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SUMMARY

Fueling Internal conflicts
In Africa: Shocking Facts
on Children Soldiers

Mostafa Shafeq Allam
Political Analyst and International Relations Specialist

Children are recruited and used by armed forces, both
government and opposition groups, all over the world, but
the problem of children soldiers is severest in Africa. Children
now fight all over the continent: in Uganda, the Central
African Republic, South Sudan, Somalia, Nigeria, Mali and
the Democratic Republic of Congo. According to the Paris
Principles on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict
(2007), the concept of child soldier in international law refers
to any person under 18 years of age who is part of any kind of
regular orirregular armed force or armed group in any capacity,
including but not limited to cooks, porters, messengers, and
those accompanying such groups, other than pure family
members. The concept includes girls recruited for sexual
purposes or forced marriage; thus is obviously not confined to
a child who carries or has carried arms. Recruiting and using
children under the age of 15 as soldiers is prohibited under
the treaties and custom of the international humanitarian
law, and defined as a war crime by the International Criminal
Court. The parties to a conflict that recruit and use children
are listed by the Secretary-General in the annexes of his
annual report on children and armed conflict. International
organizations and academic sources estimate that there
are up to 250,000 children soldiers in irregular and regular
armed forces worldwide. In Africa, it is estimated that up to
120,000 children are currently used as combatants or support
personnel, representing 40% of all child soldiers worldwide m
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African Arabists and the
Challenges of ldentity: A
Social Criticism Perspective

Elkhidru Abdul Baaqi Mohammed
Professor of Mass Media and Director of the Nigerian Center for Arabic
Research

The term African Arabists might not be well known in
Arab cultural and academic communities, but the concept and
meaning have deep roots in history. Africa is one of the leading
areas that was influenced significantly and intensely by Arab
culture, which took root in African regions, until it became an
important element in the life of the African Muslim people.
This paper consists of a preface and two main sections and
a conclusion. The preface explains the link between cultural
identity in African societies and the roots of Arab culture in the
Africans’intellectual life. The first section discusses the general
framework of the concept of African Arabists in terms of
contexts, connotations and link with Arab identity. The second
section explains in details the mostimportant challenges and
complications concerning the Arab cultural identity of African
Arabists. The conclusion recommends ways to address those
problems and challenges m
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SUMMARY

Human rights and the State
of Law In Airica: Between
Reality and Expectations

Dr. Mohammed Albeshir
aresearcher in African and legal studies, Chad

The African Union declared year 2016 the year of
human rights in Africa as well as women'’s rights, based on
the “international model” Thus, it replaced old labels with
a new one, which is “African Women'’s Decade: 20102020-"
It also launched the African Women Fund to support the
promotion of women'’s rights during this decade. Raising
this slogan coincided with the 35™ anniversary of adopting
the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights in year
1981 in Nairobi, and the 13" anniversary of the Protocol on
Women'’s Rights in Africa, adopted in Maputo in 2003, and
linked to the African Charter of Human Rights. In spite of the
new slogan, “Year of Africa’s Human and Women'’s Rights” in
year 2016, violations still exist in Africa, and 2016 was Africa’s
worst year in terms of human rights, according to Amnesty
International’s annual report, State of Human Rights in the
World 20152016-. This slogan did not have an impact even
where the AU is headquartered, namely, Ethiopia, which was
on the top of the list of the countries violating human rights
in 2016. Human rights violations were also committed by the
United Nations forces in Central African Republic and South
Sudan, as well as the African Union troops stationed in Bangui.
If African countries truly want to respect rights and freedoms,
they must allow people to participate in decision-making, stop
fighting and administrative and political corruption. They must
also enhance the culture of tolerance, build the rule of law and
human rights, and connect good governance to rule of law m
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The Development of Arabic-
Islamic Learning in West
Africa: A Gase Study on Ghana

Mohammad Hafiz, Ph.D.
Department of Modern Languages, College of Humanities, University
of Ghana

The paper examines the development of Arabic-Islamic studies
in Ghana, seeking to highlight the underlining factors of its growth
and inherent challenges. It relies largely on secondary sources as
well as primary data gathered through interview and observation. It
is organized into three main sections: The first section explores the
inseparable association between Arabic and Islam, demonstrating that
this connection constitutes the major drive for learning Arabic in West
Africa and across the globe. The second section discusses the peculiar
features of the crucial stages of development of Arabic-Islamic learning
in Ghana, namely, Quran schools with their associated higher learning
in algat, the establishment of formal Islamic schools, the concurrent
teaching of Arabic-Islamic and secular streams in Islamic schools, and
the introduction of secondary and higher diploma curricula in Islamic
schools. The third section focuses on the prime challenges facing
Arabic-Islamic studies such as the lack of uniform curriculum and proper
administrative setup, the limited avenues for training Arabic and Islamic
studies teachers, the limited supply of professional teachers, and the
lack of appropriate and adequate textbooks. It was held that the lack
of recognition for certificates awarded to graduates of Arabic-Islamic
studies has the most devastating effect; it has been mainly responsible
for the poor remuneration of Arabic-Islamic teachers and tend to
demotivate teachers, students, guardians and parents. Among several
measures, the study proposes that Islamic schools in Ghana must strive to
become self dependent, generating their own income to pay their staff.
It equally stresses the need to establish an Arabic and Islamic Board to
streamline and standardize Arabic-Islamic education across the board m
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SUMMARY

Effectiveness of Information and
Communication Technolouy in Transforming
Sub-Saharan Africa into a Knowledye Society:

Challenges and Future Prospects

Cissé Ahanadou
Ph.D. Student, Educational Foundations, Sultan Zainal Abidin University,
Malaysia

This paper defines the concept of knowledge and
its characteristics and relationship to information and
communication technologies, specifically their effectivenessin
turning sub-Saharan Africa into a knowledge-based society. It
highlights the challenges of information and communication
technology in sub-Saharan Africa, and discusses their future
prospects. Emerging research shows that the most important
challenges are the lack of political stability, high rates of
poverty, illiteracy, the absence of specific e-learning culture
and information, the lack of creative and innovative human
resources, poor infrastructure for Internet services and mobile
phones browsing and searching, and the knowledge gap
and digital divide. To meet these challenges, Africans should
eradicate poverty through promoting investment in the field
of human capacity and inventions, rebuild the infrastructure
forinformation and communication technology, and increase
the technological awareness of citizens and the workforce by
enabling all citizens to use mobile phones and information
and communications technology networks as public services.
Africans should also promote quality education and scientific
research based on information technology, and move toward
knowledge production m
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Glohal Warming, Climate
Change and Human Life in
Africa: Sudan as an Example

Mustafa Mohammad Khojli
Professor of Geography, International University of Africa, Khartoum,
Sudan

This paper studies aspects of global climate, specifically
warming and climate change. The current global warming
is thought to have started with the industrial revolution,
the burning of fossil fuel and the emission of a number of
gases, mainly carbon dioxide which keeps the heat close to
the ground instead of spreading it in the upper atmosphere,
thus raising the temperature from 260 to 353 parts per million
between 1790 and 1900, and to 400 in recent years. The
numerous conferences and workshops recommendations to
reduce such emission were not successful. The continuous
warming will have negative effects in the crops which need
a warm (neither hot nor cold) climate. The paper also argues
against theidea that world climate is changing. Climate studies
since the late Pleistocene and Holocene till the present time
show no climate change - only short and medium fluctuation
in rainfall. The years of less raining, which result in failing crops
and plants, are followed by years of normal and good raining.
The paper makes three recommendations: to store food in
years of surpluses to be used in years of shortage, to conduct
research to enable crops to resist the temperature increase
and thrive with less water, and to plan for combating the rises
in sea level, storms and floods m
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SUMMARY

Algeria's Foreign Policy In
Africa: Principles, Bases
and Developments

Qitt Sameer
Professor of Political Science, University of Mohamed Khider, Biskra,
Algeria

Since the first years of Algeria’s independence, its strong
presence in African continent has been remarkable, especially
diplomatically, but this policy underwent changes periodically.
During the Cold War, it was the ideological factor that defined
Algeria’s relations with African States. In the mid-1990s, the
Western Saharan issue emerged as a new factor directing
Algeria’s diplomacy in Africa to gain African support to its
stance on this issue. Later in 1990s, Algeria’s foreign policy,
especially in Africa, declined due to many factors until it
turned notable again during the Bouteflika era, but with
the new target of security. With this perspective, this paper
broaches the question of the development of Algeria’s foreign
policy towards Africa since independence, and the variables
distinguishing that developing policy in each period. The
paper is arranged in three sections, with the first focusing on
the core principles of Algeria’s foreign policy and emphasizing
the paradox of how these principles have been stable in spite
of many shifts in international politics. The paper second
section addresses the bases of Algeria’s foreign policy in Africa,
which were essentially ideological but also determined by the
Western Saharan issue and Algeria’s internal crisis. The third
section demonstrates how Algeria’s foreign policy became
dynamic again after Bouteflika assumed power and showed
a deep interest in developing Algeria’s foreign policy towards
Africam
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Constitution in Africa:
Mechanisms, Gauses and
Gonsequences

Al-Sayyed Ali Abu-Farha, Ph.D.
Lecturer of Political Science, Beni-Suef University, Egypy

Constitution is the supreme document in every country. It
is the ultimate source of regulation in almost all contemporary
political systems, whether democratic or non-democratic.
In democratic systems, constitution is the most important
document that regulates the relationship between the
authorities and sets the rules of behavior. It is the package of
legal rules that is written in a single document or documents,
or not written at all. In undemocratic systems, however,
constitution is arguably insignificant because these systems
lack important democratic determinants, such as the rule of
law. Nevertheless, undemocratic systems hardly make explicit
claims that they violate their constitutions. In this context,
this study aims to answer the following questions: for what
purposes are constitutions written? Why are constitutions
amended? Why are they amended in Africa in particular?
Who may take advantage of their amendments? Thus, we
can understand the different dimensions of the process of
constitution amendment in Africa, as well as its causes and
consequences m
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SUMMARY

ECOWAS succeeds in
settling the presidential
crisis in Gamhia

Badr Hassan Shafei, Ph.D.
Expert in African Affairs, Cairo University

The Economic Community of West African States is
undoubtedly the best African international organization in
terms of security mechanism, which it applied in conflict
resolution in several countries such as Liberia, Sierra Leone,
and Cote d'Voire. Thus, when the Gambian president Yahya
Jammeh refused to leave his office after losing the election,
ECOWAS states such as Senegal and Nigeria decided to
intervene, through this organisation, to persuade him to
step down. Both the African Union and the UN Security
Council authorized ECOWAS to solve this problem peacefully.
Senegal and other ECOWAS countries moved their troops
near the Gambian border and gave Jammeh a last chance
to quit. Consequently, Mauritania and Guinea succeeded to
persuade him to leave without holding him accountable. So
the elected president Adama Barrow returned to Gambia
from Senegal, asking ECOWAS troops to stay there for three
months. Barrow promised to revise decisions taken by Jammeh
such as the withdrawal from Commonwealth. However, many
challenges still face Barrow. Two prime challenges are the next
parliamentary and local elections in April, as he must ensure
their fairness and persuade all parties to take part in them m
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Rafee Owonla Busayree Al-ljebuwi, Ph.D.
Founder of Daarul-Uluumil-Islamiyya
Director Of Duin International Academy, Abuja, Nigeria

All hands must be put on deck to distance Africans from
Qadianism whose members disbelieve in Prophet Muhammad
as the seal of all prophets. They are found in southern Africa
(e.g.Johannesburg and Mauritius), northern Africa (e.g. EQypt,
Tunis, Algeria and Morocco), eastern Africa (e.g. Mozambique,
Tanzania and Uganda), and western Africa (e.g. The Gambia,
Ghana, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Mali). In Nigeria in particular,
they have centers in the North and Middle Belt (e.g. Kano,
Kaduna, Bauchi, Maiduguri, Jos, llorin and ljaw lands) and plan
to transfer their headquarters from Lagos to Abuja. They are
also found in western and eastern Nigeria (e.g. Ibadan, Shaki,
Oyo-town, lle-Ife, Abeokuta, Akure, ljesha land, ljebu land and
Ibo land). The Muslim World League of Makkah had hit the
nail on the head in its 1974 declaration signed by 58 states
that considered the Qadianis who call themselves Ahmadies
as non-Muslims. Since this is an age of dialogue between
religions and ideologies, the Islamic centers in world capitals
must provide wings of research about Qadianism, Shi'sm and
Sufism m
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achieve these goals;”

5. The International Bank aids for
the fiscal year 2016, which aim at raising
agricultural productivity; increasing access
to reliable and affordable energy; building
the capacity to confront climate change;
strengthening fragile and conflict-affected
countries; promoting the improvement
of education quality and the initiatives to
boost education (e.g. science, technology,
engineering and mathematics); providing
excellent training programs and applied
research; and the transfer of knowledge
to sectors of priority, such as agriculture,
health, education, and applied statistics;”

We conclude with models of
successful experiences within and outside
the continent. Although each model
concerns one state, they are presented here
so that Africa can determine the appropriate
path for its future:

Rwanda, which is the fastest growing
economy in Africa. Its rise was based
upon good economic reform, enhancing
competitiveness, and the reliance on
processing industries, rather than natural
resources;

Mauritius, which is characterized
by peaceful rotation of power, legal
transparency, and a diversified economy.
It supports open market policies, controls
inflationary pressures, and encourages
foreign investment;

South Africa whose rise was
supported by a positive political climate
and societal consensus. It adopted

http://www.albankaldawli.org/ar/about/annual- - (1)
report/regions/afr

http://www.albankaldawli.org/ar/about/annual- - (2)
report/regions/afr

Editorial

developmental policies to replace its
traditional industries with modern sectors,
reduce government’s intervention in
economy, encourage investment, and
provide loans for development.

Outside the continent:

South Korea, which relied on self-
initiatives for combining state central
planning and market economy as a path
for development, in addition to investing
in human resources through developing
general and vocational education, with
its institutions and curricula, and raising
awareness of technology and knowledge
economy;

Singapore, which started with a
globaleducation systemand learning from
successful experiences that contributed
to an economic leap and a boom based
on manufacturing and technology, as is
the case in the experiences of Malaysia
and India.

In each of these and other
experiences, there are features, indicators
and paths of a rise based on economic,
political and social achievements; human
development; education; technological
progress; and the economy of a
knowledge-based society.

A continent with the size of Africa
perhaps needs to move on all tracks to
rise. African experts therefore need to
identify features and indicators of rise
at all levels, analyze the phases of each
experience, study the bases and reasons
for its success, and monitor the most
important policies and mechanisms
pursued by every country in various fields,
and the most important points that it
ignored, in order to find the appropriate
track for a comprehensive African rise m
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its youth, and she light on the dangers
around it;

- Strengthening civil society role in
the framework of partnership with state;

- Establishing knowledge-based
society, administration and economy,
with all necessary technologies;

- Availability of scientific and
specialized references to use in analyzing
African societies and problems, prevailing
models for development, and finding
appropriate solutions;

- Reliance on self-funding for
development projects, with foreign
funding only in the dire need, and
developing preventive policies against
sudden changes, price volatility and
crises.

Most of these conditions are
accomplished only partially or
inadequately. Evidencesinclude a relative
political stability, an improvement in
governance, some effective civil society
organizations, a peaceful coexistence in
South Africa, an ongoing battle against
corruption in Nigeria, an orientation
towards a knowledge and technology-
based community as in Chad and South
Africa, good models of constructive
media outlets such as the Union of African
Radio Stations, and a council for experts
and scholars established in Sudan last
January. Also, continental and regional
organizations, such as the African Union,
NEPAD and the African Development
Bank, play a prominent and powerful
role in promoting a comprehensive
development in Africa and funding its
projects. In addition, there are effective
partnerships between African countries,
and with other states, such as the Arab-
African partnership.
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There is a light at the end of the tunnel,
and a lot of optimistic signals, among them
are:

1. The launch of Africa’s largest
free trade area, inaugurated in Djibouti
by President Ismail Omar Guelleh on 16
January 2017;

2. The most ambitious environmental
project in the continent, the African Forest
Landscape Restoration Initiative (AFR100),
which will restore 100 million hectares
(386,100 square miles) of deteriorated
forests, combat desertification, increase
biodiversity, and improve water and soil
quality and the ability to adapt to climate
change;®

3. The African Center for Information
Technology (CATI) in Chad®.

4. The New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD), which is
considered the most comprehensive
initiative that establishes a better future
for Aftica in all fields, such as supporting
peace and security in the continent;
achieving good political and economic
governance; respecting human rights;
increasing food security; developing human
resources; maximizing inter-African trade
volume; helping African exports penetrate
world markets; improving education and
scientific research; maximizing the use of
information technology; fighting against
endemic diseases; and providing the
resources necessary for developing projects
and the executive programs necessary to

16/1/http://www.youm?7.com/story/2017 (1)

http://www.alwatan.com.sa/Articles/Detail. (2)
aspx?Articleld=32981

14/09/http://tchadien.arablog.org/2014 (3)



useful experiences. Then, Islam crowned it
with the greatest civilization ever, and the
only civilization capable of confronting
modern attempts of civilizational
alienation in Africa, especially as its
Muslim population is over 60%.

Then, what keeps it today far behind
in terms of progress and civilization?

The reasons are a combination of
obstacles and effects, notably:

- Fragility of modern African states,
which are run by dictators - the reason
responsible of most political, economic,
social and security problems, state
terrorism, and corruption in Africa;

- Colonial legacy and continuing
foreign influence, which drains African
wealth;

- Lack of awareness of the continent’s
problems among the elites, who are
unable of planning properly and in a
balanced way, and reluctant in taking
critical decisions;

- Contradictions of political parties,
which enshrine personal leaderships,
narrow loyalties and political violence;

- Conflicts of identities and visions;
center and peripheries;

-Weak Institutionalism and inefficient
civil society organizations;

- Dangers of climate change and
environmental problems;

- Poor economic performance and
competitiveness, and lack of good use of
Africa’s resources;

- Overdependence on external
funding, and debt overburden;

- Uncontrolled organized crime;

- Disinterest in owning modern
technology, and slow move towards the
knowledge society;

- Poor infrastructure, and low level of

Editorial

social services.

On the other hand, African rise
depends on a number of conditions in
different development areas, including:

- Sovereignty and unity of a nation,
which depend on exiting from the closed
circles drawn by colonialism, making its
own decision, and strengthening regional
groupings and effecting their uniting
factors;

- A comprehensive strategy for the
continent, based onadeep understanding
of its different ingredients and potentials;

- Availability of security and stability
through good governance, increasing
effectiveness of legislative and judicial
institutions, strengthening community
participation and control, and ensuring
justice and balanced rights freedoms;

- Good governance by increasing
transparency and accountability, and
enhancing institutions;

- Competitiveness by establishing a
strong African political will that boosts
its presence internationally, reorganizing
relations with all parties on the basis
of equality, searching for new and fair
alternative partnerships, and opening
positively to other nations’ experiences;

- Strong economic performance
by developing good policies, and
restructuring monetary and fiscal policies
to achieve viable sustainability with an
accelerated growth;

- Effective institutionalism, qualified
human resources, and recruiting on the
bases of efficiency and merit;

- Strong and constructive media
outlets that contribute to building an
awareness of Africa’s issues and problems
and providing solutions for them, support
its orientations, and help in motivating
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The Civilizational Future of
Africa and its Renaissance

In light of globalization and the
so-called ‘clash of civilizations’, some
questions arise: what are the stakes of the
civilizational future of nations? Will Africa,
which used to be a cradle for powerful
civilizations, rise again in civilizational
terms and restore its human and material
repositories that others have benefited
from in building their civilizations?! And
what is the proper course for its future?

There are multiple states in Africa’s
civilizational future, ranging from partial
to inclusive; idealistic to realistic; and
optimistic to pessimistic which see no
future for Africa! Each follows a logic and
is linked to controversial realities in Africa,
such as identity and national integration;
sovereignty and uniqueness of each
state; center and periphery; sharing of
power and wealth; security and stability;
rights and freedoms; justice and equality;
technology and the knowledge economy;
and the achievement of a comprehensive
approach, etc.

From a materialistic point of view, the
continent is supported by its vast areas;
strategic and vital location; sources of
renewable energy, natural resources and
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mineral richness. It was ahead of other
nations in iron industry for example,
which proves that African mentality is
not - and was never - a backward one;
rather, the problem is in the mentality of
the other (i.e. the West), who envisioned
it as such. Africa is also the world’s fastest
growing market in technology, products,
and foreign direct investments.

‘Green Africa’ has agriculture
capabilities in terms of fertile soils,
surface and ground water resources, and
the multiple climates, as it is the only
continent stretching from the northern
to the southern temperate zones. Africa is
likely to be the world's food basket, as was
its North in the old times, for the Roman
Empire and others.

Its population is over a billion, and it
has the world’s highest rate of population
growth, with its youth over 50% of its
population, which doubles its human
resources at a time when the workforce
is shrinking in the world.

Africa’s civilizations and ancient
kingdoms, such as the Pharaonicin Egypt,
the Merowe’s in the Nilotic Sudan, and the
Kingdom of Kush, make it rich in terms of
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