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des années 19801l s'est converti a l'islamen
admettant qu'il trouvait plus de satisfaction
spirituelle en étant musulman. Il s'est mari¢ avec
une saoudienne.

Il a eu son MS et son PhD a I'université Purdue,
et est professeur au département de mathématiques
de l'université du Kansas. Excellent mathématicien,
Jeffrey Lang a écrit aussi sur l'islam de nombreux
articles et trois livres qui sont des best-sellers parmi
la communauté musulmane aux Etats-Unis. L'un de
ses livres les plus importants est Even 'Angels ask: a
journey to Islam in America'"'.

-"For those whom Islam has embraced, the
greatest witness to God's unremitting, pursuing,
sustaining, and guiding love is the Qur'an. Like a
vast magnificent ocean, it lures you deeper and
deeper into its dazzling waves until you are swept
into it. But instead of drowning in a sea of darkness,
as described above, you find yourself immersed in
an ocean of divine light and mercy. ... as I read the
Qur'an and prayed the Islamic prayers, a door to my
heart was unsealed and I was immersed in an
overwhelming tenderness. Love became more
permanent and real than the earth beneath my feet;
its power restored me and made it so that even I
could feel love ... I was happy enough to have found
faith in a sensible religion. But I never expected to
be touched by such intoxicating mercy”.

“Dad, do you believe in heaven?”

When young Jeffery asked his father about the
existence of heaven as they walked their dog along
the beach, it was apparent that this child possessed a
highly inquisitive mind. There perhaps was also a
sign that he would subject things to a logical scrutiny
and validate them from a rational perspective. Little
surprise was it, then, that one day he would end up
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being a professor of mathematics, a matter where
there is no place for anything but logic.

During his senior years at the Notre Dam Boys
High, a Catholic school, he formed certain rational
objections against belief in the existence of a
Supreme Being. Discussions with the school Priest,
his parents, and classmates could not convince him
of the existence of God, and to the dismay of the
Priest and his parents, he turned into an atheist at the
age of eighteen. He was to remain so for the next ten
years throughout his undergraduate, graduate, and
doctoral studies. It was a little before or after his
becoming an atheist that he first saw the following
dream:

It was a tiny room with no furniture, and there
was nothing on its grayish-white walls. Its only
adornment was the predominantly red-and-white
patterned carpet that covered the floor. There was a
small window, like a basement window, above and
facing us, filling the room with brilliant light. We
were in rows; | was in the third. There were only
men, no women, and all of us were sitting on our
heels and facing the direction of the window.

It felt foreign. I recognized no one. Perhaps I
was in another country. We bowed down uniformly,
our faces to the floor. It was serene and quiet, as if
all sound had been turned off. All at once, we sat
back on our heels. As I looked ahead, I realized that
we were being led by someone in front who was off
to my left, in the middle, below the window. He
stood alone. I only had the briefest glance at his
back. He was wearing a long white gown, and on his
head was a white scarf with a red design. And that is
when [ would awaken.

During the next ten years of his atheist life, he
was to see the same dream several times. He would
not be disturbed by the dream, however, for he
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would feel strangely comfortable when he awoke.
But not knowing what it was, he could not make any
sense out of it and thus gave no importance to it
despite its repetitions.

Ten years later in his first lecture at
the University of San Francisco, he met a Muslim
student who attended his mathematics class. He was
soon to develop a friendship with him and his
family. Religion, however, was not the topic of
discussion during the time he shared with that
Muslim family, and it was much later that one of the
family members handed to him a copy of the Qur'an.

He was not looking for a religion. Nevertheless,
he started reading the Qur'an, but with a strong
prejudice. “You cannot simply read the Qur'an, not if
you take it seriously. You either have surrendered to
it already or you fight it. It attacks tenaciously,
directly, personally; it debates, criticizes, shames,
and challenges. From the outset it draws the line of
battle, and I was on the other side.” Thus he found
himself in an interesting battle. “I was at a severe
disadvantage, for it became clear that the Author
knew me better than I knew myself.” It was as if the
Author was reading his mind. Every night he would
make up certain questions and objections, but would
find the answer in his next readings as he continued
his readings in the accepted order. “The Qur'an was
always way ahead of my thinking; it was erasing
barriers I had built years ago and was addressing my
queries.” He fought vigorously with objections and
questions, but it was apparent that he was loosing the
battle. “I was being led, working my way into a
corner that contained only one choice".

It was early 80's and there were not many
Muslims at the University of San Francisco campus.
He discovered a small place at the basement of a
church where a few Muslim students made their
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daily prayers. After much struggle in his mind, he
came up with enough courage to go and visit that
place. When he came out of that place a few hours
later, he had already declared the shahada, the
proclamation of a new life —“I bear witness that
there is no god but Allah and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His messenger.”

After he made his proclamation, it was the time
for the afternoon prayer and he was invited to
participate. He stood up in rows with other students
behind a prayer leader named Ghassan, and started
following them in prayer-

We bowed down in prostration with our faces
on the red-and-white carpet. It was serene and quiet,
as if the sound had been turned off. And then we sat
back on our heels again.

As I looked ahead, I could see Ghassan, off to
my left, in the middle, below the window that was
flooding the room with light. He was alone, without
a row. He was wearing a long white gown and on his
head was a white scarf with a red design.

The dream! I screamed inwardly. The dream
exactly! I had forgotten it completely, and now I was
stunned and frightened. Am I dreaming? I wondered.
Will I awaken? 1 tried to focus on what was
happening to determine whether I was asleep. A rush
of cold flowed through my body, making me
shudder. My God, this is real! Then the coldness
subsided, succeeded by gentle warmth radiating
from within. Tears welled up in my eyes.

Everyone's journey to Islam is unique, varying
from one another in many different ways, but Dr.
Lang's is an interesting one. From one who
challenged the existence of God, he became a firm
believer in God. From a warrior who fought a fierce
battler against the Qur'an, he became one who
surrendered to it. From one who never knew love
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and who only wanted to live a comfortable
materialistic life until he died and became “long-
forgotten soil underneath an unmarked grave”, he
turned into one whose life became full of love,
mercy, and spiritualism. “God will bring you to your
knees, Jeffery!”, said his father when he denied the
existence of God at the age of eighteen. Ten years
later, that became a reality. He was now on his
knees, and his forehead on the ground. The highest
part of his body that contained all of his knowledge
and intellect was now on the lowest ground in
complete submission before the Majesty of God.

Like all Muslim reverts, Dr. Lang felt that he
was favored by God's mercy and that it was God
Himself who directed him to Islam. “I perceived that
God was always near, directing my life, creating the
circumstances and opportunities to choose, yet
always leaving the crucial choices to me. I was
awestruck by the realization of the intimacy and love
that reveals, not because we deserve it, but because it
is always there and all we have to do is turn to Him
to receive it. I cannot say with certainty what the
meaning of that vision was, but I could not help
seeing in it a sign, a favor, and a new chance.”

Dr. Lang is author of two books — both make
interesting readings and are useful for both Muslim
converts and born Muslims to read. He is married
with three daughters. It is no surprising that his
children shared some of his inquisitive mind. The
boy who threw questions at his father, was now a
father himself who was to face questions
from his children. One day he was confronted by his
eight-year-old daughter Jameelah after he finished
the noon prayer with her-

“Daddy, why do we pray?”

Her question caught me off guard. I didn't
expect it from an eight year old. I knew of course the
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most obvious answer—that as Muslims we are
obligated to—but I did not want to waste the
opportunity to share with her the experience and
benefits of salah. Nevertheless, as I tried to put
together a reply in my mind, I bought a little time by
beginning with, 'We pray because God wants us to!'

'But why, daddy? what does praying do?' she
asked'

"It 1s hard to explain to a young person, honey.
Someday, if you do the five prayers every day, I'm
sure you'll understand, but I'll do my best to answer
your question.'

"You see, sweetheart. God is the source of all
the love, mercy, kindness, and wisdom—of all the
beauty—that we experience and feel. Like the sun is
the source of the light we see in the daytime, God is
the source of all of these and much more. Thus, the
love I feel for you, your sisters, and mommy is given
to me by God. We know that God is kind and
merciful by all the things He has given us in this life.
But when we pray, we can feel God's love, kindness,
and mercy in a very special way, in the most
powerful way- For example, you know that mommy
and I love you by the way we take care of you. But
when we hug you and kiss you, you can really feel
how much we love you. In a similar way, we know
that God loves and is kind to us by the way He takes
care of us. But when we pray, we can feel His love
in a very real and special way.'

'Does praying make you a better daddy?' She
asked me. 'l hope so and I would like to think so,
because once you are touched by God's love and
kindness in the prayer, it is so beautiful and
powerful, that you need to share it with those around
you, especially your family. Sometimes, after a hard
day at work, I feel so exhausted that I just want to be
alone. But if I feel God's kindness and mercy in the
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prayer, I look at my family and remember what a
great gift you are to me, and all the love and
happiness I get from being your daddy and mommy's
husband. I'm not saying that I am the perfect father,
but I believe I would not be as good a father without
the prayers. Am I making any sense at all?'

'T kind of understand what you mean,' Jameelah
answered. Then she hugged me and said, 'And I love
you, Daddy!'

T love you too, sweetie pie. I love you too"".
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"Islamic civilization grew and came to lead the world in
science, material prosperity, and learning, so that throughout
the greater part of Muslim history, wherever Islam spread, it
was perceived as the religion of a superior culture" (Even
Angels Ask, Amana Publications, U. S. A, 1418AH/
1997AC, P. 89).
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"The Qur’an sought to reform, not to destroy and start from
scratch, to salvage what was useful and then to modify and
build on it. The task was to get the Arabs to think about
religion in a novel way, to inculcate in them a new
conceptual frame of reference, to transfer them from one
worldview to another., and higher, one. This process of
transformation took them from traditionalism to
individualism, from impulsiveness to discipline, from
supernaturalism to science, from intuition to conscious
reasoning and, in the end. ideally. harmonized the whole.

In contemporary Western society, the situation is almost the
exact opposite. With theories of natural selection or evolution
by chance, religion is no longer needed to explain existence.
The belief that modern psychology has succeeded in showing
that values, spiritual inclinations, virtues, and morality are the
result of social and evolutionary dynamics, and therefore not
“real” or “absolute” but only “relative” and mainly a product
of our imagination, is widespread. God is no longer necessary
as an answer, for science and logic can now fulfill this
function. As a result, the Western convert finds himself or
herself traveling a path that is in many ways the opposite to
that followed by the initial Muslims fourteen hundred years

"

ago".
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125 L "Even Angels Ask" :olS” & =Y Jsi :
"The Qur'an insists that it contains signs for those who
are "wise" (2: 269), knowledgeable" (29:42-43), "endowed
with insight" (39:9), and "reflective" (45: 13). Its persistent
complaint against its rejecters is that they refuse to make
use of their intellectual faculties and that they close their
minds to learning. The Qur'an asks almost incredulously:
"Do they not travel through the land, so that their hearts
may thus learn wisdom?"(22:44), "Do they not examine
the earth?"(26:7), "Do they not travel through the earth
and see what was the end of those before them?"(30:9),
"Do they not look at the sky above them?"(50:6), "Do they
not look at the camels, how they are made?"(88:17),
"Have you not watched the seeds which you sow?"
(56:63)". (Amana Publications, Beltsville, Maryland, U. S.
A, 1418 AH/1997 AC, P. 26)
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"Bucaillism is a term used by academics for
the movement to relate modern science with
religion, and especially that ofIslamSince the
publishing of The Bible, the Quran and Science,
Bucaillists have promoted the idea that the Qur'an is

of divine origin, arguing that it contains
scientifically correct facts"
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"Grant had only a half an hour for lunch. He
had to use the bathroom, wash, pray, and eat. He
made for the men's room, remembering to recite the
correct formula as he entered it with his left foot—or
should it have been his right? He was not sure; it had
something to do with the possibility of tripping and
falling dead. He sat down to urinate, doing his best
not to soil himself or his clothes. If only his ex-
Marine buddies could see him now, going to the
toilet like a woman! He tried not to think any
thoughts about religion, but trying not to was self-
defeating. As he left the stall, he recited another
supplication and then headed for the sink. He
quickly took off his shoes and socks, careful to step
on the coarse brown paper towels he had placed on
the floor by the sink so that no part of his feet would
touch the bathroom floor. He turned on the water
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and recited another invocation. He began the
ablution ritual, repeating each action three times:
washing his hands, gargling with water, sniffing
water in and out of his nostrils, washing his face,
washing his right and then his left arm up to the
elbow, wiping the inside of his right ear with his
wet right index finger, followed by the left, wiping
the top of his head and the back of his neck with his
wet hands, and finally, washing his right foot and
then his left up to the ankle, each time returning his
foot to the paper towel from which it came. He

recited another supplication. Time was running out,
so he picked up his shoes and socks and, making
certain that his feet were still on the paper towels,
started scuffling on them towards the door. Just at
that moment his manager came into the bathroom.
The two men stood face to face: Grant, his bare feet
resting on two paper towels and water dripping from
his face and arms, and his manager, wide-eyed and
dumbfounded. Grant suddenly noticed the coolness
of the bathroom floor underneath the heel of his
right foot; in the encounter, he had inadvertently let
it slide slightly off the paper towel. He gritted his
teeth and threw back his head in frustration: now he
would have to repeat his ablution"".
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"In the 17" century Thomas Hobbes collected
the current evidence to conclude outright that Moses
could not have written the bulk of the Torah. Shortly
afterwards the philosopher Baruch Spinoza
published a unified critical analysis, arguing that the
problematic passages were not isolated cases that
could be explained away one by one, but pervasive
throughout the five books, concluding that it was
clearer than the sun at noon that the Pentateuch was
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not written by Moses. Despite determined opposition
from Christians, both Catholic and Protestant, the
views of Hobbes and Spinoza gained increasing
acceptance amongst scholars".

- wll

b S 3 e Jy 4l b el LB sy

il gl g el pge U] e "5 L2t
el o) e ces s 5 WSS 3 el agad
Godl) ozt syl Ol Llet L Loyl DAy
iAW) LKy s e 'Bible” B3l (35 . 0dSJly
slel w3 yud) aadl (3 elodall Gy 5L L OF T35 L
il o a8 e all oS ol bl 5 Sl g Ll
( YY) as ) Jle 3 ade slasY) S ol 3k, )
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that the Bible should be accepted as historically
accurate and as a reliable guide to morality has been
questioned by many mainstream academics in the

."field of biblical criticism
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Inter-Varsity Press, London, 1972, P. 564.
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* W.F. Hooks Hook’s Church Dictionary, London, John
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Commentary on Holy Scripture Including the Apocrypha,
London Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1929,
p. 39; William Neil, William Neil’s One Volume Bible
Commentary, Hodder & Stoughton, London— Sydney—
Auckland— Toronto, 1973, pp. 13-14; Stanley Cook, An
Introdution to the Bible, Pelican Books, 1945, pp. 192-193
and C.H. Dodd, The Authority of the Bible, Fontana Books,

1960, pp. 17, 23, 26, 28.
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-"The Bible...is a canonical collection of texts
considered sacred inJudaismor Christianity.
Different religious groups include different books
within their canons, in different orders, and
sometimes divide or combine books, or
incorporate additional material into canonical books.
Christian Bibles range from the sixty six books of
the Protestant canon to the eighty one books of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church canon".

-"La Bible est un ensemble de textes considérés
comme sacrés par le judaisme et lechristianisme.
Différents groupes religieux incluent différents livres
dans leurs canons, dans un ordre différent, et parfois
combinent ou divisent certains livres, ou incorporent
du matériel additionnel dans les livres canoniques.
Les Bibles chrétiennes comprennent entre 66 livres-
pour le canon protestant- et 81 livres- pour le canon
orthodoxe éthiopien. Le canon protestant réunit
I'Ancien Testament, constitué¢ de la Bible hébraique,
et le Nouveau Testament".

-"Pour I'Ancien Testament, les protestants
reconnaissent les mémes écrits que les juifs mais, ne
procédant pas a la méme découpe, dénombrent 39
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livres. Pour leur part, les catholiques, qui ont admis
dans leur canon les livres ajoutés par la version
grecque des Septante, en reconnaissent 45. Quant au
Nouveau Testament, ses 27 livres sont
généralement admis par les diverses confessions
chrétiennes".
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One positive impression that does emerge from such
confrontations is that the Qur’an appears virtually devoid of

factual inconsistencies.
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"Chistian critics have assumed, and not without much reason,
that Muhammad has confused the Mary of the New

Testament with the Miriam in the Old, by representing her. ..

the sister of Aaron. It is certainly a cause of some perplexity
to the commentators. Al—Baizawi says she was called "sister
of Aaron" because she was of the Levities race: but Hussain
says that the Aaron mentioned in the verse is not the same
person as the brother of Moses".
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Ol se =< " International Standard Bible Encyclopedia” J 5 5 '

:"Brother"

"bruth'-er (‘ach; adelphos = kin by birth, from the same
parents or parent): Used extensively in both Old Testament
and New Testament of other relations and relationships, and
expanding under Christ's teaching to include the universal
brotherhood of man. Chiefly employed in the natural sense,
as of Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:8); of Joseph and his brethren
(Genesis 42:3); of Peter and Andrew, of James and John
(Matthew 10:2). Of other relationships:

(1) Abram's nephew, Lot, is termed "brother" (Genesis
14:14);

(2) Moses' fellow-countrymen are "brethren" (Exodus
2:11; Acts 3:22; compare Hebrews 7:5);

(3) a member of the same tribe (2 Samuel 19:12);

(4) an ally (Amos 1:9), or an allied or cognate people
(Numbers 20:14);

(5) used of common discipleship or the kinship of humanity
(Matthew 23:8);

(6) of moral likeness or kinship (Proverbs 18:9);

(7) of friends (Job 6:15);

(8) an equal in rank or office (1 Kings 9:13);

(9) one of the same faith (Acts 11:29; 1 Corinthians 5:11);

(10) a favorite oriental metaphor used to express likeness or
similarity (Job 30:29, "I am a brother to jackals");

(11) a fellow-priest or office-bearer (Ezra 3:2); Paul called
Sosthenes "brother" (1 Corinthians 1:1) and Timothy his
spiritual son and associate (2 Corinthians 1:1);

(12) a brother-man, any member of the human family
(Matthew 7:3-5; Hebrews 2:17; 8:11; 1 John 2:9; 4:20);

(13) signifies spiritual kinship (Matthew 12:50);

(14) a term adopted by the early disciples and Christians to
express their fraternal love for each other in Christ, and
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universally adopted as the language of love and brotherhood
in His kingdom in all subsequent time (2 Peter
3:15; Colossians 4:7,9,15).

The growing conception of mankind as a brotherhood is the
outcome of this Christian view of believers as a household, a
family (Ephesians 2:19; 3:15; compare Acts 17:26). Jesus has
made "neighbor" equivalent to "brother," and the sense of
fraternal affection and obligation essential to wvital
Christianity, and coextensive with the world. The rabbis
distinguished between '"brother" and "neighbor," applying
"brother" to Israelites by blood, "neighbor" to proselytes, but
allowing neither title to the Gentiles. Christ and the apostles
gave the name "brother" to all Christians, and "neighbor" to
all the world (1 Corinthians 5:11;Luke 10:29). The
missionary passion and aggressiveness of the Christian
church is the natural product of this Christian conception of
man's true relation to man".



115
1 ) e Yl gl e Ll Gl ST (1 7Y
(VY Y8

B e sl e ) Ll e o) A
N CE R ATIRE SN WPE RO L RSN

Y 8 S aw g,y F O B o) -9
N OB EARCIA IS 20g-~))

"okl L Al NENRIENINE NP D
Y gl (<=0

DY 0 Y ey ally a2 3 Ceo ) -
4 ) YT E Jaraiy e Jovq g e
(Vv gleve

Al T gy e el Tl 3 el -y
(VoY me)ie 3 ety S La

ST e 1) el e S ) pis a8 -y

J. B. & 5) "The Shepherd of Hermas" (& &l & ,Lall &oa g 23, !
o wslall ) i The Lost Books of the Bible" o (Lightfoot
She is the sister of doubtful- mindedness and of " :" LUy
i b JLadl o alaaby 80 op oo s 5231, "angry temper
il wdally S e Wl 3] conhd oy
Olse <2 "International Standard Bible Encyclopedia” J si s 2
i 5" S el 3 515" Ll sz (bl s g Sl oday " Siistert”
0LV e ST (3 ALzl g

"sis'-ter (‘achoth):

Used repeatedly in the Old Testament of a female
(1) having the same parents as another; or
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(2) having one parent in common, with another, half-sister
(Genesis 20:12; Leviticus 18:9), and also

(3) of a female belonging to the same family or clan as
another, so a kinswoman (Genesis 24:60;Job 42:11);

(4) also of a woman of the same country (Numbers 25:18).
(5) Figuratively, the two kingdoms, Israel and Judah, are
sisters (Ezekiel 23:7).

(6) Confederate cities are conceived of as sisters (Ezekiel
16:45).

(7) 'Achoth is used of objects which go in pairs, as curtains,
each “coupled to its sister' (Exodus 26:3,6), and of wings in
pairs (Ezekiel 1:9; 3:13);

(8) of virtues or conditions, with which one is closely related:
"Say unto wisdom, thou art my sister" (Proverbs 7:4;
compare Job 17:14);

(9) of a lover concerning his spouse, as a term of endearment
(Song of Solomon 4:9; 5:1; 8:8).

In the New Testament, adelphe, used

(1) in sense of physical or blood kinship (Matthew
12:50; 13:56; 19:29; Luke 10:39; 14:26; John
11:1; 19:25; Acts 23:16);

(2) of fellow-members in Christ:

"Phoebe, our sister" (Romans 16:1; see also 1 Corinthians
7:15; 1 Timothy 5:1; James 2:15);

(3) possibly, of a church, "thy elect sister" (2John 1:13)".

8" Olws,Y "Dictionnaire de la Bible" .~ "Sceur”" sl (3

s 093 Sy canis s 2l A4 (Augustin Calmet)

"soror. Ce nom a, dans le style des Hébreux, a peu pres la
méme ¢étendue que celui de frére; il se met non-seulement
pour la soeur de pere et de mere, mais aussi pour celle qui
n'est que soeur de pere ou de meére, ou qui est simplement
proche parente (1). Ainsi Sara est nommée soeur d'Abraham
(Ge 12:13; 20:12), quoiqu'elle ne flit que sa niece, selon les
uns, et sa sceur de pere et non de mere, selon d’autres; ainsi
dans le Lévitique (Le XVIII, 18) il est défendu de prendre
pour femme la sceur de sa femme, c'est-a-dire, d'épouser les
deux sceurs ; ou bien, selon plusieurs bons interpretes,
d'épouser une seconde femme, quand on en a déja une; le
voici a la lettre: Vous ne prendrez point une femme sur sa
soeur pour l'affliger; comme si ce passage défendait la
polygamie. Dans 1'Evangile (Mt 13:55 Mr 6:3) les freres et
les soeurs de Jésus-Christ ne sont autres que ses cousins et
cousines, fils et filles des sceurs de la sainte Vierge.

Dans le Cantique des Cantiques (Ca 4:9-12; 5:1,2), le nom de
sceur est un nom d'amitié entre I'époux et 1'épouse.
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Quelquefois le nom de sceur marque la ressemblance des
conditions et des inclinations. Les prophétes (Jer 3:8,10 Eze
16:46) appellent Jérusalem sceur de Sodome et de Samarie,
parce qu'elle a imité ses désordres et son idolatrie.
Jésus-Christ dit que ceux qui observent ses commandements
sont ses freres et ses sceurs (Mt 12:50); Job dans sa disgrace
disait d la pourriture : Vous €tes mon pere ; et aux vers : Vous
étes ma mere et ma soeur (Job 17:14). Le Sage conseille a son
¢leve de dire a la Sagesse: Vous €tes ma soeur (Pr 7:4); c'est-
a-dire, de l'aimer, de se familiariser avec elle. Saint Paul
demande s'il ne lui est pas permis comme aux autres apotres,
de mener avec lui dans ses voyages une femme chrétienne et
pieuse (1Co 9:5). Comme les chrétiens entre eux s'appelaient
fréres, aussi ils appelaient soeurs les femmes chrétiennes : Si
un frére ou une soeur sont nus, dit saint Jacques (Jas2:5),
suffira-t-il de leur dire de se réchauffer? etc".
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"The above observations, to the dismay of
many Muslims, are unlikely to convince non-
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Muslims that the Qur'an is the word of God. Genius,
however great, is always mysterious but not
necessarily divine. They may, however, stimulate
further investigation"'.
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"In view of the level of knowledge in
Muhammad's day, it is inconceivable that many
statements in the Qur'an which are connected with
science could have been the work of a man. It is,
moreover, perfectly legitimate, not only to regard the
Qur'an as an expression of Revelation, but also to
award it a very special place, on account of the
guarantee of authenticity it provides and the
presence in it of scientific statements which, when
studied today, appear as a challenge to explanation
in human terms".
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"Generally, slightly more males are born than females (a
typical ratio would be 105 or 106 males for every 100
females). On the other hand, it is quite common for males to
experience higher mortality at virtually all ages after birth.
This difference is apparently of biological origin... The
general rules that more males are born but that females
experience lower mortality mean that during childhood males
outnumber females of the same age, the difference decreases
as the age increases, at some point in the adult life span the
numbers of males and females become equal, and as higher
ages are reached the number of females becomes
disproportionately large. For example, in Europe and North
America, among persons more than 70 years of age in 1985,
the number of males for every 100 females was only about 61
to 63. (According to the Population Division of the United
Nations, the figure for the Soviet Union was only 40, which
may be attributable to high male mortality during World War
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‘A Je Larousse
- Holocaust the mass slaughter of European civilians and
especially Jews by the Nazis during World War II; total
devastation, great disaster, complete destruction by fire; burnt
offering; mass killing, great massacre.
- holocaust 1 a very large amount of destruction,
especially by fire or heat, or the killing of very large numbers
of people: A4 nuclear holocaust (= destruction caused by
nuclear weapons) would leave few survivors.
2 the Holocaust the killing of millions of Jews and others by
the Nazis before and during the Second World War
situation in which there is great destruction and a lot of
people die: a nuclear holocaust ; the killing of millions of
Jews and other people by the Nazis during the Second World
War.
3 holocaust a very large amount of destruction, especially by
fire or heat, or the killing of very large numbers of people:
A nuclear holocaust (= destruction caused by nuclear
weapons) would leave few survivors: the Holocaust the
killing of millions of Jews and others by the Nazis before and
during the Second World War.
- Dans l'ancien Israél, sacrifice religieux ou la victime, un
animal, était entiecrement consumée par le feu; la victime
ainsi sacrifiée.
- Sacrifice sanglant exécuté dans un but religieux.
- Ensemble des persécutions, des sévices et des
exterminations dont les Juifs furent les victimes de la part des
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nazis entre 1939 et 1945. (En ce sens, prend souvent une
majuscule.) [— génocide.] - Massacre, grande destruction de
personnes, de choses, inspirés par une idéologie.
Official Judaism 3 Wl o jally & 54 Y) o lall o dns )l o o5 Lo 1
W) JeiB oty sme e S Al 0xd (6054 pomme 25 (Glossary
13 5 DU
The Holocaust, referred to in Hebrew as the Shoah, is the
term given to the destruction of six million Jews by the Nazis
during World War II (in addition to gypsies, prostitutes, and
other "undesirables"). The horror of this massive killing lies
not only in the death of so many Jews, but also in that these
deaths were caused by a planned Nazi policy to kill them
simply because they were Jews. The Nazis built massive
death camps, gas chambers, crematoriums to kill them and
even designed an extensive transportation network to bring
Jews to the camps.
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aussi: 1'Holocauste): l'extermination du peuple juif par les

."Nazis. Synonyme: Shoah
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