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SUMMARY

The issue of language In
African literature

Adam youssuf moussa
Novelist, assistant professor, center of research and African studies,
international university of Africa, Khartoum, Sudan

The issue of writing African literature in local languages has been
controversial, and often discussed by African writers.

This study deals with this issue from different perspective. Some writers,
according to the study, support the use of local languages while others prefer
foreign languages such as English or French.

The study concludes that the use of foreign languages make African
literature known to the world but at the expense of local languages. The
study also agree that local languages in Africa have not been able to compete
with foreign languages because of the difficulty of uniting Africa under one
languages.

In addition, Africais lagging behind in politics, economics, development,
stability and other fields including languages. Literature in Africa has been
written in various foreign languages, and local as English and French And local
as Swahili, Yoruba And Amharic. Most African writers pertinence to linguistic
groups and different countries do not write in these languages, But we see them
writing in foreign language, And specifically the colonial language that was in
the country as well as They adopt these European languages intellectually in
writing And in various cultural activities This raises an important issue of how
these writers continue to communicate with their audience.

Itis mostly this Readers It spreads ignorance and illiteracy The researcher
tries to discuss this issue.

The African writers have asked many questions; why do Africans write
in non-African languages? Whose, we write, and how we can communicate
our voices and intellectual issues, does writing in non-African languages
have animpact on African literature? These questions were asked in Different
Languages We strive and discuss to focus on them m
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COOPERATIVE BANKS IN
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICGA: THE
ROLE AND INFLUENGE

F. Mohamed Zakaria
MSc in Finance & Investment (Financial Management)
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIlUM), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

The cooperative banking sector is one of the main elements of the banking
structurein any country over the world, and cooperative banks are more accessible
torural areas through a large network of credit associations in the corporate credit
structure. The cooperative sector has played a major role in the European and
American economies and has always been recognized as an integral part of the
national economy. Cooperatives have an ideological base and economic objects
with a social perspective and a different approach that distinguishes them from
other economic activities, especially in developing countries. This paper aims to
shed light on the cooperative system and its development in sub-Saharan Africa
area, and thus to identify the features of the cooperative banks and their role
in economic development. In order to achieve the objective of the study, the
following question must be answered; Are cooperative institutions, including
banks, an appropriate development option for African sub-Saharan? In order
to answer this question, a number of concepts, including the concept of the
cooperative system and its applications around the world are addressed, the
stages of development of this system in sub-Saharan Africa through different
historical periods. Ultimately, the result of this paper has given the positive answer
to the previous question, which means that the cooperatives in all their forms
were an appropriate choice for African societies. This is because most people in
that region still lived on agricultural production which still in the subsistence
phase. In addition to the strenuous efforts that some countries have exerted
in order to adapt to develop the cooperative sector in South and East Africa as
models that can be emulated.

Keywords: Sub-Saharan Africa, cooperative banks, commercial banks,
investment banks, cooperative institutions, development, liquidity provision m
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SUMMARY

The main characteristics
of the hanking sector In
Africa

Dr. Gehan Abdul Elsalam Abbas

Lecturer in Economics Department of Politics and Economics Institute of
research and African studies Cairo University, Egypt

The banking sector s the backbone of economies in Africa, thus requiring them to
be highly efficient to ensure good contribution to economic growth. In this regard, the
core aim of this study is to analyze main characteristics of the banking sector in Africa.

This study is divided into two parts, the first is an evaluation of the financial
performance of African banks in general, using the indicators of financial inclusion,
which refers to the the ability of individuals and businesses to access and use
financial and banking services effectively and at a reasonable cost. It measured by
four sub-indices as follows:

banking density

the number of depositors and borrowers in banks per thousand inhabitants

the number of users of ATMs per 100,000 inhabitants

the strength of legal rights and the depth of credit information

The second part of the study is an analysis of the financial depth indicators,
which covers the financial sector relative to the economy, and includes the following
sub-indicators:

the size of the banking sector.

the efficiency of financial intermediation

assets quality

profitability indicators

bank stability index

structure of the banking industry

Finally, the study concluded that the performance of banking systems is
different due to the various levels of financial development in the African regions.
In particular, South Africa, Nigeria, Mauritius and the North African countries have a
highly developed banking sector, while most African countries have a shallow and
weak financial sector m
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The dark side of Chinese
investments in Africa

Gehad Omar Elkhateeb - Research Assistant
Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studlies - Eqypt Master Degree in
African Affairs, Institute Of African Research & Studies Cairo University, Egypt

By the end of the Cold War in the early 1990s, Africa had been marginalized
by superpowers in the new international order which turned to be a unipolar
system or a‘one superpower world: All attention was given to Eastern European
countries in order to be integrated economically and politically in such new
order. For which, literature argued that ‘Africa is falling off the world map:
However, Africa came again to the center of both great and rising powers,
including China, attention at the beginning of the new millennium.

China introduced itself as a developing country to the African states
to improve what is known as South-South Cooperation. The Chinese
government had announced that its economic role in Africa is based on
mutual development and non interference. It came with developmental
globalization and non-conditional aids to the continent. However, following
up the Chinese practices especially economic ones proves that there is a
huge gap and contradiction between both practices and the previous ideal
principles adopted by China in its foreign policy towards African states.

In this regard, this report will discuss the dark side of the Chinese
economic role in Africa, especially the Chinese investments or the negative
effects of such investments on the African continent. The report s divided into
three sections. The first one discusses an overview on the Chinese economic
role in Africa. The second section overviews the negative effects of the Chinese
economic role on Africa including the problems related to the human rights
dimension, the rising military Chinese role to protect its economic interests,
the new debt crisis and the environmental effects. The report is included
by recommendations in order to minimize the side effects of the Chinese
investments in Africa and also to maximize the Africa’s benefits of its economic
partnership with such a rising power m
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SUMMARY

Ethiopia: From the clutches
of minority to the vastness
of heing the majority

Dr ElSayed Ali Abo Farha
Lecturer in Political Sciences Dept of Politics and Economics Bani Sweif
University, Egypt.

The rise of Abe Ahmed on Ethiopia's executive head as the first Urmo prime
minister in an atmosphere filled with unjustified optimism is the central theme of
a study entitled: The Implications of the Ethiopian Home for Regional Outside /
Contradictory Possibilities.

Its main question is: Hlhow far could Abe Ahmad's rise to power lead to a
fundamental change in Ethiopia's internal situation?

This study examines the characteristics of the current crisis in Ethiopia, which
is complicated by the increased gap between its political and economic fronts. On
the political front, power is characterized by a real stalemate and the domination of
ethnic minorities on the political scene, on the economic front, a shift in Ethiopia's
economy from a poor country to noticeable economic growth and how that gap
caused conflicts between ethnic minorities. It also examines Ethiopian People's
Revolutionary Democratic Front and its composition, which includes four different
ethnicand religious parties, and how the coalition is under the control of the Tigrinya
minority - a rebel group that overthrew the communist regime in 1991.

Furthermore this study looks at the four wings of the coalition: Oromo People’s
Democratic Organization, Amhara National Democratic Movement, Southern
Ethiopia People’s Democratic Movement , Tigray People's Liberation Front.

Additionally, it focuses on on Abe Ahmed, his political work and the positions
he occupied, starting from his involvement in the armed forces in the nineties of
the last century against the system of Mengistu Haile Miriam until his rise to the top
of Ethiopian authority in April this year as prime minister. As well as well the rise of
power to address his political and economic vision and the position of the State of
Ethiopia from the index of vulnerability,

Likewise it looks at Ethiopia and the crises it is facing, whether in Africa or even
in relation to the Arabian Gulf,its foreign policy, complexities and its transformation m
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Democratic Transition and
the Poverty of Africa’s Ruling
Elites: Contradictory paths

Dr. Hamdy Abdel Rahman Hassan
Head of Dept of Humanities and Social Sciences Zayed University United
Arab Emirates

Over three decades or more of research and teaching African politics, | have
always raised the issue of the dominant paradigm that expresses its western
intellectual bias. The crisis of this western model has been a stumbling block to our
ability to understand and analyze Africa social and political developments. Thus,
there is a necessity for an alternative paradigm to reflect the African cultural and
civilizational legacies. This approach of thinking usually raises the following questions:
What if the transatlantic slave trade did not take place and kidnapped some 18
million Africans and uprooted them from their homelands in order to sell them as
slaves in the New World? What if the African countries had never been invaded by
the European colonizer? A historical counter-vision can show what African political
and social development might be far from colonialism. Ghana may have tried in
vain to get rid of this colonial conspiracy, but the pressures of neo-colonialism at
home and abroad have prevented her from achieving its progressive goals. In the
late 1950s, the new Government of Ghana gave its attention to the establishment
of its Atomic Energy Commission. In 1961, it attempted, unsuccessfully, to import a
Soviet nuclear reactor to generate electricity and enable scientific experiments. Ghana
has also established a national airline, Ghana Airways, with African pilots and crews.

This brief study seeks to discuss some of the issues of political transition and
democratization in Africa during the past two years. The "big men" who have been
dominated the conscience of their peoples for years since the national liberation
era, such as Mugabe and Dos Santos, have resigned and succeeded by new leaders.
There have also been competitive elections that have led to a peaceful change in
the political leadership, Liberia and Sierra Leone are clear examples. However, some
features of the democratic deficit have dominated the African political scene through
the many attempts to extend the presidential term either by soft means or by force.
All this reflects contradictory paths to democratic transition in Africa B
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SUMMARY

The Portuguese
occupation and its efiects
on Africa

Dr. Ahmed Andak Loh
Department of Sciences and Technology Cheikh Anta Diop University -
Dakar, Senegal

This article highlights the real motives that led the
Portuguese State to intervene in the field of colonialism, the
objectives it sought to achieve, the stages of Portuguese
colonialism in Africa, as well as the methods used to control
some African islands and their coasts. Portugal was also the
first Crusader country to fight the coasts of sub-Saharan
Africa for religious reasons, in alliance with St. John, who was
living in Abyssinia. Portugal succeeded greatly in this mission
because it has succeeded in colonizing some African countries,
seizing commercial centers and preventing the development
and spread of Islam in African countries in general and in its
former colonies on the continent in particular: Cape Verde,
Guinea-Bissau, Angola, Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe.
Portuguese colonialism has had a great impact, for the most
part negative, on the cultural, social, political, economic,
religious, cultural and other levels. The negative impact on
the religious side is confirmed by the fact that the number
of Muslims in the Portuguese colonies is much lower than in
other colonies n
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liberation movements, African parties and
associations, as well as family and tribe and
the patterns of social life.

Economically, Western studies have
focused onthe conceptofunderdevelopment
and its attachment to the African continent
to legitimize the exploitation and violation of
the wealth and raw materials and resources
of the continent. At the same time, it played
down any real development attempt on
the continent, while attributed it only
to Western presence on the continent, and
worked to amputate any real development
relationship to the Africans, and presented
them as dependent on the West, and doesn't
attach them to any real development or
progress on the continent.

On the other hand, recommendations
and advices by western researchers focused
on following the Western plans in economic
advancement, and not relying on local
cadres or plans, and therefore the continent
can remain dependent on the West in the
economic sphere, and its role will be only
confined with delivering their wealth to the
West, while the latter takes advantage of that
development of the continent.

The result was the biggest thefts in
history; exploitation of nations, countries
and peoples, while at the same time the
outcome was the absence of any material
improvement or development, only more
poverty and the need for the countries of
the continent. The only beneficiary of this
wealth is the West whose people live in
prosperity with the funds and resources of
African countries.

These studies did not care too much for
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African cultures, civilization or heritage, but
their main concern was the pagan heritage
based on the art of magic and sorcery, and
considered this as the only remnants of
African civilization and heritage.

These studies ignored African realities
as well as offering nothing to the continent
but were the guiding hand for Western
colonialism and the projects of Christian
preachers and hegemony on the continent,
while neglecting the uniqueness of the
African values, civilization and history.
It did not express the ambition of African
societies to raise up and become free
from dependency. Only few of which are
affiliated with international institutions and
organizations such as FAO, UNESCO and
others, but are also part of their scientific
approach to the Western perspective.

The Western scholar, no matter how
neutral and professional he is, will remain
far from the African reality. It seems that it
is difficult for him to feel how Africans feel,
while lacking the sense of responsibility
towards the continent, as well as adopting
their renaissance projects and remain
influenced by their civilization and Western
views of the other as they call it.

Therefore/there is a dire need for centers
and think tanks based on African indigenous
people and funding and researchers to explore
the history and heritage of their civilization.
Likewisel it'a important to carry out field
studies to extract its original studies and
researches that express the continent and the
aspirations of its people and provide a true
picture of Africa and its nations on heritage
history and civilization m



continent across history, turning a blind eye
towards civilizations established by Muslims
and how Africa was affected by it.

There are a huge number of Western
studies that praised the colonial status
of the West toward Africa and made it
the only savior and apostle of civilization
that pulled Africa out of its decline and
backwardness into its civilization, progress
and development.

In the field of religion, there were many
studies that have also reduced the influence of
Islam on the continent and its role in building
kingdoms and civilizations, and the role of
Muslim kingdoms and sultans in the spread
of Islam and civilization. While Africa used to
be dubbed as the continent of Islam, Western
studies reduced proportion of Muslimsin the
continent, while on the contrary increased the
proportion of Christians in most countries,
apparently to serve the missionary projects
in the continent.

In the field of political studies, some
researches have elaborated in specifying the
root causes of African conflicts, divisions and
struggles; as they have presented a picture of
African societies that are separate from the
reality: that they are war-torn and violence
communities, indulged in border conflicts,
water and food wars and so on. They ignored
that the cause of those rupture and conflict
may be traced back to the West itself, starting
from colonial campaigns, especially since
Berlin Conference between 15 November

Editorial

1884 and February 26, 1885, which divided
Africa between European countries and
made them torn bodies and divided the
one tribe and its regions and territories
between several countries, while putting
cultural and societal mines in the borders
between countries so that the conflict
can be ignited between any two countries
whenever the West wanted to. At the
same time, Western studies ignored all
this and focused on the effects of Western
colonialism as the facade of the political si
tuation on the continent.

Those studies also praised the African
political systems that follow the West's
approach on governance, even via the
artificial commitment to counterfeit
democracies and the values of Western rule.

On the other hand, Western studies
materialized the concept of subordination
to the West, and presented their visions to
save Africa from ignorance, disease, fighting
and inter-conflicts based on the absolute
dependence on the Western Savior, and
highlighted the ideal image of the West's
dealings with Africa, while obscuring its dark
and racist aspects and its ambitions on Africa
and its capabilities.

Western studies have dealt with African
societies and politics with some inferiority
and underestimation, while focused on
its contradictions and negative issues,
without making enough neutral studies
about it, notably focusing on the emerging
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Fordecades, western studies specialized
in African affairs have dominated the fieldo
f African intelligentsia, until it became the
reference of key African political, economic,
cultural, intellectual, historical and even
religious fields. So much so that any
specialist researcher in this field, African or
non-African, is dependent on those Western
sources.

It is no secret to any observer
that Western studies were not fair or neutral
enough in general, but rather, they were
directed and aimed at increasing the white
man's domination of Africa; as
they provide an upper view of the continent,
suggesting that the African people are fully
dependent on the western civilization, and
the West is the only route for lifting Africa
from its deep deteriorating situation.

Hence, Western studies were
characterized by one-sided views, centralism,
racial racism, ideological bias, and political
ends that dominated the most Western
studies that are related to man and society
especially in Muslim Africa.

It focused on several aspects that
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were set out to prove the hegemony of the
West and are essentially based on the idea of
European centrality; as the Western scholars
in this field start from a dogmatic point of
view that his intellectual and cultural model
is the standard reference. They categorized
African culture in its history and culture
under the framework of "primitive cultures’,
what proves their upper view looking down
to other cultures.

That was apparent in their study of
African history, as they obliterated the
elements of African civilizations, and the
civilizational role of African kingdoms, and
the resultant progress and development,
as they pictured the African history as an
extension to their presence in the continent,
pretending that the history of Africa started
since their encounter with the West, while
deemed Africa was living out of history
before that time.

There are plenty of Western studies that
present a distorted picture of Africa through
history, and espouse views that that African
societies were completely backward, while
other studies ignored the Islamic role in the
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