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SUMMARY

African culture ..
effects and trends

Dr. Adama Bamba
Academic Researcher - Ivory Coast Malaya University - Academy of
Islamic Studies

This paper discusses traditional African culture: its nature, characteristics,
and the main factors that affect it, its values and worldview. Among
those factors are: Christianity, Islam, colonialism, capitalism and recently
globalization. Since culture is seen as the sum of the peculiarities shared
by a people, and Africa being a vast continent with over (2000), varieties of
languages, this paper has adopted the holistic view about the African culture.

Also, some current transmitters of the cultural changes were discussed
here, such as the Francophonie movement and the internet and social media
networks, as well as some of the African responses to the foreign cultural
influences such as: The Pan-Africanism, Negritude, the Kemit, the Afropolitan
movements, the emerging African intellectuals that graduated from Arabic
higher learning institutions known as the ‘Arabisants; and some NGOs, etc. The
African governments are not seen here as positive promotors or protectors
of the African culture.

However, it is argued here that, for the African culture to withstand the
imposed imperial acculturation, Africa must, first of all, inevitably cling to
the core elements of its culture. This is to articulate the process of the natural
acculturation of the African culture with the rest of the world cultures. In
addition to clinging to its cultural values, it is argued here that Africa cannot
face the predatory imperial cultures alone, it is imperative on the African
culture to join forces with its neighboring cultures that face the same treat
and are struggling to secure their self-determination. Here, the triple heritage
of Africa is invoked, namely: its traditional religion and values, Christian and
Islamic cultural values and the Arabic culture. African culture has been a good
contributor to each of the afore mentioned cultures. So, it is logical that the
African culture returns to those constituents of its strength in order for Africa
be an active and positive partner in the global cultural interactions. m
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The ethnicity and the
management of ethnic
diversity in Africa

Dr. Abdo Bah

Researcher in African affairs from Senegal, PhD in international law.

The researcher of this paper started by defining the meaning of the
term “ethnicity” and the difference between it and similar terms, such as:
nation, tribe, racism, ethnicity, nationalism and minority. After discussing this
question, he found that ethnicity includes genetic elements, such as race, and
other acquired elements, such as culture.

Ethnicidentity is multidimensional: social, cultural, political and historical.
This identity can be identified in: the sense of interrelationship between a
group of people of common origin, history and cultural characteristics that
distinguish them from other groups.

Ethnicity in Africa changed after colonialism, and the division of Africa
atthe Berlin Conference of 188585- into political entities that guaranteed the
influence of the colonialists. The ethnic map in Africa is multicolored and it is
not easy to count these ethnic groups. Even the languages, which are among
the components of ethnicity, are difficult to enumerate in Africa.

In the management of ethnic diversity in Africa, the researcher
highlighted the mostimportant factors of tension, such as: lack of justice in the
distribution of wealth, marginalization, exclusion from power sharing, conflict
over resources and ethnic exploitation for political gain. He also presented
the various approaches to manage the ethnic diversity, with providing some
examples.

Finally, this paper proposes model for the management of ethnic diversity
in Africa:"pluralism policy”which includes: acceptance of others; real sharing
in power, decision making and implementation; equity in wealth distribution,
development and service provision; respect the individual and collective
rights and freedoms; preserving and promoting of the particularities of ethnic
groups. That results the sense of security.

The researcher pointed out that the Holy Quran set the parameters of
the clear approach to peaceful coexistence between people, whether they
areindividuals or a group, which is the pluralistic approach, knowing that this
ethnic diversity is the norm of people’s life m
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SUMMARY

African states in the traps of
international debt :

Plundered finances and
hampered development

Mohamed Bashir Job.
Researcher in African Affairs & International Relations. Senegal.

The debts provided by the governments of the North
side of the world and the international and private financial
institutions for the governments of South has often led to
economic and financial crises that have exacerbated the
obstacles to development, and the accumulation of external
debts. The liberal globalization that has been in place for
some 20 years has not been in the interest of the South, it only
serves the interests of the North, by increasing inequalities
between the two parts of the world according to the logic of
imposition and control; creditors have not ceased to assert
their dominant position. Africa has for decades been looking
for a plan to progress has found itself in deep debts. The
debts which were intended as a means of development, have
become a tool exploited by developed countries. In the end,
we find systematic depletion of its wealth and the deliberate
diversion of its capital, in return for a catastrophic failure of
all initiatives from different parties. The method of selective
development that developed countries are trying to impose
has been ineffective for African countries, and this is what this
research aims to reveal in order to create a new horizon for
African decision makers m

Keywords: Africa, External Debt, developing countries,
developed countries, Development, economy
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Environmental Pollution in Africa:
a study of its reality, gravity
and ways to confront it

Cissé Ahanadou, ph.D

Researcher and writer from Céte d’Ivoire

This study aims to identify the concept of environmental
pollution, and to explain its reality and gravity in Africa,
and to provide ways to confront it. The study has employed
the descriptive method through the analysis of literature
and statistics that dealt with environmental pollution in
the African continent. The study showed several results,
the most important of which are that: pollution in Africa
accounted for 5 to 20% of the world’s pollution in 2005, &
may reach 50% of the world’s total emissions of pollutants
by 2030, and 28% of diseases in Africa are associated with
environmental hazards such as; diarrhea, respiratory infections
and malaria, accounting for 60% of the effects of pollution of
the environment harmful to health.

A United Nations statisticin 2014 showed that 115 people
die every hour in Africa because of water-related diseases &
lack of interest in hygiene; which requires research for ways
to address this serious issue. Likewise, the role of leaders
and policy makers, scientists and educational institutions,
companies, factories, agriculture and environmental
organizations, and individuals all have to be looked into in
order to reduce environmental pollution m

key words: Pollution, Environment, Africa, Ways of
confrontation
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SUMMARY

Demographic Ghanges in
Africa

Dr. Mohammed Farag Abdel Alim Allam
Faculty of Arts - Menoufia University

The history of Africa’s population suggests that the continent has
undergone changes in the population structure, in response to the political,
economic and social conditions that have passed through it.

The continent has witnessed population growth throughout its history
exceptin the period from 1750 to 1850, the population of the continent decreased
from 95 million in 1750 to 90 million in 1850. Since the second half of the
nineteenth century (1850), the size of the continent has increased to 120 million
in 1900 and 221 million in the middle of the twentieth century, with a growth
rate of 84%. During the second half of the twentieth century, the population
growth in the continent continued to rise (794 million) in 2000. It is expected
that the population size in the mid-century (21) will reach 1996 million by 2050.

These changes in the size of the continent>s human mass throughout
its history were followed by changes in the continentss demographics: the
average birth rate in Africa decline by 3040- % due to the low birth rate, the
rate was 4.7 children per woman during the period 20102015- compared to
6.5 children during the period 19801985-. The mortality rate decreased from
17,000 in 1985 to 9,000 in 2017 in the continent compared to the global
situation of 10.68- per thousand in the same order, which was reflected in the
reduction of the difference to 1 per thousand in 2017, which can be attributed
toimproved health conditions in the continent compared to before. Therefore,
the continent’s life expectancy increased from (38.7 years) during the period
19501955- to 54.1 years during the period 20052010/. However, the continent
is still far from the world average and needs further improvement of health
programs. Both therapeutic and preventive.

Therefore, the majority of the countries of the continent live between
two stages of early growth and late growth. The period of low stability and
declining growth is not one of the countries of the continent. Hence, it is
possible to take advantage of the demographic stage of the continent,
For example the East Asian countries’ experience and the role of their
demographic transition m
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Elites In West Africa
A complimentary
relationship, or not ?

Duguna Sayedo
Doctoral Researcher in Law Lille 2 University, France

Despite the great progress made by human societies in
understanding democracy and the ingenuity in the invention
of forms of governance, and despite the great expansion of
political participation by the masses of citizens in various fields
of life and work, elites remain an active and present force in
exercising their leading role in guiding people.

Although the concept of elites is well presented in societal
studies, and despite the importance of African elites and
their association with the process of capitalist accumulation
through political mechanisms and tools in post-independence
African society, only the first studies of African elites (sub-
Saharan Africa) were in the 1940s. Shortly before and shortly
after the independence period, corresponding to the mid-
1950s and early 1960s, attention to this concept began to
intensify around the elites of those newly independent States.

This study tries to answer the most important problems:
who are the elite in African contexts? What types of elites
are there? What are their functions? What is the relationship
between them?

To answer these questions we discussed this article
through the following themes: in the first stage we discussed
the concept of elites in African contexts, in a second stage the
study of elite’s trends in Africa, and in the third phase of elites
and their functions, and finally we dealt with the relationship
among the elites m
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SUMMARY

Oral Accounts and the Crat of
History Writing:
Preliminary Observations

Prof. Ahmed Al-Shukri
Research Professor, Institute of African Studies, Mohamed V University,
Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco.

A number of studies show that some tribes belonging to sub-
Saharan Africa have known how to writing since the beginning of
the Christian era. Taking this exceptional point into consideration,
the dominant feature among the peoples of the region until the
advent of European colonization at the turn of the 19th century
gives the impression that the system of oral tradition has been
governing all aspects of their cognitive production: history,
poetry and literature, medicine, engineering, etc.

Granted, Arab-Islamic culture has had an effective
contribution to the first elaboration of the art of writing and
authorship among a group of jurists belonging to actual ‘Sudan’
and ‘West Africa’ since the end of the 15th century. However,
this initiative has not been able to establish and consolidate the
tradition of writing and authoring books in the region. Instead,
it has most probably contributed to fixing and preserving the
practice of oral tradition in the absence of a real establishing of
the crafts of authorship and codification.

What is the nature of African oral history? Since when has
its importance been recognized in the field of African history?
How did the conflict between the system of oral history and the
traditions of written and authored narratives crystallize? Though
this phase ended up with the appreciation and consideration of
the oral narrative, making it a central feature in the list of sources
of African history since the beginning of the 20th century, these
questions are certainly yet to be answered. Such are the main
axes to be tackled in the present study m
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Theology and State in Africa:
Between Reconstruction
and Reconciliation.

Muhammad Abdul-Karim Ahmed, PhD.
Researcher at Futuristic Studies Institute, Beirut.

The relations between church and state in Africa have been
subject to various approaches that aimed to deconstruct and
reconstruct these relations according to the certain point of views.
These trend of studies had received a great push following the
independence of many of African countries in 1960s. Many thinkers
and philosophers have tended to study the relations between
church and state in the post-independence Africa and emerging
the new national governments to shed light on their experiments,
especially following the then global phenomenon: Liberation
Theology.

Although Liberation Theology was originally invented in Latin
America to address social inequality, poverty and several societal
shortcomings, Africa has its own reflections regarding it. The most
important critic to the African understanding of Liberation Theology
was thatitignored the very realities of African societies and tended
to ‘reform’ the established churches instead of adopting radical
approach to address the problems that have been generated from
the establishment of Church during the colonial and post-colonial
eras.

Since 1980s, many efforts have been done to formulate the
theology of nation-building, or the theology of reconstruction and
the theology of liberation in order to establish various theories and
strategies to guide the future relation between state and church, in
addition to interpret the vents of democratization and post-cold war
era in Africa. This current has been led by various African thinkers
and philosopher such as Charles Villa-Vicencio and Jesse Mugambim
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1990s, while we thought that the
one-party system era has gone
forever, there were only six out of
the fifty-five presidents who ruled
the African continent since the
independence of the states until
that date were voluntarily left.

The remaining one hundred
and forty-four Presidents are
either still in power or have
ousted in a military coup, killed,
imprisoned, displaced or died
in power. Although this gloomy
picture has relatively improved,
the latest report by Freedom House
in February 2017 states that the
climate of public freedoms in
Africa is “steadily improving”. The
report examined the cases of all
the African 54 countries, only 10
of them are enjoying full freedom,
while 21 are partial freedoms, while
the other 23 states are still without
freedoms.

2017 witnessed 11 elections
in Africa between presidential
and legislative, while the 2016
witnessed sixteen one, meaning
that 27 African countries out of
54, witnessed elections that can
to some extent materialize how
these African regimes practice
democracy and good governance
in their elections that can lead -
even theoretically - to a democratic
systems, that can fortify good

Editorial

governance and democracy that
have been absent from the African
continent™.

Although these freedoms
are still incomplete, the hopes,
aspirations and dreams of the
African peoples transcend
political freedom, as they aspire
to a comprehensive freedom in all
aspects of life, freedom that can
lead to advance and progress to
make Africans stand in the ranks of
civilized countries, as they possess
cultural and civilizational heritage
that it surpasses with it many of
the great nations that enjoy the
blessings of freedom and justice.

It is hoped that the people
of Africa and their will, as well as
those educated elite who realized
the importance of education,
and recognized the truth of their
identity, to demand comprehensive
freedoms, and to bring about the
desired change in societies so that
Africa can rise again and remove
the dust of exploitation, destruction
and backwardness, and to restore
its civilization and status m

(1) Al-dJazira Center for Studies , Democracy in
Africa: a Reading on its Path and Destiny , Sidi
Ahmed Ould EI-Amir , http://studies.aljazeera.
net/en/reports/2017170315112401255/03/.html
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But with the openness and
the spread of communication and
awareness among people, and the
spread of education, culture and
the revival of African identity the
awareness among African people
increased and subsequently the
aspiration of freedom and dignity.
So one day after another, the
demands for freedoms and rights
areincreased, as the African realized
the pressing need for freedom, and
then we witnessed the emergence
of movements calling for freedom
in African societies, and the regimes
felt the tension among their people,
SO many countries sought to ease
their grip and slowly opened the
door for partial freedom of peoples.

Despite the inauguration of
the African Charter on Human
and Peoples> Rights (also known
as the Banjul Charter) which is an
international treaty drafted by
African states under the umbrella
of the Organization of African Unity
(Currently African Union) in 27th of
June 1981; but it did not optimally
reflect the aspirations of the African
peoples and remained an ink on
paper in most periods.

In the Charter’s preamble®,

(1) Draft of the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights on: http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/
arab/a005.html
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member states countries undertook
to eradicate all forms of colonialism
from Africa, to coordinate and
intensify their cooperation and
efforts to achieve a better life for the
peoples of Africa and to promote
international cooperation having
due regard to the Charter of the
United Nations and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights;

Taking into consideration
the virtues of their historical
tradition and the values of African
civilization which should inspire
and characterize their reflection on
the concept of human and peoples’
rights;

Considering that the enjoyment
of rights and freedoms also implies
the performance of duties on the
part of everyone’

It has not yet been able to
achieve the minimum basis of this
preamble or other articles of the
Charter.

Freedoms cannot be brought
by international, regional or local
laws or charters, but freedom is
an innate instinct that man seeks
as he seeks to eat, drink and dress.
Therefore, it is the people who are
mandated to demand and maintain
their freedom.

And Africa that smelled the
winds of change and democratic
pluralism at the beginning of the



while suppression of freedoms and
the absence of the values of justice
and dignity generates conflicts,
fighting, division, and total failure.

The progress and development
of nations is measured by their
freedoms and values and their
respect for human beings. There
is a balance between freedom and
renaissance. A society can only
advance and progress when its
members feel freedom, dignity and
justice.

If we look at Africa, we find that
it has suffered from the absence of
freedoms and human rights more
than any other continent in the
world, since the occupation of the
European powers puts its feet in
the land of Africa in the sixteenth
century, when they wreaked havoc
and exterminated the existed
African civilizations and destroyed
the kingdoms of African countries at
that time, and destroyed heritage,
then they committed the most
heinous crimes to the African
human himself; as they turned
human beings into commodities
that are being bought and sold, and
thus they demolished the freedoms
of Africans .

Then began the era which was
the worst thing that passed through

Editorial

African history, and then came the
decisions of Benin Conference
(1884 - 1885), which legitimized
what the occupation done from
theft, plundering and enslave of
human, the west through this
conference divided Africa among
them as if it were a legitimate
heritage, as Africa did not enjoy
freedom or elements of natural life,
but became vulnerable to looting
and exploitation of everything iniit,
starting from land and ending with
human himself.

The Western occupier knew
that he will never survive in his new
settlements except by eliminating
the liberties of individuals and
turning them into slaves who
obey, and kept western policies
intact even after they went out of
Africa during the periods known
as liberation movements in Africa
in the 1950s and 1960s. But they
remained in control of the new
regimes that ruled the African
countries with the same dictatorial
approaches that destroyed
freedoms and converted Africa into
a tight prison for its children. Africa
continued to turn from regime to
regime through coups, conflicts
and wars that destroyed any hope
for freedom.
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Islam came to liberate people
from being slavery to humans into
being slaves of God Almighty alone.
Islam is the religion based on values
of nobility and freedom, as stated
in the Quranic verse: “And indeed
we have honored the children of
Adam (mankind)”® and therefore
Islam stands in the way of any forces
that prevent man from enjoying his
freedoms, dignity and humanity.

Freedom is the lifeblood of
the human being, it is the source
of energy that enables his for
creativity and exertion of effort.
If man lost his freedom, he loses
with it his taste of life, even if he
had the luxury of all means, as it is
a cornerstone that enables him to
feel his humanity.

(1) Surah Al Isra (The Night Journey) 17:70
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Freedom is the way for societies
to achieve advancement and the
promotion of values of justice
and dignity. It leads the person to
free himself from the social and
psychological obstacles that hinder
him from performing his active
role in the development of his
energies and skills. He can express
himself, his opinions and ideas,
and can express people>s concerns,
problems and needs. It drives
people to participate positively in
decision-making and to support
it, and in bringing about change
in societies for the better, which
contribute to the phenomenon of
social control and positivism, which
protects societies from corruption,
deviation and fall. As freedoms
produce systems, states and
societies more mature and civilized,
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