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South Sudan: What is the fighting about?, (V)
BBC, 10 May 2014, on: http://www.bbc.com/
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South Sudamws chaotic slide back into conf- (Y)
lict: an insiders view, The Guardian, 17
August 2016, on: https://www.theguardian.
com/global-development/2016/aug/17/south-
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World must work together to stop violence (Y)
in S. Sudan, DECEMBER 28, 2013, on:
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/
south-sudan-political-/28/12/editorials/2013
rivalry-threatens-world-newest-country/

use3BrRIb8VK8XnqycKmAM/story.html

South Sudan is destroying its free press, (Y)
one journalist at a time, Opoka p’Arop Otto,
the Guardian, 7 July 2016, on: https:/www.
theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/07/south-
sudan-is-wiping-out-its-free-press-one-
journalist-at-a-time

Los Angeles Tiems> Editorial , «The tragedy
of South Sudan, only five years after its
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birth», on: http://www.latimes.com/opinion/
editorials/la-ed-south-sudan-20160728-snap-
story.html
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Los Angeles Tiems» Editorial , «The tragedy (V)
of South Sudan, only five years after its
birth», on: http://www.latimes.com/opinion/
editorials/la-ed-south-sudan-20160728-snap-
story.html
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African Union Approves Plan To Put (Y¥)
Peacekeeping Force In South Sudan, July 19,
2016, on: http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-
african-union-/486592426/19/07/way/2016
approves-plan-to-put-peacekeeping-force-in-
south-sudan
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Can the AU help South Sudan where the UN (1)

is failing?, ISS, 22 August 2016, on: https://

www.issafrica.org/iss-today/can-the-au-help-
south-sudan-where-the-un-is-failing

South Sudan softens stance on UN  (Y)
peacekeeping force, 14 AUGUST 2016, on:
/08/http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016
south-sudan-softens-stance-peacekeeping-
force-160814085940136.html
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SUMMARY

Civilizational Cross Fertilization hetween
the Middle Maghreb Cities and Western
Sudan in Medieval and Modern Times

Abdul-Basit Al-Musta'een, Ph.D.
Fatima El-Fihrya Center for Research and Studies, Fez,
Morocco

Relationship between Middle Maghreb and Western Sudanese cities
during the middle ages and modern era was strong and multifaceted. First,
their demographic interactions go back to very ancient times, and have
been strengthened in the Islamic era. Second, their economic relations were
particularly enhanced by the Maghreb's increasing demand for gold and
slaves from Western Sudan, and the latter’s import of textile, manufactured
tools and Mediterranean agricultural products from the North. This trade led
to the emergence of a number of Western Sudanese cities, such as Oudaghost,
Tighadda, Tighazi, Wellata, Twate, Jenny and Tombokto, as well as a number
of Middle Maghreb cities, including Tihert, Tlemcen, Warghla, Twate, Zab,
Bejaia, and Constantine. Third, on religious influences, many Western Sudanese
communities converted to Islam, thanks to the Muslim merchants who
travelled to that region constantly. As a result, major empires were established
onand strengthened by the new religion that coexisted peacefully with older
beliefs. Fourth, their political relations go back to the Rustomi era and thrived
during the times of the Ziride, Hafside and Zianite states through exchanging
gifts and envoys. Most importantly, Maghili, a descendant of Middle Maghreb,
occupied a prominent position in the court of Mohamed Askia, a Sultan of the
Songhai Empire, where he had a great impact on many Western Sudanese
Emirates and contributed to their political developments.

The civilizational influences appeared first in science and culture, and
second in religious orientations. On one hand, some Middle Maghreb cities such
as Tlemcen, Twat and Biskra supplied the Western Sudanese cities with savants,
imams and teachers who were then impacted by Western Sudanese scholars,
such as Ahmed Baba Tombokti. This scientific interaction resulted in adopting
Arabic as the language of science, education, culture and governance in Western
Sudan. On the other hand, the Kharijites' doctrine spread in Western Sudan
before the Maliki jurisprudence became the official doctrine in North Africa.
Other religious influences include the spiritual impact of Sufis, particularly the
Qadiriya and Tijania, which spread widely among the people of that region m
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Maliki Jurisprudence in
Guinea Gonakry (13th and
14th centuries A.H.)

Muhammad Tafsir BALDE
Ph.D. student in African studies, Dar El Hadlith El Hassania, Al Qarawin
University

This study of jurisprudence and jurists in Guinea defines
the jurisprudential movement in this place of the Islamic west
and shows its jurists’ vital efforts in serving the Maliki school
witch they follow in scholarship and particle life. There was
no famous and widely spread school of jurisprudence in
Guinea like the Maliki school, which determines the calendar
of religious activities and is followed by the general secretariat
of religious affairs. the Maliki school was the first in Guinea
where all people there now follow it and all juristic writings are
based on it. Guinea’s great jurists energized the jurisprudential
movement in the region and worked on spreading Islam there
for centuries. They also enriched the Islamic library and, as a
result, left a great famous heritage. This research is arranged
into three parts and a conclusion: the first addresses the
jurisprudential movement in the region, the second discusses
the titles that distinguished Guinean jurists, and the third is a
biography of some famous jurists of this school m
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SUMMARY

Manp of African Elections
in 2016: The Limits of
Prospects for Change

Elsayed Ali Abofarha
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Faculty of Politics and Economics,
Beni-Suef University, Eqypt

In the 2016, the African continent witnessed general
elections of heads of the executive branch of government in
more than 15 countries. However, this electoral momentum
does not reveal a real change in most of these countries. This
study analyzes the electoral scenes in certain African countries
to determine the future of elections and democracy and the
prospects for Africa’s political development. In particular, it
reviews the electoral procedures in Benin, Congo Republic,
Chad, Djibouti, Uganda, Gambia, Gabon, and Sao Tome
and Principe, and discusses their reasons and post-election
consequences. The results shed doubts on the future of
democracy in Africa. The democracy question here concerns
the procedures rather than the usual question of absent
content and substance of democracy in Africa m
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The Butterifly Effect ana
Israeli Penetration of the
Nile Basin countries

Hamdy Abdel Rahman Hassan, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science, Zayed University (UAE) and Cairo University

(Egypt)

Israel's foreign policy is based onits interests and ideological convictions.
However, by its proclaimed Jewish nature and peculiarities as an artificial
international entity, it has been built on theological basis and for expansionist
aims that eventually lead to the formation of “Greater Israel”. It is a paradox
that the state which claims that its raison d'étre is to emancipate Jews from
racial persecution and the sense of insecurity has itself become suffering
from a chronic sense of insecurity. Its need for security is a central issue that
dominates political thinking, both internally and externally. Therefore, it seeks
to achieve two main objectives: first, domination and control in the Middle
East; and second, formation of an alliance system with the Arab world’s
periphery that Israel want to use against the Arab world's core.

The visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in July 2016 to
four countries in the Nile Basin region should be understood in light of this
historical context. It was the culmination of many years of Israeli penetration
of Africa. The trip reflects Israel's new foreign policy orientations in the post
Arab Spring period, in which Africa became a top priority. Despite the political
safari of high level Israeli officials to Africa, such as Foreign Minister Avigdor
Lieberman, Netanyahu s the first Israeli prime minister to travel to Africa while
still in office, since Yitzhak Rabin visited Casablanca in 1994.

There is a personal motive for this visit, which took place on July 4, the
fortieth anniversary of the Israeli operation to rescue hostages in Uganda
in 1976, in which Netanyahu's older brother was killed. This tour will bring
Africa closer to Israel. Africans highly demand Israeli security aid to counter
threats of Islamic extremism, and Israel seeks more African allies, particularly
in the United Nations and other international bodies, where it is regularly
condemned for occupying the West Bank and blockading the Gaza Strip. This
article focuses on the impact of the Arab Spring on Israeli strategic thought
and the new diplomatic offensive in Africa, especially the Nile basin region m
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SUMMARY

Geographical Analysis of
Tourist Movement to Africa

Mousa Fathy Mousa Atlam
Assistant Professor of Economic Geography, Faculty of Arts, Menofia
University, Egypt

This research presents a geographical analysis of the
movement of tourists in Africa, which is witnessing an exponential
growth in the number of tourists which increased from 0.5 million
tourists (or 0.2 % of all tourists in the world) in 1950 to 55.7 million
tourists (or 4.9% of all tourists in the world) in 2015. The number
is expected to reach 85 million tourists (or 6.3% of all tourists in
the world) in 2020. Tourism in Africa contributes significantly to
the GDP and provides job opportunities. Income from the tourism
sector increased from $7.2 billion in 1980 to $50.3 billion in 2010,
and is expected to reach $85 billion in 2020.

The geographical distribution of tourists in Africa’s regions
varies. North Africa comes first, averaging about 42.1% between
1990 and 2010, and South Africa comes second with about 24.7%
of tourists during the same period, followed by East Africa with
about 21.6% of tourists. Only a small number of tourists visit
West Africa and Central Africa. There is no change in the first ten
countries, which are located mostly in North Africa, but their
ranks changed because of economic and political conditions. For
example, Egypt, ranked first in 2010, with about 22% of tourists,
droppedin 2014 to the third place after Morocco and South Africa.

Air transportation is the first tourist transportation, and its
role is expected to increase in the future. Leisure tourism is most
attractive to tourists in the continent and accounts for nearly
50% of all tourists. Tourism in the continent is expected to grow
significantly, and this study presents recommendations to further
increase the tourist movement in the continent m
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Ratiba Berd
Lecturer, Department of Political Sciences, Mouloud Mammeri University,
Tizi-Ouzou, Algiera

This article discusses the current state and importance of Japan-Africa
relations by shedding light on Japan'’s interests, purposes, strategy and
opportunities to penetrate Africa; competition with others over Africa; and
the role of Tokyo International Conference for Africa’s Development (TICAD) in
development cooperation in Africa. The research problem s centered on Japan’s
attitudes toward Africa, and analyzed through the mutual-reliance approach-a
theoretical framework based on a liberal perspective of the institutional role.
The article also focuses on the role of African mechanisms in the continent’s
advancement, which can reduce wealth looting and exploitation through taking
advantage of development programs, seizing opportunities, encouraging
inter-regional blocs, diversifying foreign relation networks, working on local
development programs such as the NEPAD initiative, utilizing resources and
avoiding foreign draining of them through adjusting the existing size of used
resources and controlling foreign companies.

Japan is determined to emerge as a global power and use its economic
weight to strengthen its political image in the world. Its role was first based on
providing aids, but shifted to a new policy of aids, cultural exchange and peace.
It supported African development by calling the international community to
TICAD in 1993. Its African interest is based on its growing international standing
and natural resources, and its position as a principally regional power in Asia.
In addition, Japan considers Africa a main key to its international diplomacy,
and its African policy an indication to its willingness to assume international
responsibility, especially as it has been recently aspiring to become a permanent
member of the Security Council.

Will Africa be able to take advantage of Japanese cooperation and
investments? Or will its economic resources be drained by Japanese companies?
African countries must act firmly on the issue of resources exploitation and wealth.
They should prioritize self-sufficiency for each country and regionally through
commercial exchange networks with neighboring countries. International
cooperation and solidarity have become most important strategies to face the
new threats requiring interdependence. This matter should be approached
pragmatically, where parties should profit according to their contributions m
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SUMMARY

African Refugees hetween
settiement and Diaspora
Challenges

Mohammad Al-Basheer Ahmed Mousa, Ph.D.
Researcher in African and Legal Studies, Chad

The OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugees
Problems in Africa (the OAU Refugee Convention 1969) forms a fertile
ground for different African countries to address the refugees issue,
particularly the sub-Saharan region which has an increasing number of
refugees, representing 26% of all refugees in the world. There was an
expectation that the number of refugees in 2014 (15.01 million) would
decrease to 14.09 million in 2015, but this expectation was not met. The
refugees’ situation even worsened after the OCHA efforts stopped in
some areas or dropped significantly, and its announcement of inability
to support the Central African Republic’s refugees in camps in southern
Chad due to lack of resources.

Since the majority of African countries signed this Convention and
annexes and protocols, there appeared certain gaps in the Convention,
leading to weak commitment of some African countries or weak adherence
to implementing its provisions. However, there have also been positive
aspects in some countries that received a large number of refugees,
especially in terms of integrating refugees in local communities voluntarily.

We need to study cases of refugees and the intellectual and normative
variables, taking into account the effects of globalization migrations and
globalization challenges on refugees in the programs and projects of
the United Nations agencies and other organizations which oversee the
refugees’ camps in Africa, with the aim of realizing eventually a refugees’
society that is active and productive rather than being a burden on host
communities. Such policies will undoubtedly contribute to the voluntary
return of large numbers of refugees, especially those who lived in refugee
camps for many years m
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Food Security and
Development GChallenges
In Africa: Facts and Bets

Asmaa Dehkal
Researcher, University of Mustapha Stambouli, Mascara, Algeria

Food security is a complex question and tomorrow’s big
strategic issue. It is referred to in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, adopted by the United Nations. However,
millions of people in many parts of the world, especially sub-
Sahara Africa, are undernourished. Due to this serious problem,
food security is not only an agricultural economic question,
but also linked to national and regional security and political
strategies. Food has become an indirect strategic weapon in
the hands of the producing and exporting countries aiming
at achieving political goals. This research attempts to clarify
the ambiguity of the economic literature on the concept of
food security, and highlight the intrinsic relationship between
food security and economic growth. In order to answer to the
research problem, the article shows that the main objective
of growth is to increase income and reduce poverty levels. It
demonstrates that most African countries made impressive
economic strides toward growth. However, in spite of
outstanding developments of the agriculture conditions, the
aids that the continent receive from international organs,
and that Africa has become the world’s first continent in
importing food, the African countries have not yet succeeded
in providing adequate food for themselves m
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He is widely credited for introducing
Islam to Uganda when he persuaded
King Sauna of Uganda to convert to
Islam in 1843.

« Hamid bin Mohammed al-
Marjabi (1837- 1905 CE), nicknamed
Tipo Tep, who was an Omani trader
and the conqueror of Congo. He was
considered one of the explorers and
helped Western explorers in their
work in Africa.

« Ali Hassan Mwinyi (b. 1925),
who was the former president of
the Republic of Tanzania. He was a
politician and lawyer and served as
Tanzania’s president between 1985
and 1995. His presidency was the
golden era for Muslims after the
church controlled the country, as
he was able to restore the Muslims>
rights and standing.

« Professor Ali Mazrui (19332014-
CE), who was a political scientistand a
professor at several universities, most
recently was the State University
of New York at Binghamton, where
he founded the Institute of Global
Cultural Studies, and directed it until
shortly before he died. He was born
at the city of Mombasa, Kenya, for a
family of an Arab Omani descent, and
was best known for his writings on
politics and culture, mainly in Africa,
and especially his writings about
Islam and Muslim issues.

There are many names
and symbols - an endless list in
science, Jihad and governance. We
mentioned here only examples for

Editorial

demonstration, in order to highlight
the continent’s history and symbols
which have long been marginalized
over the centuries.

The sons of the continent should
remove the dust of marginalization
from the history of their continent,
their symbols and civilization, as there
will be no future for them unless they
highlight those symbols and their
scientific and intellectual output,
verify its authenticity, and then
disseminate it. History is the memory
of any nation; no nation can survive
without a memory. And studying
history and learning its lessons are
features of powerful nations. The
stark example is the efforts made
by the nations that have no history
to invent one for themselves, even
a fabricated one, so that they may
acquire a good standing among
nations, as the case of both America
and Israel.

It is indeed surprising that
a nation like Africa that owns a
tremendous history turns its back to
it, makes no use of it, and considers
it as an extinct past.

This is a call for all African
peoples, individuals and groups to
read their history consciously in order
to learn its lessons and methods of
understanding and moving forward
that can benefit them in their march
towards Africa’s renaissance and
exploring its future, so that it may
restore its glory, status and pride
among nations m
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« Sheikh Omar bin Mohammed
bin Mohammed Bakr al-Folani, known
as”“Flatah” (1345 - 1419 AH), who was
ascholarinIslamicjurisprudence and
Hadith. He was a narrator of Hadith,
an interpreter of the Koran, a writer, a
preacher and an educator. Born near
Mecca, he lived in al-Madinah, and
directed Dar al-Hadith in 1377 AH. He
also served as the Secretary General
of the Islamic University in 1395 AH.

+ Sultan Muhammad Babato
Zberma, who was born in Adonged
village in the Republic of Niger. He
is considered a scholar who helped
spread Islam and Arab culture in the
north of what is now the Republic of
Ghana in the nineteenth century.

+ Sheikh Mahmoud bin Omar
Bah (1906 — 1978 CE), the founder of
al-Nezamiyah schools in West Africa,
especially al-Falah schools. Born
in Goole in southern Mauritania,
he opened about 77 Arab schools
in West Africa up to Cameroon in
Central Africa, and 89 mosques as
well.

+ Alhaji Ahmed Belu Sardona
(1909 - 1966 CE), who was the
prime minister of Nigeria>s northern
province. He was a great statesman
and preacher in Nigeria and a true
struggling, good Muslim. He stood
alone among millions of Muslims
in the face of Christian preachers
to defend his religion of pride and
dignity, and uphold the law of Islam.

+ Sheikh Abubakar Mahmoud
Gumi (1341- 1413 AH), who was the
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Grand Mufti of Nigeria and an adviser
and the right-hand of Haji Ahmad
Belu Sardona. They worked together
to establish Nasr al-Islam group.

+ Sultan Ahmed bin Ibrahim al-
Fazzan (the Ghazi) (15071543- CE),
who was the greatest Muslim sultan
in Somalia. He invaded Abyssinia
after having united the tribes of
Somalia and a number of Oromo
tribes under his leadership, and was
about to dominate Abyssinia but the
Portuguese and other Europeans
intervened. He was killed in a battle
against Portugal and Abyssinia after
he managed to kill Cristovao, the
commander and son of Vasco da
Gama, and King Lebna Dibengel the
Ambharic.

« Imam Sultan Yusuf bin Saif al-
Ya'rubi (died in 1680), who was the
leaders of Omanis in the Ya'rurbi state
when it managed to liberate Muscat
from the Portuguese control. He
chased the Portuguese in the Indian
Ocean and liberated the Arabian Gulf
from their evil. He also defeated the
Portuguese and ended their presence
in East Africa.

« Sultan Said bin Sultan Al Busaidi
(17971856- CE), who was the greatest
Sultans of Oman. He made Zanzibar
the capital of his state, and had the
greatest impact on the deployment
of Arab and Islamic civilization in
East Africa.

« Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Amiri,
who was a Muslim trader and a most
important pioneer in calling to Islam.



that guides them in their current
conditions of weakness, ignorance
and exploitation at the hands of
Western and otherimperialist powers
that consider the continent and its
people as their property.

Among those marginalized
symbols are the following:

« Sheikh Abdullah bin Fodio (1766
— 1829 CE), who was the brother of
Othman bin Fodio. Contemporaries
surnamed him as the “Exceptional”
of his time and the “Polymath” of
Sudan (West Africa). He had thorough
studies and countless writings in
different disciplines and is best
known for his interpretation of the
Koran.

+ Sheikh Mohammed Bello bin
Othman bin Fodio (1780 — 1837 CE),
who was the son of Sheikh Othman,
was one of his most important
ministers. He took control of the
eastern part of the state until people
pledged allegiance to him to succeed
his father in 1817. He was a scholar
and had several books, most notably
his Dispersing the Affordable in the
History of Altkror.

« El Hadj Omar Bin Saeed Tal
al-Footy (1796 - 1864 CE), who was
a most important disciple of Sheikh
Othman, and assumed leadership in
his state. He led the war against the
pagans in the Fouta Tor and Sico,
and stopped the advance of French
colonialism in the region.

Sheikh Ahmed Fourtou
Albernoa, who was a contemporary
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of Sultan Idris Aloma, the Sultan of
Alberno Empire between 1570 and
1603. Sheikh Ahmed was the Sultan’s
Secretary and his imam in prayer.

« Sheikh Ahmed Baba al-Timbukti
(1556 - 1627 CE), who was a most
famous scholar of Timbuktu. He was
an encyclopedic historian, a scholar
of Sharia, and an iconic scholar in
Arabic language and literature. His
biographic writers said he compiled
more than forty books, and taughtin
the State of Songai and abroad.

« Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin
Abdullah al-Saxdi (1596 - 1656 CE),
who wrote, The history of Sudan, a
book chronicles to the Islamic State
of Songai, and is a most famous
historian of Africa.

+ Sheikh Ahmad Hamad Bo al-
Masne (1776 - 1844 CE), who was a
struggling scholar, and the founder of
the Islamic state in Massena in 1818,
located within the current boundaries
of modern Mali. His capital was called
Hamdallah.

« Sheikh Abdul-Qadir Kun (1728
- 1810 CE), who founded the Imami
state in the basin of Senegal.

« Sheikh Abdul-Rahman al-Afriqi
al-Zubramawi, who was born in
Vava village, located on an island in
the Niger River in the State of Mali.
He graduated from the School of
Dar al-Hadith and was appointed a
professor there and in the Prophet>s
Mosque. Among his works is The
Rahmanian Lights in Response to
the Tidjanis.
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Africa and the
marginalization of Islamic
Leaders and Figures

No history has been distorted
and fabricated like the history
of Africa. There were numerous
kingdoms, empires and sultanates
before and after Islam which had
power, glory and a large share of
civilization, and nursed Islamic
leaders who had influences and
impacts in all areas and on all levels.
But then we find suppression and
disinformation of this illustrious
history, not only upon states, but also
upon the iconic leaders that led to
Africa’s Renaissance. Unfortunately,
the continent’s sons and daughters
themselves are ignorant about their
history and symbols, as they do not
give them the due attention.

As we talk about the
marginalization of African symbols,
the anniversary of the death of one
of Africa’s most important icons is
imminent. In 2017, we will witness
the second centennial anniversary
of the death of one of Africa’s most
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important symbols, namely, the
struggling scholar Othman bin Fodio
(11691233- AH / 17541817- CE), a
man who represented a unique case
in knowledge and jihad. He was a
statesman par excellence — may Allah
be merciful with him. He managed
to combine knowledge and struggle
to establish a strong Islamic state
in the nineteenth century, namely,
the Kingdom of Islamic Sokoto. He
fought against religious, behavioral
and political corruptions in Hausa
countries in West Africa, and was
able to subdue West Africa under the
dominion of his kingdom, which is
referred to by some historians as an
Islamic caliphate.

In addition to Sheikh Othman,
the African continent nursed
a lot of symbols, scholars and
leaders who had unique and
unimagined contributions. Despite
of marginalization, their works
continue to be a beacon for Africans
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