because government efforts are not enough to solve
all problems in African countries m
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Suggested Alternatives to Fund
Arab Education in Francophone
West African Countries

Sisi Ahandu
Ph.D. Candidate (Education), Sultan Zainal Abidin University, Malaysia

This article aims at assessing the conditions of funding
Arab education in Francophone West Africa, identifies the
factors affecting it, and proposes alternatives to it. Using
descriptive and analytical methods, the article found many
factors affecting education funding, such as the interest in
ensuring education quality, the use of modern technologies,
the teacher professional training programs, the level of
educational waste, the community’s interest in education
and its funding, and the individual and familial awareness
of the importance of education and its role in developing
life skills. Funding Arab education in Francophone West
Africa is limited to tuitions paid by students’ parents or
guardians; all other sources are considered secondary and
unstable. The most important alternatives for funding Arab
education in Francophone West Africa include government
funding, contracts between Arab education institutions and
local businesses, and funding through local communities,
endowments, loans from domestic or foreign banks, and
raising tuition fees. There is a need for the Arab education
institutions to know their rights in state funding, and build
bridges with the authorities overseeing education in general
and Arab education institutions in particular m

VYO | 2 15010005 b Lmnaiia Lone oloch A3



SUMMARY

Soft Penetration: Determinants,
Contexts and Challenges of the
Turkish Strategy in Africa

Mostafa Shafeq Allam

Researcher in International Relations - Eqypt

Behind lofty political rhetoric about Turkey’s humanitarian
aid and economic development, its African policy can be
understood in the context of its long-term orientation in
international politics. Turkey’s growing engagement with Africa
has been serving its broader goal to position itself as a global
player with a complex foreign policy. Turkey’s involvement in
African countries is both wide-ranging and multifaceted. Its
engagement with Africa in recent years has been driven by
Africa’s growing economic importance to Turkey, the latter’s
interest in disengaging with the Middle East; and its apparent
desire for influencing the large Muslim population of sub-Saharan
Africa. Trade with African countries is important to Turkey’s global
trade. Turkey’s direct investment in Africa is increasing, and a
number of free trade agreements are being negotiated. Turkish
businesses, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises,
are carving out a niche in construction as well as information
and communications technology. Within the framework of the
“Benevolent Partner” Strategy, Turkish relations with the African
continent will presumably continue to develop in the foreseeable
future. Keeping in mind the heavy involvement of civil society
in Turkish-African relations, it is safe to claim that the existing
ties could be sustained for a long time. Nevertheless, there is a
number of challenges that Turkey faced in expanding its African
relations, such as the international scramble for Africa; the
political, economic and social environments in Africa; and the
security threats of terrorist organizations m
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Does Africa Gare ahout
Arah Problems?

Elsayed Ali Abofarha, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Bani-Sweif University, Egypt

This study investigates if Africa pays attention to Arab
problems, and the issues that Africa cares about and why.
The study analyses and evaluates African positions on the
following Arab problems: Libya, Yemen, Syria, terrorism, and
high oil price. It deals with Africa on two levels: the collective
level (as in the case of the African Union on Libya), and the
level of individual countries. The study begins with Libya
then Yemen, and shows how geography plays a crucial role
in the African position on the latter, specifically as far as the
roles of Djibouti and Eritrea are concerned. Then, the study
discusses the African position on terrorism, armed groups,
and the new, Saudi-led Islamic Coalition against terrorism. As
for Syria, the study found no crystal-clear or influential African
position, although the crisis is more than five years old. On oil
price, which is a global file, the two Gulf and African groups
have different positions over those involved and affected.
In conclusion, there are many reasons for Africa not to care
about Arab problems. Some reasons are historical, while
others are the result of wrong past practices. However, there
is an opportunity for Arabs and Africans to develop mutual
interests m
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SUMMARY

Religious-Political Tension
and the Challenge of Modern-
State building in African Sahel

Mustafa Anjay

Director, Center for African Research and Studies, Mali

The process of building a modern state in Africa faced
the challenge of excluding religion and ethnicity from politics
- a requirement of building a modern state according to
Western philosophical and political literature. Many years
after establishing modern African states, religion and ethnicity
remain two essential institutions that play central roles in
orienting political authority and governance, thus questioning
this state model, its viability, and its appropriateness to African
local characteristics. In this article, | examine the relationship
between religion and state in African Sahel, with historical
evidences of gradual secularizing of the Sahelian states from
their foundation till now. Also analyzed are forms of interaction
between religion and state, with reference to facts and events
in different states in the region m
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European Geographic
Discoveries of Africa and
GContemporary Effects

Dr. Ahmed Abdel-Dayem Mohamed Hussein
Professor of Modern and Contemporary History, Institute of African
Research and Studies, Cairo Universit

The economic exploitation of the African continent intensified
after penetrating Africa’s mysterious geography by a number
of European explorers, adventurers and travelers, whether on
their own or funded by geographical societies. Geographical
associations played an important role in exposing the secrets
of the continent’s interior, discovering more streams and rivers,
and assessing its mineral and agricultural resources. Travelers and
explorers of the Nile and Niger rivers demonstrated the role they
played. Trips to southern and central Africa, tracing the course of
the Zambezi River between 1853 and 1856 and the upper Congo
Riverin 1871, were among the most prominent efforts in providing
economic information on these regions. This information opened
opportunities for European businesses and Companies to trade
with Africa. | believe that the travelogues formed a tremendous
source of information, which helped Europe subjugate and
control these regions easily. The knowledge accumulated by
European traveler turned into an influential force. Africans did
not have that knowledge in the nineteenth century, and had no
alternative knowledge to resist the Europeans. Therefore, they
could not respond to the occupation of their lands with sufficient
power. Travelers were thus the ones who made that difference;
they created a huge information gap between Europe and Africa
in all fields. The treaties and agreements between Europeans
and Africans during the colonization moment were protected
by not only European military forces on the ground but also the
information provided by travelers’and explorers’ networks m
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SUMMARY

Role of Muslim Scholars in
Peacehuilding in Africa

Adama Bamba
Senior Lecturer, Academy of Islamic Studies, University of Malaya,
Malaysia

This paper is an attempt to explore the role that Muslim scholars play
in maintaining peace and social harmony in their respective societies. To
achieve this objective, this paper offers a socio-historical perspective of the
African past and present in order to observe the attitudes of imams, judges
and Ulama in various parts of Africa, with particular emphasis on West
Africa. The six main areas defined by Simpson Cynthia for the activities of
religious peace-builders are adopted in this observation. These six areas are:
advocacy, intermediary, observation, education, transnational justice and
intra-interfaith dialogue. In this regard, it was found that Muslim scholars
in ancient Africa, such as in Mali and Songhay empires, were first-class
peace promoters. They strived to maintain social harmony and peaceful
cohabitation among various ethnic and religious groups. They also played
mediatory roles, at a high level, between kings in time of wars and sever
conflicts. Also, it was found through the reading of the present conflicts
in Africa, that the peacebuilding activities of the scholars compasses all
the aforementioned six peace-building areas. This is true in all the African
conflicts explored here, such as the Nigerian inter-ethnic conflicts, the Sierra
Leonean civil war, the Rwandan genocide, the Ivorian post electoral conflict,
and, very recently, the Central African Republic conflict. In all these cases,
Muslim scholars took the lead by involving in peaceful activities, calling
their Muslim fellows to the calm and non-violence attitudes, protecting the
weak parties, helping the needy people, involving actively in the national
dialogue and reconciliation projects. These attitudes were internationally
saluted and recognized by various international peace organizations, and
many of those Muslim religious peacebuilders in Africa are today among
the World most respected leaders m
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felt the same sufferings and needs
of his generation, which pushed him
toward creativity. Thus, he founded
in the capital city, Lomé, the Infinite
Loop company, which currently
manufactures (smart bags) that he
describes as a computer in the form
of a solar-powered bag. Kudo says
that during his study of sociology in
Lomé University, owning a computer
was a sign of extravagance. Add to
that the difficult situation in remote
areas beyond the reach of power
grids in Togo. Consequently, he
designed a computer in the form
of a bag equipped with a touch
screen and a battery, chargeable by
solar energy, that can last up to five
hours. In 2015, Sam was awarded
the Mandela Washington Fellowship
for Young African Leaders, and the
African Development Foundation in
the United States (USADF) award. Itis
worth mentioning that Sam Kudo is
only 25 years old.

Another success story of young
people is that of John Kasauna,
a leader in the movement of
maintaining livestock in Namibia. He
educates fishermen and encourages
them to protect animals instead of
hunting them.The results of his work
are as follows:

- In 1995; there were 20 lions in
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Namibia; but there are more than 130
lions today.

-In 1982; the black rhino was on
the verge of extinction; but today
Namibia has the largest number of
black rhinos on earth.

- More than 13 million hectares
of Namibia’s land have turned into
reservations for wildlife.

What John did was to embrace
fishermen. This is the opposite of
what some governments do now,
namely, killing them. Rather, he
recruited them to work for and
become shareholders in maintaining
reserves.

Beauty and Success

We conclude this concise tour by
a model of success and beauty of an
African city. Despite rivers of blood
that flowed in its streets and on its
hills 22 years ago, Kigali, the capital of
Rwanda, managed to lick its wounds
and handle its shame and won Africa’s
most beautiful city award in 2015,
according to the United Nations
classification.

Africa’s successesandachievements
are great and many, and we should put
them in the spotlight and make them
obvious in the media in order to foster
optimism, bring up hope, and stimulate
others to imitate the good work. m



reduction of economic gap between
urban and rural areas in Burkina Faso
by 8%, all going beyond what was
expected. The report focused on ten
African countries, including Algeria,
which was a model for the imposition
of tax fees on oil consumption;
Burkina Faso, which was able to
benefit from forest rehabilitation;
Namibia, which utilized organic
agriculture; and Uganda, which
increased its organic exports. All of
this indicates that, throughout the
continent, countries began to reap
the benefits of their sustainable
development.

Success models of recovering from

crises

Rwanda represents a model for
an African nation recovering from
crisisand moving towards prosperity.
After its civil war and genocide that
took place 22 years ago, and despite
its limited resources, it is now capable
of competing with other nations
and became the African champion
in economic diversification, due to
strong government, bureaucracy that
is immune to corruption, and being
receptive to investors. According
to the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), poverty in Rwanda has fallen
from 56.7% in 2005 to 39.1% by 2014.
While Rwanda’s regional competitors

Editorial

suffered from a slowing economic
growth, The IMF estimated for it a
GDP growth of 7.3% in the first half
of 2015, and the service sector is
expected to grow by 7.1% in 2016,
compared to 5.1% in previous years.
The Rwandan model gives us an
example that a sincere will and a
strong management can accomplish
much, no matter what the obstacles
are.

Nigeria, Africa’s most populous
state and largest economy, walked
on the footsteps of Rwanda. After
its fair elections, there were multiple
achievements; most notably were the
overcoming of corruption, and the
restoration of nine billion dollars as
stolen assets and tax evasions.

Africa’s youth: Its hope of success

Addressing success and
achievement in Africa, we must
mention youth, who are the soul and
fuel of this success. Africa’s youth are
themselves the spirit of success; they
understood the sufferings of their
nations and the challenges they face,
and unleashed their thought and
enthusiasm to exert efforts to change
the reality into a better one.

An example of that success is
Sam Kudo, a young man from Togo.
He was raised and educated in a
country with modest capabilities, and
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Despite the problems and
difficulties that Africa faces, it
still seeks reform and prosperity,
benefiting from its potential physical
and human resources, and relying
on its energetic youth who are
filled with hope. Africa enjoys
important and inspiring successes
and achievements, especially if
when regard in comparative
contexts historically, politically and
internationally, but most of them
are forgotten or missing. Let us
then review various models and
examples of Africa’s successes and
accomplishments in the near past.

Towards Political Reform

During the past two years (2015-
2016), Africa witnessed more than 25
referendums and presidential and
parliamentary elections. Regardless
of claims about about these elections
and their results and impacts, this
mobility signals a new spirit and a
determination to correct and change
Africa’s path in order to pave the
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way to wider participation of African
people in ruling their own countries.
This mobility also testifies to the
fairness and good organization of
these elections.

Move towards Green Economy

This is another success in
the continent. In a report issued
by the World Bank, that despite
the slowdown of global growth,
comparing to the expected levels
and, the instability of commodity
prices, African economy continues
to grow at a good pace, where the
growth is expected to accelerate
in the region by 5.2% per annum
between 2015 and 2016, rising from
4.6% in previous years.

“Success stories of Africa turning
to green economy” was a title of a
report issued by the United Nations
Environment Program. It states that
moving towards green economy led
toanincreasein GDPin Kenya by 12%,
raised the average life expectancy in
Senegal by 1.3 year, and led to a
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