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summary

THE FRENCH ORIENTALISM
AND ITS ROLE IN THE
COLONIZATION OF AFRICA

Dr. Adam Bamba (Ivory Coast)
Academic & Researcher The Academy for Islamic Studies University of
Malaya, Malaysia.

In this paper, an attempt is made to explore the role of the French Orientalist
studies in the process of the European imperialist hegemony in Africa. In this regard,
this paper has adopted a Documentary Method. It comprises three parts, namely: (a)
The “Great” geographical exploration, (b) The anthropological studies and (c) Islam as
a focal theme in Orientalist studies.

The Geographical explorations stand as a base point for the colonial activities into
Africa, Asia and Latin America. It has been found that the first European explorers were
strongly related to the colonial powers, some of them were military commanders or high
administrators of the colonizers, such as: David Livingston, Henry M. Stanley, Joseph
Gallieni and Pierre S. de Brazza, just to name few among them. The barbaric methods
that those explorers adopted in imposing themselves on the native inhabitants in
Africa and elsewhere, the Slave Trade that they initiated and the self-appropriation of
the natural resources that was undertaken by those explorers, all these are vivid facts
on the relationships between the Orientalism and the imperial colonizers.

The Anthropological studies stand as the backbone that supported the European
Imperialism, that is why this science is known among the scholars as “the child of the
Imperialism”. The French colonial admiration was leading in this field by establishing
many schools, entertaining scholars who undertook the mission of propagating the
imperial ideologies through their studies. Some of those ideologies are: the so-called
“races coloniales” among the French anthropologists, and the “Hamitic Theory”. Most
of the European anthropological studies at the colonial era tend to justify Imperialism
and to draw a halo of greatness around the “white man’, making of him a Demi-Dieu,
while vilifying other nations, giving the white man an absolute right to“civilize" others.

Islam has gained serious concern of the colonial powers through Orientalist
studies. Here also French Orientalism takes the lead in Islamic studies. This is due to the
fact that most of the French colonies in Africa are Muslim majority. French anthropology
tried to draw a negative image around Islam in Africa, such as terming it as“I'Islam Noir’;
distortingits history, ignoring or denying all of the Islamic civilizational aspects in Africa.

In summary, Orientalism has played a significant role in supporting the
Colonialism in all of its aspects and under all the disciplines m
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Shawqi Salah Ahmed Ismael

Researcher, Sudan.

There is a huge increase in world population particularly
in Africa, without increasing in food production, this will lead
to a humanitarian disaster if we do not move to increase the
amount of food to make the balance and in widen the area
that can be used for agricultural activities, but this assumption
has not yet happened.

This research shows the continuing battle against hunger
in Africa for the last 30 years, against hunger disasters and
the unforgotten memories in African history as result of
mismanagement of African resources.

This research shows the expected solutions for the
problems related to the food produce and managing, solutions
depend mainly on the issue of sustainable agriculture
development, food banks, communities involvement, all
together to win the battle against hunger.

Showing the roles of food banks in this regard, | mean, the
importance of establishing these organizations to be the first
stand in the case of natural disasters or manmade disasters.

This research concludes with three recommendations,
the first to the food banks workers to appreciate their efforts
to the African communities, the second to decision makers to
check their readiness in the case of disasters, the importance
of choosing the food banks as allies to win the game, the last
to the community movements to react positively and not to
wait the governmental efforts to take actions m
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The African learning and the
imported means of teaching
Arahic languagye: ehana case study

Dr Mortadha Mahmoud Muad
Head of Language & Education Dept of Education and Sciences of
Communication Winneba, Ghana

This study focuses on the content of Arabic textbooks
in West Africa, using the Republic of Ghana as example that
could be reflected on most of the West African countries
teaching Arabic as second language in their basic schools.
These countries nearly share the same historical context from
which these Islamic schools were established.

This study highlights on the status of Arabic textbooks in
Ghana and examines the appropriateness of these textbooksin
teaching Arabic to an African learner for him to acquire all the
four linguistic skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing),
without any difficulties.

The study illustrates the concept of second language
acquisition and explains the difference between it and the
teaching of the native language. In addition to the linguistic
approaches and principles that are needed to be considered in
designing any Arabic textbooks to conform to Ghanaian learner.

After examining the content of these textbooks designed
for primary learners of where the books originated from, an
appropriate alternative textbooks design was proposed for
a Ghanaian learner, with focus on how content of language
textbooks for teaching Arabic at the basic level should be
designed, based on the principles and teachings of applied
linguistics in designing of language learning curricula for
non-native speakers, since educational curriculum must be
well planned before being introduced to learners, especially
the basic level m
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The Climate Crisis in Africa:A
study of extinction indicators
and strategies for existence

Eman Qlal
Doctoral Researcher, Dept of Humanities and Political Sciences Ohran
University - Oran, Algeria.

This paperaims to be a general introduction to the discussion of a central
issue, climate change, which isamongst the major environmental policy issue
facing the African continent. In view of the worsening manifestations of the
climate crisis in our research, we use two indicators of analysis.

Beginning with the extinction index by questioning the survival of
the African continent & by identifying the most important climate threats
facing the continent and which put the continent on the brink of disaster as
these climate problems worsen such as high temperature, droughts, floods,
extremist cyclones and shifts in weather pattern , volatility in rainfall, and
their interaction with the fragile environmental and social conditions within
the African continent and their weak adaptability. In addition to identifying
the most important engines and the reasons behind these threats and the
continuity of their risks by exploring the political context of climate change
in Africa.

The second indicator is the stay index through the introduction of a
number of strategies and alternatives that undermine the disadvantages of
the climate crisis to reach what we can call climate security on the continent
such as the climate partnerships, the activation of carbon rights, the adoption
of green energy models and industries and the building of a binding political
agreement In the final analysis we will present forward-looking scenarios for
the outlook for climate policy in Africa, and one of the indicators is likely to
either remain or be extinct, beginning with a critical reading of the recent
2016 climate summit highlighting the responsibility of the West in the
escalation of the climate crisis in Africa, which requires the real and serious
political will of the Western powers to achieve greater climatic justice than
to hold conferences and seminars m
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Infrastructure and
development in Africa:
facts and remarks

Dr. Mohamed Ashour
Professor of Political Science Cairo University, Egypt Zayed University,
Doha - UAE

The importance of infrastructure projects stems from the
interdependent relation between development and the level of existing
infrastructure. Many economic activities - and even the state’s defense and
security functions - depend on a strong infrastructure.

Lack of sufficient or adequate transport, for example, means natural
protection against the entry of products of each African country into the
markets of the other countries, resulting in increased production costs and
reduced competitiveness. Similarly, poor means of communication and lack
of timely information affect the speed and efficiency of decision-making
on exchanges and interaction among member states in the integration
process. Therefore, the goal of the African countries to achieve integration
requires hard work in the field of infrastructure, to allow dealing with Africa
as one large market and not as fragmented and separate markets.

African leaders have committed in Agenda 2063 to mobilizing financial
resources to implement major projects in transport, energy and ICT in
order to speed up action to connect the continent through modern and
competitive infrastructure. These efforts and commitments have resulted
in a relative boom in infrastructure on the continent compared to what it
was in the past. However, there are major challenges most of them are tied
to weak national ownership, finance, technical capacity and institutional
arrangements.

This article seeks to explain the reality of the infrastructure in Africa
and the reasons for its interest, as well as review the most important efforts
and infrastructure projects underway in Africa and their potential impact
on the development efforts in the countries of the continent under the
existing incentives and challenges inherent in these projects m
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Elites In East Africa:
A study of their future role

Ibrahim Naser
Research, Political Sciences & International
Relations Sudan.

The issue of elites is one of the most complicated mattersin
the political and social studies. Perhaps this complexity comes
from the role played by the elites in their societies. Generally,
these characters are not limited to the political or economic
elites. What matters are religious and cultural elites that are
playing an important part in these areas. It is considered that
elites are those who occupy the most important positions
and whose decisions have enormous consequences on the
country in which they are located. Among the elites in East
Africa, we find the tribal elite, due to the tribal system in the
African countries, are playing a significant role in the public
life in East African countries.

The elites in East Africa do not play their roles as required
and as they should do in their society. Despite their historical
roots in East Africa, the roles of the religious and tribal elites are
especially very limited in the process of change and influence
in the public life in East Africa

This study examined the concepts of the elite, and the
classifications within the same one in East Africa. Additionally,
it reviewed the role of the elites and their future roles in the
process of the change in the Eastern Africa countries, besides
the relationship between elites and governments.

Keywords: Elite, East Africa, Role, Change, Influence,
Public life m
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Local African
Organisations in The Fight

Against Terrorism:
An Applied Study of The G5 Sahel

Dr. Mouhamed Bachir Diop
Author and Researcher in African and
International Affairs Senegal

Terrorism is a major international concern, that's why the officials and the
decision-makers as well as the ordinary citizens are all concerned about it, because
it is a multidimensional phenomenon; that means its negative repercussions do
not exclude anyone. Combating terrorism is one of the priorities of international
and regional institutions, and it has developed numerous plans and programs
to eliminate it, but what we are seeing in reality does not indicate any progress,
contrary to some estimates, third world countries are the hardest hit by terrorism
case, In Africa, terrorist operations continue to be terrible, and at the same time the
sovereignty of their countries is also violated, and their resources are torpedoed by
the superpowers on the pretext of combating terrorism.

Until now, the African solution is still absent, the African Union, despite its
several attempts, is still unable to formulate a strategy that unites the countries of
the continent, and the regional institutions within the continent in its fight against
terrorism, perhaps this failure is the main reason that caused some countries clustered
in new institutions to assume their responsibilities and face the threat of terrorism.

In recent times, the Sahel region has suffered heavy terrorist attacks, sp some
countries have come together to announce the birth of a new regional institution
that will take up the task of responding to the new events in the Sahel region,
particularly the frequent terrorist threats. The G 5 Sahel was created in exceptional
circumstances, following the failure of several regional initiatives, the escalation of
terrorist operations and the emergence of other terrorist groups in the region, in
addition to the heavy French and American military presence in the region, which
is expected to pose a major challenge to G 5 Sahel in its struggle against terrorism.

In this study we try to highlight the efforts of the African regional institutions
in their fight against terrorism, taking into account the efforts of the African Union
Organization in this regard, with a focus also on the newly created organisation, to
know the mechanisms and the conditions of creation, and its opportunities for success,
and finally the French’s role in the Sahel, and its impact on this new organisation m
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Historical aspects of
Walatah

Dr. Ahmed EIShokry
Institute of African Studies
Mohamed 5th University - Ribat, Morocco

There is no doubt that, over the 10th century, the Saharan
trading had initiated multiple changes on both Saharan sides,
and on the extension of the trading centers, which resulted
in the appearance of convoy cities in order to make profit
of this growing trading. Interestingly, amongst those cities,
especially ‘Walata’ that was able to attract Moroccan and
Sudanese communities, both managed to fitin perfectly with
the locals, this unique dynamism that the Saharan Sanhaja
tribes were able to create, is almost an exception compared
to what happened, at that time, to the Claharian Sahara,
south of the African continent, same thing for numerous
deserts all over the world, with only few exceptions: Silk Road.
Thus, Peru, that would later be known as Walata Or Iwalatan,
was created. Drawn by the traveler Ibn Battouta by the
middle of the 14th century, despite the lack of the sources
that would help us into cruising the details of its growth,
or the tribe’s name that built it, what we can confirm is that
‘Massoufa’ has been a crucial leading factor in the growth of
this city. So how did Walatah succeed at taking profit from
the Saharan trading? And what were the leading factors to
the growing of this city that made it stand in the middle of
the desert through numerous centuries? Is there any hope of
the recreation of the the civilized role of the city through the
actions of the Mauritanian government to retrieve the glory
of the old Saharan city? m
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ISLAM AND MUSLIMS
IN SOUTH AFRICA

' Adil Ja'far Mlotshwa

The first arrival of Muslims in South Africa is believed to
have been around the seventieth century, when the Dutch
built a halfway stop in Cape Town under the auspices of the
Dutch East Indian Company. This is despite the fact that the
neighboring Mozambique had already had contact with Arabia
prior to the advent of Islam. Nevertheless, it seems that the
Muslim did not venture inward to the south, and thus South
Africa remained for a long time without Islam.

Since arrival, Muslims have managed to spread and settle all
over the country and build small Muslim communities. Although the
sad reality is that, these Muslim communities were formed on racial
lines and are not inclusive or representative of the demographics of
the Muslim population in the country. This is of course; due to the
Apartheid government policies, that believed in racial segregation
as a tool of social coexisting. Nonetheless, Muslims still enjoy very
pleasant and good conditions in South Africa as opposed some
Muslim minorities in some parts of the world.

The ground for spreading Islam remains relatively fertile,
especially in regards to the indigenous people of the land. This
is because of very striking similarities between the teachings of
Islam and the culture of the indigenous tribes of South Africa.
It is therefore incumbent on the Muslims in South Africa to
capitalize on this opportunity promptly. This window is fast
closing due to the ongoing western cultural invasion that
leaves everything it touches corrupted and far from the purity
of natural disposition m



hand in containing terrorism and
reducing its harm? Rwanda came
out from the largest massacre in
Africa, racing time in the field of
development and welfare, while So-
malia is still suffering from fighting
and division for more than a quar-
ter of a century.

The threat of terrorism
and its harm is not limited
to the state institutions and their
leaders, but surpasses them to
include the whole society and its
institutions, its members and values,
so why do governments take on the
sole responsibility for such a prob-
lem without the participation of the
rest of society and its public leaders?

Why were community leaders,
academic and intellectual institu-
tions hesitant to participate in the
solution?

The aforementioned were ob-
servations and questions that were
asked by many, which should be
put on the table of autopsy and
under the examination of scientific
research with its analytical, induc-
tive and extrapolative tools, for a
better understanding and a proper
cure for this epidemic. And we at
Qiraat African magazine are open-
ing the door toward publishing
very influential contributions, and
will be happy to be a platform
through which scholars and think-
ers can present their participation
in the fight against this disease.
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Weexpectfromtheelites and com-
munity institutions to make their
initiatives without delay & to partici-
pate in forwarding solutions, and to
evaluate the work of governments, so
decision makers should extend their
hands and give space for all national
forces to participate with them, as
we are all in one ship, if it sinks, we
will all sink.

Warding off the threat of terror-
ism and the safety from its harms will
be achieved only - God willing, by
understanding the true and integrat-
ed causes of it and its components,
and by honest and independent will,
far from the interests of the regional
and international powers, and with a
concrete participation from all com-
ponents of the society — according
to everyoness specialty and position.

The partial dealing in under-
standing, treatmentand implemen-
tation of the terrorism problem will
never eliminate it, but rather will
contribute in one way or another
in its spread and reproduction, be-
cause the elimination of terrorism
is everyoness responsibility.

Only partially dealing with, un-
derstanding and applying solutions
to the problem of terrorism wonst
eliminate it; rather this will only
lead - in one way or another - to its
spread.Thatis because eliminating
terrorism is a communal responsi-
bility which must be shouldered
by all m



external forces? Or is it a kind of
escaping to the forefront because
it is easier than radical solutions
related to reform, the state of order
and the participatory solutions and
development?

Why is it, in most cases, which
the main orientation is resorting
to security solutions as a result of
an external request or propos-
al? That happens also in parallel
with the adoption from some forces
that have interests and greed in
the region, as the competition is
apparent in the formation of many
coalitions in overlapping areas?

Where is the regional and con-
tinental coordination on the levels
of military, political and scientific
institutions, and establishing suit-
able mechanisms and institutions?

What are the results of using
the security solution? Is the prob-
lem in decline and decay, or in
increase and expansion(1)?

In the Horn of Africa there was very little (1)
objective social research papers about the
engines and causes of extremism, as the
two main serious interviews conducted
so far with two former fighters from al-
Shabab movement in Somalia and Kenya
was conducted by Pretoria Institute for
Security Studies. In both cases, the finding
was clear: the majority of the fighters in the
al-Shabab movement said they joined the
extremist group after they suffered brutal
treatment at the hands of security forces.
The previous reference
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Also, what is the feasibil-
ity of foreign military presence? Is it
a stabilizing or a provocative factor?

How can violence and fighting
groups move between countries,
launch raids, and then return back
with their weapons and spoils, to
their remote strongholds, in pres-
ence of foreign bases and the avail-
ability of latest communication,
monitoring and control devices?

What is the impact of se-
curity solutions on strengthen-
ing and influencing other causes,
such as the militarization of states
and the neglect of development,
poverty and the revival of strife and
fanaticism of all kinds?

To what extent societies are ac-
cepting the security solutions, and
how much are they convinced and
co-operating with them(2)?

Terrorism is a global problem
suffered by many countries, and
there are countries that have suc-
cessfully dealt with it, while many
others have failed, so have we
have studied those experiences
and taken advantage of them?

What is the role of regional
and international will, local and in-
ternal will, and who has the upper

See article: “What is the feasibility of (2)
the presence of foreign forces in light of
the escalation of terrorism in the Sahel
region?!” Translated in Qiraat African
.website
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Army (LRA) and Anti-balaka militias,
for example?

For sure, the beneficiaries party
from the sustention of terrorism,
whether they are countries, enti-
ties or individuals, are feeding it on
regular bases to be sure that it will
never wane or put off, then their
gains will be in vain, and we have
to notice that many of those who
pursue violence have not achieved
any of their demands and goals.

Can we take benefit from the
documents and investigations
conducted on previous terrorist
operations, such as the massa-
cre of Rwanda and the conflict in
Sierra Leone, to understand the na-
ture of terrorism, and the overlap-
ping of interests in international
conflicts, the struggle of influ-
ence, economic motivation, with
internal components and personal
ambitions?

What is the role and size of
the internal causes; such as injus-
tice, corruption and monopoly
of power and wealth, the mar-
ginalization and neglect, dis-
crimination and differentiation
between community compo-
nents, and the neglect of develop-
ment, and the fragility of the state
and so on?

And which is more influential
in the presence and spread of ter-
rorism, internal causes or external
ones? Is this consistent in all conflict

iy A5 3358 gD Kemniin Ao Zoloch L3055

zones and areas of violence?

What about financing sources,
methods of communication and
mechanisms?

What is the relation between
international Mafias (drug, human
and arms trafficking) and this prob-
lem and what role they play in this?

At the level of dealing

with the problem:

Atthebeginning, there are three
parallel levels to deal with epidem-
ics and disasters: treating the in-
jured and rescuing them; trap-
ping the epidemic in the narrowest
area to prevent it from spreading;
and the immunization of the unin-
fected people.

Is this what happening in the
treatment of the epidemic of ter-
rorism?

Or is the focus merely
on the treatment of infected? This
treatment in most cases has reverse
effects, because it uses only the
military solutions and the secu-
rity grip, without the intellectual,
political and developmental treat-
ment.

Was using security solu-
tion as a sole or main solution
based on an accurate identifica-
tion of the problem, and a proper
screening for all treatment options,
and according to proper stand-
ards? Or it was chosen for other
reasons related to the internal or



What is the relationship be-
tween terrorism, especially the
transcontinental type, with the
methods and mechanisms of ex-
ploitation and control?

Is terrorism a complex prob-
lem, or a simple one? If it is a com-
plex one, and apparently it is, is
there a differentiation process that
has been applied upon the funda-
mental reasons and the secondary
ones?

Was there an extrapolation
process for the hotbeds of terror-
ism and the area of its movement
and its significance? Why it is here
and not there, with the conver-
gence of virtual reasons? Is it re-
lated to internal, regional or inter-
national conflicts or merely related
to some personal aspirations? Is
it related to wealth and sourc-
es of energy? Or related to loca-
tion and geography?(1) Or influ-
enced by cultural and religious
influence in the region?

For example why there
iS no presence or operations
for (ISIS or al Qaeda) in Eritrea - es-
pecially with its proximity to Soma-
lia - in light of the Christian minor-

The interlocking and overlapping of (1)

diverse interests is one of the reasons

for the continuing tragedy of Somalia, as

shown by the article: “Why Al-Shabaab has

not been eliminated so far?” Translated in
.the Qiraat African website
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ity control of the rule there, and its
dictatorial ruling and repression of
the Muslim majority, which resulted
in the migration of two thirds of
the population? This all happened
while terrorism is strongly ac-
tive in the Muslim majority coun-
tries, where Muslims enjoy much
of the rights and freedoms there
in preaching, just as in West Africa!

Why Ethiopia is witnessing rela-
tive stability, despite the national
and religious diversity, & the fact
that leadershipis circulated among
the Tigary ethnic minority? Unlike
its neighbor Somalia, that is almost
semi homogenous in its ethnicity,
religion & thought.

Why it is in some places reli-
gious demands and slogans are
prominent, whereas in others de-
mands are nationalistic & in others
calls are for separatism.

Is there an extrapolation and-
comparison between the meth-
odology and literature of groups
that espouse violence and terror-
ism - whether local or internation-
al -and between operations they
carry out? Is there a consistency
and integration between themora
contradiction and difference? And
what is the reason for this contra-
diction, if any?

Why are spotlights shed and
focused upon certain types of ter-
rorism and not others? Why thereiis
no mention of The Lord>s Resistance
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Terrorism:
Questions wait for answers

Terrorism in its undisputed
definition: the indiscriminate killing
and terrorizing of innocent people,
and the destruction of private and
public property, has become an
expanding epidemicin Africa, with
what all the disasters it entails on
various levels.

It is an epidemic suffered by
many; governments and communi-
ties alike, which makes it impera-
tive for them all to line up in haste
to take initiatives to stop its spread,
untilit>s fully eradicated from the Af-
rican society.

Did that happen?

Considering the reality of ter-
rorism in Africa in terms of diver-
sity of its components and defini-
tions, the map of its existence and
spread, and in terms of how states
are dealing with and treating it, we
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can raise a number of observations
and questions for understand-
ing this problem, and subsequently
further understanding how to ad-
dress this issue.

At the level of understand-
ing and analyzing:

Is terrorism, in all its vari-
ous forms, a natural product of
the African environment & consist-
ent with African human nature and
its cultural and social composition?
Or is it a result of globalization,
including the globalization of con-
flicts and ideas alike?

What is the relationship be-
tween the rise of terrorism and
new conflicts, regional and interna-
tional competition; and the devel-
opment of war theories, direct wars
and cold ones, proxy wars and crea-
tive chaos?
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