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The Main Commercial Streets in
Al-Madinah Al-Munawarah

ABSTRACT

The main commercial streets represent one of the most important city's
urban phenomena, and one of the distinguished patterns of city's internal
commercial structure. This structure reflects the land use within cities. It also
represents one of the most important factors affecting the urban life and
population in the city, and stands as one of the most important planning
elements associated with the population of the city. It is also considered as
an important input in the commercial structure of the city on which planners
depend on it for urban planning. Owing to the religious nature of the city of
Al- Madinah which led to the special nature of the central business district
of the city, the population depend for their shopping on those main
commercial streets. Subsequently, all main commercial streets situated in the
city became more highly attractive compared with other commercial
patterns. Therefore, the need to shed light on these main commercial streets
and to re-evaluate the urban system emerge of vital necessity to guarantee
successful performance.

This study is an attempt to shed light on the current status of the main
commercial streets in the city of Al-Madinah as an internal commercial
structure pattern within the city, especially if these streets are located in one
of the most important religious cities that is unique in its internal
commercial structure. Tracing the establishment and growth of those main
commercial streets, their relation to the religious function of the city, and
monitoring the changes in its structure as an urban phenomena of the city.
Moreover, the study explores the general aspect of these main commercial
streets, its distribution, and its geographical patterns within the built- up
area. The study also attempts to highlight these patterns by monitoring
geographical factors affecting them, and then classifies the main commercial
streets into groups based on sets of geographical principles. Furthermore, the
study attempt to understand the nature of the interaction between the
population and those streets. Finally, this study is trying to provides some
suggestions and solutions for major problems that were confronted by
shoppers in the main commercial streets.
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