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Abstract

This descriptive research aimed at investigating Kurdish teachers' awareness of
Globalization of English Language Learning in Higher Education in Kurdistan /Iraq. The current
research abstract participated in a workshop in the 2nd International Leading Teachers
Summit organized by International Leading Educators Association with the partnership of
Istanbul Medeniyet University, National Ministry of Education General Directorate of Teacher
Training and Development and Activities Association between 15 - 17 July 2016 in Skopje,
Macedonia. The overall plan of the research evolved out of a verified options questionnaire
which was distributed on senior and junior language teachers from two educational institutions
in SU/ Kurdistan / Iraq that was College of Education and College of Languages / Depts. of
English .This questionnaire form surveyed a number of issues including: the changing profile
of methods of teaching of SU after 2003, the changing nature of English curricula and the
increasing need for adaptable, highly qualified researchers and active language teachers. Each of
these issues was connected to the impact of globalization the education sector. The total
participants were (20) language teachers which were selected randomly among a group of (50)
senior & junior teachers of English in the two colleges in Salahaddin University for the studying
year 2015-2016.T-test formula used to analyze the results of the collected data and the percentage
formula was used for the frequencies of the teachers responses. Statistical results revealed that
English teachers in both colleges agreed that seniors must incorporate a variety of text types and
different up-dated strategies of globalized language teaching .They also must be connected to
online teaching programs with different language teachers all over the world. Moreover, they all
agreed that the responsibility must be shared between both the students and the teachers; the later
must participate in authentic globalized texts that might be beneficial for them. Both teachers and
students must regularly participate in workshops regulated by teaching g and learning exerts.
Eventually the researcher recommended and suggested a group of new ideas for further research
for the sake of developing trends of teaching English as a foreign language
KEYWORDS: globalization of English; Attitudes, perspectives and competencies of English

language teachers.
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1.The Problem &Significance
Foreign language pragmatics are always focusing on the functional use of language while
teachers look for texts that are more reflective and develop students speaking skills outside the
classroom. Accordingly, Harmer (2001:200) thinks that, despite the curriculum, only authentic
learning materials will ‘genuinely’ develop English four language skills. Therefore, if students
are presented with authentic materials which may not concentrate on the grammatical rules and
structures just to cope with the need to pass an exam, this will more support their language
background. This also will shift their attention from consolidation of examinations to a more
globalized conception of language learning. Furthermore, there were many colleagues who argue
that the use of authentic language materials helps bridge the gap between classroom knowledge
and students’ ability to participate in everyday situations. This can be done through a more
developed group of EFL teachers .This research intends to investigate and understand Kurds EFL
teachers’ attitudes toward globalization of language learning in higher education in
Kurdistan/Irag. The following study tried to be significant in exploring the EFL Kurds language
Teachers attitudes towards:
1- the use of more globalized and updates methods of language teaching after 2003.
2-it also sheds light on how they perceive the influence of globalized curricula on students
speaking performance and proficiency.
3-the research sheds light on the teachers' attitudes and opinions towards the necessity for more
globalized minded and on-going research active teachers to cope with the new material and
methods of English as a foreign Language teaching and learning.
Aims of the study 1.1
The study aimed at investigating EFL Kurds College teachers’ attitudes toward:
1-the changing nature of English curricula.
2- the changing profile of methods of teaching of SU after 2003.
3 the increasing need for highly qualified and research - active language teachers.
1.2.Limits of the study
This study was limited to 20 EFL university teachers' attitudes in:
/SU 1-Department of English, College of Education
2- Department of English, College of Languages /SU
3- Academic year, 2015-2016 in Kurdistan/Iraq
1.3.Research Questions
1-What types of background, training and experience do English Teaching staff in the sample of
higher education need?
2-What are their attitudes towards language materials, curricula and teaching methodologies?
3-how can EL teacher be a highly active —researcher and a professional teacher at the same time?
2. Literature Review
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2.1. What is Global Education?

Since the appearance of "global education™ in scholarly and popular educational writings in
the 1960s, there was no definite clear definition for the term. In 1981, the National Council for
the Social Studies (NCSS) described global education as “efforts to cultivate in young people a
perspective of the world which emphasized the interconnections among cultures, species, and the
planet." The purpose of such efforts was "to develop a knowledgeable and skillful, attitudes that
help them to live effectively in a world that contains limited material sources and a world that
lake cultural understanding and increasing interdependence teaching and learning institutions are
attempting to enter the global educational marketplace but the major barrier is that English
Language proficiency and the decision makers excessive trial to develop a good proficient
language teachers. This can be one of the major problems of teaching globalization.
.Globalization refers to the expanding connectivity, participation, and independence of, social,
technological, cultural, and political aspects of the local activities. In an increasingly globalized
society, individuals need the power to communicate across cultural and national boundaries to be
part of the citizens of the world as they accessed to new technologies that afford them unlimited
ways to interpret, appropriate, and negotiate texts in multiple languages. These global interactions
necessitate an examination of cultural assumptions and beliefs that frame intercultural
communications. As English language teachers & educators, our goal is to equip students with
global knowledge and help them to be aware of how globalization positions their languages,
identities, communities, and futures. Consequently, teachers of English need to have a clear
vision about the subject of English within the contexts of global mass mediation, and intercultural
communications (i.e., communication which employs different cultural modes of expressions).

2.2. Globalization and English Education

English teachers are always in need to explore how globalization is (re)shaping and
(re)defining literature, language, composition, and mass media in the following ways; Literature
lately became so broad in terms of names authors listed under this discipline , audiences,
themes, and styles of representations. Readers have expanded choices of identities, discourses,
communities, and modes of interpretation. When the globe increasingly became accessible
because of instant communications, the corpus of print literature also expanded because of the
number of the literary works either being written in English or translated into English. The
consequence is that in some departments of English the privilege is granted to the courses of
world printed literature which enlist British and American literature global authors. On the other
hand, as Weaver states that "the Non-print literature--television and motion pictures--is an
invaluable literary asset in providing viewers with a sense of likelihood about the physical and
social worlds of the characters. For a given historical period, geographic setting, or futuristic
world, television and film can realistically depict the eating habits, clothing, and means of
transportation, class system, work habits, societal concerns, religious practices, and family life in
the context". (Weaver, 1996, P: 66) However, Non-printed literature is not revealing the artistic
phase of the conceptual; meaning as the printed literature does. The inner souls of the chapters
and the psychological rising thoughts influence the reader in more emotional way than the other
digital type of literature. In short, English teachers and their students both should recognize the
strengths and weaknesses of both non-print and print literature in providing a sense of the inner
worlds of individuals (Weaver, 1996).

Global language teaching will depend on the English teachers' ability to generate critical
dialogues among students from different cultural places inside and outside the classroom.
Through such dialogue, English teachers might foster great respect among their students for
international authors .Language is changing the role of English in global contexts, resulting in
uses and forms that are divergent in standard. Communicators have multiple English which is
used for rhetorical purposes within and across cultural US researchers and teachers of English

369



#2016/ Js) 1 5s il Anala [ Al g 4y g2 A1 o glall dpalieal) A i) 4418 Ala 30/

have been stating for over thirty years that the formal teaching of grammar isolated or split from
the teaching of writing is simply not effective (Weaver, 1996), in a globalized world of language
teaching this statement becomes more for granted than ever. There is no one English, but students
are overindulgent in a world English(s) through which they could communicate (Canagarajah,
2006). These worlds of English(s) can be divided into many types according to the culture or
nation in which the student is speaking which results a kind of congregation with that nation's
native language Using learning Technology or digital communication is not only bringing world
English(s) into daily communication but it is also aiding in developing a "standard
English.” Rapidly written messages, text messaging, and other technological devices of
communication are creating new writing practices of the Standard English for the sake of
fostering, more effective communication. While we may effectively argue that teaching Standard
English remains significant for in-class formal communication, it is also reasonable to claim that
English is becoming more complex than ever, and our students will need to be flexible and
efficient users of huge corpus of information of discourses that isolated drill-oriented grammar
lessons. Imaginary critical Thinking became much more important in the last thirty years.
Students must not only create controlling statements and brainstorming points, but must reflect
their argument and then frame this argument to take advantage of the given ideas by any means
of information, whether it is a website, a blog, a wiki, a video essay or documentary, or even a
traditional written document. Here technology expanded the worlds of composition in this sense;
it has also dramatically changed the rhetorical context for writing in schools. Students now have
access to many global audiences through web publishing, increasing their value for qualified
compositions beyond the context of school assignment and single teacher audience.
2.3. Some global Teaching Pedagogies

Teaching though critical thinking activities plays central role in developing critical thinking
skills. As the world becomes more complicated and increasingly challenging, our students must
be prepared to enter this universe as competent, creative , thoughtful, and reflective readers and
communicators. In order to prepare them effectively, we must make changes to curricula that
traditionally view knowledge making and communication as, text-based, and individual student
orientation a perspective that was only appropriate before the recent evolution of communicative
technologies. To prepare active students to be effective world citizens that make thoughtful
decisions and solve global problems, we must first help them to develop good synthesizing and
analyzing skills. The classroom teacher who applies this wide definition of global education and
identified its aims appropriately is faced with a huge challenge of deciding and selecting best
practices and appropriate materials. Enlarging students’ perspectives must not to be like any
haphazard process, but materials offered must be planed according to the specifications of global
education so as to introduce a global realistic pedagogy. Bearing this idea in mind, the following
questions are recommended to teachers to be considered when they evaluate any global teaching
resource (material or program) that meets the objectives of globalization of language teaching:
1-Does it integrate the effective use of IT and Internet resources as a tool?
2-1s it parallel to the local and national curriculum and assessment standards?
3-Does it engage and multi- disciplinary teaching strategies, including science, social  studies,

history, the arts and humanities
4-Does it include character and ethical behavior related questions?
5-Does it accommodate the contradicted levels of comprehension and understanding abilities of
the involved students?

6-Does the courses provide professional opportunities of career development teachers?
7-Does it encourages students to understand and consider other people perspectives?

There are many tempting teaching products and materials on the market that can be
scientifically used in applying the principles of global education. Good answers to these
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evaluative questions above should help to emphasize the idea global education and its
appropriateness in our public schools.

3.Research Methodology

3.1. Population and Sample

The total population of the research consists of (50) senior & junior teachers of English in
both ,College of Education and College of Languages / Salahaddin University (SU) in Kurdistan
Region/Irag . Among the population of the research (20) teachers were randomly selected to form
the sample of the research and to resemble the research participants in both colleges.
3.2.The Research Instrument

To investigate the teachers' awareness and attitudes towards globalization of language
teaching, different-items questionnaire was constructed by the researcher and distributed on the
participants of the study to form the main instrument of the research The questionnaire form was
divided into three sections, section (A) includes items (1-7) which are considered as introductory
section about the teachers major teaching subjects, years of teaching , their ethnicity ,and some
other items about the type of educational policy their institutions follow to evaluate the teachers
profession. Section (B) includes the items (8-12) includes items questioning the teachers' mother
tongues as it has great effects on their level of affecting the process of learning a foreign language
It also inquires the frequency of visiting foreign countries or other English speaking countries.
Section (C) includes (6) items measured by this questionnaire and represented by the items (1-
46) see table (2)

This questionnaire was designed to collect the teachers' attitudes towards the new trends
and globalized methods and curricula of English Language teaching. (Mc Colly, 1970:156). The
researcher followed different sources to construct the questionnaire such as related books,
journals and EFL magazines .they review different sources in the field of evaluation and
measurement and review previous sources and literary texts for the sake of constructing an
adequate and scientific research instrument.

3.3. Face Validity of the questionnaire.

Ebel (1972:78) claims that face validity is secured if the items seem to be adequate in
measuring what is intended to be measured. In order to ensure good face validity of the
questionnaire, the first copy has been exposed to a number of experts in the fields of EFL
teaching as shown in table (1) below.

Table (1) the Academic Ranks, Names, and Locations of the Jury Member

No. Name Academic Rank College
College of Education (ibn-
Rushed)Baghdad

1- Dr .Fatin Khairy Al-Rifai Prof. (Ph. D College of Languages / Salahaddin
2- Dr. Esmail Fahmi Prof. (Ph.D) University.
3- Dr. Dhuha Attalla Assist. Prof. (Ph.D) College of basic Education / Univ. of
4- Dr. Mohammed Al-Jabari Assist. Prof. (Ph. D) Mustansiria /Baghdad

College of Education /Salahaddin

University.

The jurors were requested to evaluate the items of the questionnaire and decided if they are
suitable for the purpose of the research or not. Accordingly, some items have been deleted and
others have been added. The final form of the teachers' questionnaire consists of (33) items
distributed among three sections. After deciding the best items to be included, the questionnaire
was administered on (20) senior & junior teachers of English language in two departments of
English in College of the Education and College of languages at University of Salahaddin(SU)/
Kurdistan region / Iraqg.
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3.4.Data Analysis & Discussion

The following tables show the statistical analysis of teachers' responses to the questionnaire
form , the three domains were calculated according to the percentages of the frequencies a, means
and significance.

Table 1-The questionnaire 1 domain

No. Items Frg. | % | Mean | Sig.
1- Above five years of Proficiency _and_ years of teaching in the 15 75 0.2 0.05
current Institution.
2- Major applied linguistics specialty. 3 15 0.5 0.05
3- studying or living outside the country 4 16 0.4 0.05
4- Courses after graduation as part of your proficiency 15 75 0.5 0.05
5. Requirements after Graduation English Language Proficiency 20 | 100 0.5 0.05
Benchmark
Table 2-The questionnaire 2nd domain
No. items Frq % Mean | Sig.
1- Teachers mother tongues and et_hnlcny its effect on language 17 7 89 0.05
speaking
2- Visiting English speaking countries. 19 95 3.67 0.05
3. Visiting foreign coun'c_r[es and being in tou_ch with foreign 19 95 3.67 0.05
communities other than English
4- Times and duration of V|5|.t|_ng English speaking 14 56 295 0.05
communities.
Table 3-The questionnaire 3" domain
No. Items Frqg % Mean | Sig
-1 latest international language tests teachers attended 6 31 1.25 0.05
9. Teachers rating their own !Engllsh Ignguage proficiency as 17 86 344 | 0.05
upper- intermediate.
3 Teachers' qualifications of spgaklng other languages than 19 95 367 | 005
English.
4- teachers post-graduate degrees 0 0 0 0.05
They teach for the purpose of having a better understanding
5- of life in countries where English is spoken as an 9 47 1.89 | 0.05
international language
6 They studied English to complete a degree in English rather | 18 90 3.66 0.05
than other subjects. )
7- Teaching for the Need of a future career 18 94 3.70 0.05
8- Need to communicate when the teacher travels to other 1 56 295 0.05
countries
9- Need to become a better educated person 14 76 3.00 0.05
10- People will respect me more if | can speak English well 13 52 2.66 0.05
11- Teachers used Text books only in their teaching activities 15 75 0.2 0.05
12- They used Oral drill practices. 5 29 3.67 0.05
13- Written drill practices used in evaluating students globalized 5 29 367 | 005
language competences.
14 They used Vocabulary-bas_ed games in teaching intercultural 6 30 125 0.05
dimension
15- They used Group discussion involving problem-solving 11 56 2.25 0.05
16- Asking students to tell astory based on a sequence of 10 50 212 | 0.05
pictures
17- Reading and/or writing film or television program reviews 3 13 0.50 | 0.05
18- Asking students to make debates about globalized issues. 5 25 1.00 | 0.05
Teachers are usually Socializing with native speakers of
19- English outside the classroom K 2 1257 N>
20- They are Watching TV or films in English 15 75 290 | 0.05
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Part of teachers philosophy they believed that it is important
21- to explain linguistic points explicitly in Kurdish or translate 16 86 3.44 | 0.05
sentences into Kurdish so that students can understand
They believe that students will be more motivated if their

22- teaching mainly focuses on listening and speaking in 11 56 225 | 0.05
English
23 They believe that students can learn better if the focus is on p 40

cultural meaning while learning grammar is less important
They believe that students’ English will improve naturally if
the teacher speaks English all or most of the time in class.
The believe that The Web can put learners in contact with
up-to-date information about the English language,
especially through the use of online dictionaries, usage
guide, etc.?

They used the Internet in English-language teaching in early
stages and it will grow continuously & simultaneously?
With the rapid changes brought about by globalization and
technological development, teachers of ESOL need to
understand that they are entering, or have already entered the
biggest language/linguistic revolution ever?

10 50 2.12

20 15 75 3.00

21 16 76 4.00

22- 10 50 2.00

to analyse the results of the questionnaire in connection to the aims of the research, the
following was concluded:

1- investigating the changing nature of English curricula.

'T- Test' formula was applied in order to analyze teachers' attitudes toward the type of the
language curricula in higher education and its effect on teaching globalization. Results indicated
that there were statistically no significant differences at a<0.05 between the two Colleges
teachers' attitude toward globalization of teaching curricula i.e. teachers of College of education
and teachers of College of languages in university of Salahaddin. The calculated T-value is
(1.372), which is less than the T-tabulated (2.110) at (0.05) level of significance and (5) degree of
freedom, as shown in table (3)

Table (4)
The Result of T- Test for the Teachers' Attitude towards Teaching Curricula
Variable Number Bican standard T- Value Level of
deviation | calculated | Tabulated | significance
fhe’changingliiture of 20 17.733 | 42.94 1372 2.110 Non-
English curricula

Results Related to the second aim:

2- The changing profile of methods of teaching of SU after 2003.

‘T- Test' formula was applied to analyze teachers' attitudes towards the importance of the
changing profile of methods of teaching English as a foreign language of university of
Salahaddin after 2003. The changing program and the new teaching systems had a great effect on
their methods of teaching which were upgraded after being in touch with different educational
western and European teaching systems. Results indicated that there were statistically no
significant differences at 0<0.05 between the two Colleges teachers' attitude toward the changing
profile of methods of teaching of SU after 2003i.e. teachers of College of education and teachers
of College of languages in university of Salahaddin. The calculated T-value is (1.56), which was
less than the T-tabulated (2.110) at (0.05) level of significance and (5) degree of freedom, as
shown in table (4)
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Table (5)
The Result of T- Test for the Teachers' Attitude towards The changing profile of methods
of teaching of SU after 2003

standard T- Value Level of
deviation | calculated | Tabulated | significance

Variable Number mean

The changing profile of
methods of teaching of SU 20 18.743 42.94 1.56 2.110 Non-
after 2003

Results Related to the third aim:
3 the increasing need for highly qualified and research - active language teachers.
‘T- Test' formula was also applied to analyze teachers' attitudes towards the increasing need
for highly qualified and research - active language teachers and its effect on developing different
globalized methods of language teaching and research programs. . Results indicated that there
were no statistically significant differences at 0<0.05 between the two Colleges teachers' attitude
toward the increasing need for highly qualified and research - active language teachers i.e.
teachers of College of education and teachers of College of languages in university of Salahddin.
The calculated T-value is (3.372), which is higher than the T-tabulated (2.110) at (0.05) level of
significance and (5) degree of freedom, as shown in table (5)
Table (6)

The Result of T- Test for the Teachers' Attitude towards the increasing need for highly

qualified and research - active language teachers

standard T- Value Level of
deviation | calculated Tabulated significance

Variable Number mean

the increasing need for
highly qualified and
research - active
language teachers 3

20 17.733 42.94 3.372 2.110 Non-

After the researcher summarized the data analysis above, the following can be discussed
about each aim of the research:

1-concerning the first aim of the research, it was found that the participants of the research
showed no significant statistical differences between teachers of English in both colleges as
they both agreed that the update or globalized methods of teaching needs more updated
teaching curricula. Teachers All agreed that the teaching material s must be more adaptable to
the students' interactional needs. They insisted that the teaching plans must not include blind
curricula that do not put into consecration the learners needs. Using globalized texts is more
powerful than the classical or traditional texts. Globalized materials encourage students'
knowledge building. Traditional education does not require the learners to decide what they
want to learn or do not want to learn. Some teachers teaching philosophies were against the
idea of giving the learners the complete pathway to cooperate on their full inside the class as
they consider it time wasting in some literary courses.

2- When coming to the second aim of the research which is related to the changing profile of
methods of teaching of SU after 2003, the researcher concluded that, to change the old
classical profile of language teaching, the university was trying to meet the professional
requirements of language teachers therefore, it had a very important experience to work in
partnership with university of Cincinnati (Ohio) in United States of America after 2009 and
on. As the government participates in enhancing the national higher education systems in
Kurdistan. The university prepared a professional system of high education in which there was
a big shift from teaching into learning through developing project-based approaches of
language teaching. This approach was highly connected to the globalization of language
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teaching as it depended mainly on the use of the internet to get the students to be in touch with
other language learners all over the world. Teachers nowadays are participating in different
language conferences, workshops and in-training development courses inside and outside
Kurdistan. This can be clearly seen in the teachers' responses of the questionnaire items that
measure the second aim of the study.

3- The new shift of the university language teaching systems nictitated the need for the increasing
need for highly qualified and research-active language teachers. The participants of the
research had different attitudes concerning this point. Related to the discussion of the second
aim above, this means that after 2009 most of the language teachers in both colleges of the
research became highly qualified and as most of them are participating into regular
workshops, this helped them to be active researchers in all the aspects of EFL teaching. The
statistics indicated through their responses that they find it very significant to be in connection
with other teachers through co-researching with teachers from outside Kurdistan through
language webinars and development programs. Teachers didn’t consider how long each
teacher has been teaching rather that the qualification and how they evaluate globalization of
language teaching that each teacher had regardless of the years of teaching. This because
following the globalized methods of teaching and teaching materials best enhances students'
language achievements.

.3.5.Results Conclusions & Recommendations

To sum up, teachers use different curricula based on a combination of their teaching
experience and their real preferences and philosophies In fact, teachers showed an ideal interest
in having very well administered courses of developing globalized methods of teaching. They
also emphasized the idea that successful language class should use a combination of both
authentic globalized teaching texts and methods especially in higher education as the learners are
more advanced language learners. However, a t-test analysis didn’t shows a statistically
significant difference between teachers of both Colleges attitudes toward the covered areas in this
study .they had strong positive attitudes towards the impact of globalization of language teaching
is clearly presented in their teaching philosophies. The concept of globalization of the teaching
material and the methods of teaching in classroom provides students with opportunities to get
exposed to and practice a language that naturally occurs outside the classroom. However, the
impact of globalized methods of teaching on language performance at various levels had shown
improvement in language performance as a result of exposure to authentic linguistic situations in
the classroom. Based on the concluded results, the researcher introduces the following
recommendations:

1- Language teachers must be and involved in continuous research taking program for the entire
EFL teacher to develop very well globalized connections with teachers from different parts of
the world.

2. Teachers were also recommended to incorporate a variety of text types and different up-dated
topics especially in the reading class, such as daily world news, psychological topics , health,
fashion, sports, etc.,

3-The teachers were recommended to have students participate in the selection of authentic
globalized texts that might be beneficial to learners. Therefore, EFL teachers should consider
giving language learners the chance to decide their learning needs and have a word the to
choose some authentic texts to incorporate into their reading classes.

4- It was also recommended that teacher must involve in regulated and continuous global
workshops for further teaching development

5- Globalized materials might also be integrated in both vocabulary and grammar classes, where
students can increase their knowledge of vocabulary items and grammatical structures as they
occur in their original contexts not dealing with them as isolated entities.
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Appendix
Teachers' Questionnaire

Preliminary

Dear English Language Teacher,

The following questionnaire surveying number of issues including: the changing profile of
methods of teaching of SU after 2003, the changing nature of English curricula, and the
increasing need for qualified and research - active language teachers.

Please answer all the questions as much as possible.

Answer spontaneously —don’t linger over your answers.

You will probably be able to complete the questionnaire in 20 minutes.

Section A (Please give adequate answers )

1. Sex ----------- A) Male B) Female
2. How many years, including this year, have you been teaching English in your current
Institution?
A) 1 years B) 3 years C) 8 years D) more than 10 years
3. Please insert your major teaching subject and the grade
Major:
Grade:

4. If you are not a Kurd, please indicate your ethnicity ------------=-=-=-=-==mmumo-

6. Are you required to take any further English courses after graduation as part of your
proficiency requirements?

Yes No
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7. Does your institution have after Graduation English Language Proficiency Benchmark which
you are required to achieve?

Yes No

Section B (Please give appropriate answers )

1- What is your mother’s language or languages?

A) Sorani Kurdish B) Badini Kurdish  C) Arabic D) Turkish E) Others

2- Have you ever been to an English speaking country?

Yes No

If YES, please continue to Question 3. If NO, please go to Question (1) in section C.

3-How many times have you visited an English-speaking country?

A) Never B)onlyonce C)between?2and5times D) more than 5 times

4- how long in total have you spent in an English-speaking country?

A) less than 1 week B) between 1 week and 1 month  C) between 1 month and 1 year D)
more than 1 year

Section C (Please give adequate answers )

1. Have you taken any English proficiency test?

Yes No

If YES, please continue to next Question. If NO, please go to Question 3.

2-Please tick the appropriate examination/ test and write your grade/ mark in the column next to
it:
Examination/ Test

TOEFL Paper-based----------
Computer-based------------
Other(s) ------=-====mmmm e

3- Have you already achieved the Graduation English Language Proficiency Benchmark required
by your institution for the last three years? Please circle the appropriate answer.

A) Yes B) No C) There’s no such requirement

4-How would you rate your English proficiency?

A) Elementary B) intermediate C) advanced D) near-native speaker

5-Have you studied any languages other than English?

Yes No

6-Are you studying (or planning to study) any languages in addition to English as part of your
current degree?

Yes No

7- What are your main reasons for studying English as part of your degree? Please

Tick Reasons

*| have to study English to complete a degree but the other subjects interest me more than
*English

*| want to do postgraduate study in an English-speaking country

*] want to get to know people who speak English

*| will need it for my future career

*| want to travel to other countries

*] want to become a better educated person

*| liked my English teacher at school

*] want to have a better understanding of life in countries where English is spoken English is an
international language

*My parents wanted me to study English
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*] think people will respect me more if | can speak English well

*| hope to meet a greater variety of people in my life

*] would like to live in a country where English is spoken

*Other reason (please specify)

8-Which of the following activities would you use in your English classes? (Please tick more
than one option if appropriate)

. Whatever is in the textbook?

. Oral drill practice

. Written drill practice

. Explicit grammar teaching

. Implicit grammar teaching

. Vocabulary-based games

. Group discussion involving problem-solving

. Writing or telling a story based on a sequence of pictures

. Writing letters

10. Short answers based on interpreting text

11. Reading and/or writing film or television program reviews

12. Debating

13. Reading aloud the dialogues and/or texts in textbooks

9-Outside of class, do you seek opportunities to use English? Please tick
the appropriate answer.

O OoONO OIS~ WN B

YES NO

OR

(a)Socializing with native speakers of English

(b) Speaking in English to friends

(c) Watching TV or films in English

(d) Reading for pleasure in English

(e) Writing emails in English to friends

10- Which of the following statements best describes your philosophy about English teaching?
Please tick ONLY ONE option.

1. I believe it is important to explain grammatical rules explicitly in

Kurdish and translate sentences into Kurdish so that students can understand

2. | believe that students will be more motivated if my teaching mainly focuses on listening and
speaking in English.

3. | believe that students can learn better if the focus is on meaning; learning grammar is less
important.

4. 1 believe that students’ English will improve naturally if I speak English all or most of the time
in class.

5- | believe that The Web can put learners in contact with up-to-date information about the
English language, especially through the use of online dictionaries, usage guide, etc.?

11-Do you agree that;

A) The use of the Internet in English-language teaching may be in its early stages, but itis going
to grow continuously & simultaneously?

WES NO

B) With the rapid changes brought about by globalization and technological development,
teachers of ESOL need to understand that they are entering, or have already entered the
biggest language/linguistic revolution ever?

XES NO
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C) Integrating texts, graphics, and audio-visual material into a multimedia presentation motivate
language teaching in higher education in all the courses?

YES NO

D) Websites can provide a variety of attractively pedagogical tools packaged in SU, such as
newspaper articles, exercises, quizzes, and self-assessments, etc.?

YES NO
E) Teachers Chat groups are other means to teaching English to ESOL?
YES NO

F) Mailing lists and newsgroups, have facilitated discussion of issues, student-student contact,
and teacher-student interaction which soon takes on the characteristics of a virtual classroom?

YES NO

12) Do you have any other comments you wish to add? If so, please write your comments
below.

Thank you for taking part in this questionnaire.
2016
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Abstract

Circumlocution is a strategy used to explain the meaning of the target expression through
description of its such as shape, colour, size or functions. This study sheds light on
circumlocution , previous studies , types of circumlocution functions of circumlocution and types
of circumlocution used in religious texts.

Introduction

Circumlocution is a strategy used to describe or explain the meaning of the target
expression, through description of its characteristics such as shape, colour, size or function . In
other words, using many words to describe something for which a concise expression exists
(Smyth, 1920: 681).

Circumlocution is often used by aphasics and people learning a new language , where in the
absence of a word (such as grandfather) the subject can simply be described the father of one's
father). It is also used frequently in Basic English, a constructed dialect of non-regional English
(ibid.).

Circumlocution is beating around the bush, circumambages, diffuseness, discursiveness,
euphemism, gassiness, indirectness, periphrase, periphrasis, pleonasm, prolixity, roundabout,
tautology, verbal evasion, verbiage, wordiness (Roget's 21st Century Thesaurus, 2012 : 25).

A lengthened, roundabout mode of speech is allowable for the sake of variety or emphasis,
or when a direct assertion might be offensive. But when none of these ends is accomplished, the
mode of speeches becomes feeble and ineffective.

Broadly speaking , circumlocution receives less attention in studies. In addition, very little
is known about the purposes of employing circumlocution in speech and writing.

Accordingly, this study tries to answer the following questions:

1. What is circumlocution?

2. What are the types of circumlocution ?

3. What functions is circumlocution used to achieve ?
4. What are the types used in religious texts?

1. Previous studies

It has been stated that circumlocution is describing or exemplifying the target object or
action. To the best of the researchers' knowledge there are no previous studies applied
circumlocution to the religious text. However, circumlocution has been applied as one the
communication strategies in many studies , Teng, Huei-Chun. (2012), examines the effects of
teaching communication strategies (CSs) to EFL college students in Taiwan, she finds that
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participants use circumlocution more than other strategies (3). Another study reports the detailed
steps employed in developing students’ circumlocution strategy in an intermediate Chinese
language class (4). An Iranian study sets out to study CSs in terms of their relation to language
proficiency and their manifestation in the written production. The rationale behind this study is to
take a step towards the empirical investigation of CSs in the written medium (5) . A study carries
out among non-native speakers of English as a foreign language who made use of a series of
compensatory strategies (circumlocution) when faced with unknown lexical items. According to
the results, this particular kind of strategies proved to be especially useful to solve gaps in
communication in order to keep the flow of conversation (6).

2. What is Circumlocution?

Circumlocution (also called periphrasis, circumduction, circumv-olution, periphrase, or
ambage) is an ambiguous or roundabout figure of speech. In its most basic form, circumlocution
is using many words (such as "a tool used for cutting things such as paper and hair™) to describe
something for which a concise (and commonly known) expression exists (“'scissors"”). In this
sense, the vast majority of definitions found in dictionaries are circumlocutory (Smyth,
1920: 681).

The employment of circumlocution refers to the use of unnecessarily words and indirect
language to avoid getting to the point, (i.,e.) contrast with conciseness. Though circumlocution is
usually regarded as a stylistic vice in contemporary prose, it can be used for comic effect.
Yemeni speakers, for example, avoid the use of these words through different types of
replacement of taboo words with more acceptable words of circumlocution(Qanbar,2011:96).
3.Circumlocution Purposes

Circumlocution is a roundabout or ambiguous way of saying things. For example, saying "a
certain long-eared animal with a penchant for carrots” instead of "rabbit" is circumlocutory.
Circumlocution may also be called ambage, circumduction, circumvolution, periphrase, or
periphrasis. There are many different types of circumlocution and many different reasons for
speaking in a roundabout manner.
4.Circumlocution and Politeness

According to Bach and Harnish (1979: 99) in circumlocutary utterances, "the speaker
compromises the presumption of manner in order

to avoid the offence to the hearer or embarrassment to himself that explicit language would
endanger"” .Thus, instead of saying the following speech to a "tardy guess":

-It's about time you got here.

One can say the same thing "more tactfully” as in :
-We were beginning to worry about you (ibid.).

Both speeches denote that the guest's coming late, but the second one is more polite (ibid.).

Crystal (2003:187) states that there was one nice moment when the US, UK and Australian
delegates were all reduced to incoherence because they found that they had disbarred themselves
from using any of their natural expressions for ‘the safe walking route at the side of a road’ —
pavement (UK), sidewalk(US) and footpath (Australian). In the absence of a regionally neutral
term, all they were left with was circumlocution (such as the one just given).
5.Rationale to Circumlocution

There are many reasons for using circumlocution. Various studies show different attitudes
towards the subjects in question. Qanbar's (2011 :98) study, for example, states that Yemenis
employ circumlocutory terms as euphemisms. Hence , it is important to know the purposes for
employing such a term.
6.Circumlocution Purposes

Circumlocution is a roundabout or ambiguous way of saying things. For example, saying "a
certain long-eared animal with a penchant for carrots™ instead of "rabbit" is circumlocutory.
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Circumlocution may also be called ambage, circumduction, circumvolution, periphrase, or
periphrasis. There are many different types of circumlocution and many different reasons for
speaking in a roundabout manner.

6.1 Social: Circumlocution can also be used for social reasons, for example, to avoid saying
something unlucky or offensive. The use of circumlocutory speech to avoid unlucky or taboo
words is a form of euphemism. Sometimes, euphemism is simply the substitution of one word
for another, but in other cases, many words are used to describe something instead of using the
true word for it, which may be considered offensive, upsetting, or unlucky. For example, one
may say that someone "passed away" or "is no longer with us" instead of saying that person
"died,” in order to avoid upsetting his or her listeners (see Qanbar's ,2011: 98).The use of
circumlocution helps to avoid offence when employed as euphemism (Brown and
Levinson,1978:99).

6.2 Ambiguity: Circumlocution can also be used in order to speak ambiguously or equivocally.
A person may use ambiguous circumlocutory speech for effect, for example in a humorous
double entendre, or to make a certain sentiment fit the rhyme and meter of a poem.
Circumlocutory speech can also be used, however, to deceive or misinform. Politicians and
lawyers are often accused of this type of circumlocution, because it can sometimes be very
difficult to determine which side of a political issue one should support simply by listening to
its proponents, or to understand the finer points in a legal contract.

Circumlocutory speech with the intention to deceive is not limited to groups of people who
use specialized speech professionally. However, one can encounter such examples of
equivocation in nearly any situation. For example, an equivocating person may say "l may not
have been exactly truthful™ instead of directly admitting to a lie.

According to Obeing ( 2012: 49) "circumlocution” is employed by politicians in
communicating potential face-threatening acts or politically risky subjects. Politicians avoid the
obvious and communicate in an indirect way so as to protect further their own careers and to
have both advantages ,in the political and interactional levels, over their political opponents. This
due to the fact that obliqueness in communication may be expressed through evasion,
circumlocution.

6.3 Politeness :since circumlocution includes saying things indirectly, and indirectness is in
many cases employed to reflect politeness, circum-locuting one's interaction may be used to
show politeness.

6.4 Disorder: One of the simplest reasons for using circumlocution is the inability to recall the
correct word for something. This often happens to second-language learners, but is also
characteristic of some types of aphasia, language loss due to brain damage. It should be noted
that most people experience this phenomenon occasionally, even in their native tongue.
Circumlocution is often an effective means get the point across in such situations.

6.5 Failure in getting to the point: this is unwelcome habit (ibid.).

7.Types of Circumlocution

According to Barrass (1982: 70), in his discussion of circumlocutory utterances
interaction ,there are three types of circumlocution can be distinguished:

1) general over specific (abstract over concrete);

2) paraphrase over name;

3) complex over simple;

Additionally (1), there are other types of circumlocution presented as follows:

4) ambiguity ;

5) equivocation;

6) euphemism ;

7) grammar.
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7. 1 General over specific

Example of a typical sentence:

-Life in Poland is difficult because the prices on many things are too high.

Problems:

-What is meant by 'life'?

-Who is this life difficult for?

-What are the 'many things'?

-How can the range of 'too high prices' be defined?

This seems important and an usual type of frequently an uneconomical overwritten
sentence: the lack of precise terms is likely to force subsequent reformulations and repetitions.
Speakers should be bothered with questions about the generalizations they like to use them so
that they start feeling concerned and responsible for the meanings they want to convey.
Informative and precise statements should be aimed at, for example, to this effect:

-The cost of living of the Polish middle class families have nearly doubled over the last year due
to the continuous rise in rent rates and food prices.
7.2 Paraphrase over name

This case of circumlocution appears when one is not able to' call a spade a spade’. The
employment of understatements and periphrases aims at covering the ignorance or dishonesty of
the writer. Here is a good list of words that have lent themselves to the formation of such
overblown jargonistic phrases. To avoid equivocality, one is advised to use these words sparingly
and with caution:

case (instance) character ( nature) condition( persuasion)
degree (area) angle (aspect) fact ( field) level (situation)
spectrum ( time) type Barrass (1982: 70).

Polish speakers overuse many of these words, and more: basis ( thing), kind ( something)
and matter (issue). Barrass (ibid.) gives us examples of wordy phrasing and juxtaposes them
with better, shorter equivalents:

Circumlocution Better English
arrive at decision decide
to say nothing of And
it would appear that Apparently
in the field of medicine in medicine
a disproportionate number few decide

7.3 Complex over simple

Complex writing manifests itself in a threefold manner. First, it results from the writer's
inability to arrange his/her topic in a logical structure. Here, culturally conditioned cognitive
processes can be affected. The way of putting them on the right path leads through varied practice
in essay

organizing. Second, related to the foreign structured , thoughts are the methods of
presenting them linguistically. English sentences produced by Polish speakers for example, often
come out longer and looser than needed. Instead of grouping logically connected topics, they
abound in fragmented arguments, associative remarks and repeated comments linked by
connectives: which, with which, for which, by which, who, with whom, etc.( Brrass, 1982: 70).

Third, on the lexical level, the choice of foreign , fancy or longer term is common. Poles
are not particularly prone to using them, but occasional errors do occur. For the usual reasons of
clarity, impact and concreteness, English stylists, though recognizing the 'matter of ear', prefer
shorter words, like those in the second of the columns given below:
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Fancy word Shorter, preferred word
Proceed go
Scintillate shine
accomplish do
terminate end
hypothesis suggest
individual person
considerably much
modification change

Brrass (ibid.) suggests that on top of being systematically corrected for their errors,
speakers should receive a list of strategic rules to adhere to, preferably illustrated with examples.
An abridged version of such anti-circumlocution guidelines is provided below:

a) always approach your subject directly;

b) use definite, specific and concrete language;

c) adapt suitable phrases from original English sources to approximate your expression to the
near-native;

d) of two synonymous expressions, choose the shorter since it is usually the better one.

Such an idea is supported by many other linguists dealing with other areas of investigating
circumlocution. Hicks (2007: 90), for example, declares that journalists advised to prefer the
direct statement to any form of circumlocution. He suggests long list of circumlocutory words to
avoid. He calls them posh words. Posh, pompous, pretentious words are the opposite of tabloids :
they show the writer is putting on collar and tie to impress. Many posh words used in journalism
are also examples of circumlocution (long-winded and roundabout writing), see Hicks (2007 100-
101).

7.4 Ambiguity

It is the ability to express more than one interpretation. It is in contrast with vagueness in
which specific and distinct interpretations are permitted whereas in vagueness it is difficult to
form any interpretation at the desired level of specificity. Context may play a role in resolving

ambiguity (2).

7.5 Equivocation is the use of circumlocution to deceive others without blatantly lying .
Equivocation is classified as both a formal and informal fallacy. For example, if a mother
asks her child to clean a throw rug , and the child replies that he will "hang the rug and beat
it" instead of saying he will “clean it", he could mean that he will forget about the rug (hang
it) and quickly leave (beat it) (2).

7.6 Euphemism is the use of circumlocution to avoid saying offensive words. A euphemism is a
substitution of an agreeable or less offensive expression in place of one that may offend or
suggest something unpleasant to the listener or in the case of doublespeak Euphemism,
however, is only sometimes circumlocutory. For example, "Holy mother of Jesus !" is a
circumlocution of "Mary" but "heck" while still euphemistic, is not a circumlocution of "
hell" (2).

7.7 Grammar: some strictly grammatically incorrect statements are considered circumlocution
to avoid using awkward constructions: e.g., "Aren't | going with you?" instead of "Am | not
going with you?". These are often perfectly acceptable in common discourse (1).

8. Data Analysis

The researchers find examples of all types of circumlocution for the Holy Quranic Text. It
is a text mining which refers to the process of deriving high-quality information from text. High-
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quality information is typically derived through the devising of patterns and trends. Text mining
usually involves the process of structuring the input text database deriving patterns within the
structured data, and finally evaluation and interpretation of the output.
8.1 General over specific
This type of circumlocution is used for the sake of noting .A special circumlocution is after
a general one or the vice versa. The former is for the sake of noting (remarking). Allah the
Almighty mentions prays in general and then specifies the middle pray so as to shed the attention
of people to the importance of this pray in a sense that it is a link between other prays.
580 (2) .((238)tansll B3all s S shiall o | shils)
In the latter case, the general one is mentioned after the specific one.
30 (2) (AelS s pdie olli dian ) 13) dasu g all A oL 2300 dluad dag ol ()
Here, Allah the Almighty mentions all fast days that are obligatory and then specifies those
people who are unable by saying fast three days in AL haj and seven days after AL haj.
8.2 Paraphrase over name
circumlocution appears when the writer is not able to a thing or a word as it is so he
employs of understatements and periphrases that aim at covering the ignorance or dishonesty of
the writer.
Jaill (16) .(66)(oball Gl Laalla Ul o35 478 cpa (pe 4 shay 8 Law 2805 5 laSY) 3280 ) )
Allah the Almighty mentions the general name (5_22), it is not clear , then He explains in a clear
way what is meant by (6_»~) into two steps: the first one is ( ¢skd! Léw) and the second one s (
&Ll calll), This is the significant of paraphrase and its importance in stating the meaning
clearly.
8.3 Complex over simple g
(A1) OLiing 48 (oA eV el dul )y (e adall JSUS Cliad HAV) Lal 5 ") el 4n ) (B Lo Lol (il alia
sy (12)
Here, circumlocution is done by explaining the night dream using simple words.

8.4Ambiguity

It is the ability to express more than one interpretation. It is generally contrasted with
vagueness , in that specific and distinct interpretations are permitted (although some may not be
immediately apparent), whereas with information that is vague it is difficult to form any
interpretation at the desired level of specificity. Context may play a role in resolving ambiguity

).

B0 Bt agd Osleh Lae (36 sae il g cilylall ) gudall g cppdall ilplall g linall ) fadll g Ginall GiELAY)
s (26) (S

Here, ( <lpklle <lipall) | these words are ambiguous (i.,e.) they refer either to persons or deeds.
8.5 Equivocation

It is the misleading use of a term with more than one meaning or sense (by glossing over
which meaning is intended at a particular time). "To call by the same name" is classified as an
informal logic fallacy . It generally occurs with polysemic words (words with multiple meanings)
(2).
Ll (78) .(2)akaxdl Ll e (1) sty oo
Here , the word ~daa)) Ll js used to give two meanings, it is either the Day of Judgment or Imam
Ali (AS).
8.6 Euphemism

Beckman and Callow (1974:120) state that euphemism is a metaphoric or metonymic use
of an expression in place of another expression that is disagreeable or offensive. Lecch (1981: 53)
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suggests that euphemism is the practice referring to something offensive or delicate in terms that
make it sound more pleasant or becoming than it really is. Additionally, this technique consists
of replacing a word which has offensive connotations with another expression.

de & (101) .((3)de LW e &l ol La g (2)de Ll & (1) delal)

Here, the word 4< 4l is a metonymic word which refers to the Day of Judgment. It is used
instead of the Day of Judgment to exaggerate and glorify the meaning of the Day of Judgment in
the minds of people.

GEA (25) .(27).. 4% o Wl (any o )
oSl (18) .(42)(Led (8 L (o S Qlly muali o jaly Ll )

The euphemistic expressions above express the same meaning which is a regret meaning in
this living and tangible view. Thus instead of mentioning the explicit word of regret which is
lifeless, these expressions are used to focus on such a meaning that make it more prominent.
(1971:131 ) Cal 5 2 lal)

9. Conclusion

Circumlocution is a locution that circles around a specific idea with multiple words rather
than directly evoking it with fewer words. It is sometimes a necessary tool of communication.
Communication is one of the crucial skills that challenge interlocutors to different degrees. The
main reason why communication has attracted attention across fields is that communication gets
through typically all human interaction activities. What makes human beings unique is that
human communication is socially, emotionally and cognitively complex. For ease of
communication, it is necessary for interlocutors to find enough mean with which they can convey
their ideas. There are many types of circumlocution that includes indirect speech and ambiguous
or roundabout figure of speech. In its most basic form, circumlocution includes using many
words . The other synonyms for circumlocution is beating around the bush, circumambages,
diffuseness, discursiveness, euphemism, gassiness, indirectness, periphrase, periphrasis,
pleonasm, prolixity, roundabout, tautology, verbal evasion, verbality, verbiage, wordiness.
Communicators in any situation may employ circumlocution for different reasons such as
disorder which refers to inability to recall the correct word for something; social i.e., to avoid
saying something unlucky or offensive; ambiguity i.e., in order to speak ambiguously or
equivocally ; politeness as indirectness is in many cases employed to reflect polite way of
expressing things , circumlocuting an interaction may serve the speaker to be polite; failure in
getting to the point e.g. forgetting a term but having the ability to explain it (which is an
unpreferred habit) .

Employing circumlocution in some situations is positive such as politeness and, social
reasons as well as helping the speaker when not finding the exact words to express . In spite of all
these communication advantages, it can be employed to maneuver or avoid being equivocal. The
cost of doing this may be, in addition to say or use too much words on the part of the message
sender, ambiguous interaction on the part of massage receiver .Moreover, the latter may feel that
massage sender lacks the linguistic knowledge or ability.
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The Effect Of Employing Strategy Signals Of The Context In Development Of
The Richness Of Language Of The Students At The Fifth Grade In Literature
And Texts Material
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Abstract

The Aim of the Research: The current research was determined the effect of employing
strategy signals of the context in development of the richness of language of the students at the
fifth of literary grade of preparatory school in literature and texts material <the researcher
randomly chose (The Jihad Preparatory School For Boys) <located in the centre Province
Babylon «the researcher chose people at random by (30) students Section (A) in experiment
group «who had been taught employing strategy signals of the context in development of the
richness of language in literature and texts <and (28) students Section (B) in control group <who
had been taught literature and texts in the traditional way <researcher tools applied to both sets of
research after the end of the period of experiments «which lasted eight weeks «it started on
Thursday 18/2/2016 and ended on Thursday 21/4/2016 <then the researcher applied using the
development test on Thursday 21/4/2016.
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Assessing the Effect of the Strategy of Thoughts Gardens on the Skills of
Visual Thinking of the Female Students of the
Scientific Fourth Year in Biology

Lect. Nisreen Hamsah Al-Sultani

College of Basic Education/ University of Babylon
Abstract
The present study aims at assessing the effect of the strategy of thoughts gardens on the
skills of visual thinking of the female students of the scientific fourth year in biology. To achieve
the aim of the study, a sample of students divided into two groups: the controlling group and the
experimental one.
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Abstract

The present study aims at assessing the effect of (SWOM) strategy in the achievement of
chemistry and the skills of the Meditative Thinking for the female students of the first year
intermediate school. the sample of the study is divided into two groups: the controlling group and the
experimental one.
Keywords: (SWOM) Strategy, skills of the meditative thinking, achievement, chemistry.
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