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Significance of Qur’anie Verses in the Literature of Ali

Bakathir was a committed " 35 ("Ahmad Bakathir

Muslim who strove to portray and champion Islamic
ideals through his works. He desired to illustrate the
importance of following Islam as a complete way of life as
a means of reforming the self and the soc_let¥. He wrote
his works during a Iong period of ideological conflict in
the Arab world, when Islamic, Communist, Marxist,
Liberalist and Secular ideologies were at loggerheads. In
light of this, Bakathir_ endeavoured to show the Arab

uslims of his time— first and foremost— that following
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Bakathir always tries to convey an Islamic " ;3\ L.1,00 s 3a

message via his highly ‘Islamicised’ works, and these
works are but a reflection of his_strong religious ideals
and Qur’anic mindset through which he evaluates society.
They depict a zealous commitment to work for Islam and
the Arabs, as well as the ideal that remaining faithful to
Islam is the only means to attaining success in this world

."and the Hereafter
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Typhon, during his absence, did not rebel, because Isis
was on her guard, and abfe to keep watch upon him
vigorously; but after Osiris returned Typhon laid a plot
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against him, having taken seventy and two men into the
."conspiracy
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many. kinds Tl Food Y andt Trom” wihapstinenee from
intemperance and love of pleasure, accustomin%’people to

endure her service with bowels not enervated hy luxury,
but hardy and vigorous; the object of all which is the

."knowledge of the First, the Supreme, and the Intelligible
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... and having for helper a queen coming out of " = -4

Ethiopia, whom they call Aso. That she secretly measured
the body of Osiris, and made to the size a handsome and
highly ornamented coffer which he carried into the
banqueting room. And as they were all delighted with its
aﬁ)pearance and admired it; Typhon promised in sport
that whoever should lie down within it, and should exactly
fit, he would make him a present of the chest; and after
the others had tried, one K.one and nobody fitted it;
then Osiris got in, and laid imself down, thereupon the
conspirators running up shut down the lid, and fastened it
with spike-nails from the outside, and poured melted Jead
over them, and so carried it out to the River, and let it go

."down down the Tanaite branch into the sea
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everywhere, not knowing what to do, she met no one
without speaking to him, nay, even when she fell in with
little children, she inquired of them about the coffer; these
last chanced to have seen it, and told her the branch of the
River through which Typilon’_s accomplices had let the
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N
suckled the ehild by putting, instead of her nipple, her
finger into his mouth, and ﬁ’y night she singed away the
mortal parts of his body. 'She turned herself into a
swallow and flew around the pillar until the queen
watched her, and cried out when she saw her child all on
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fire, and so took away the boy’s immortality. She turned
herself into_ a swallow and flew around the pillar until the
queen watched her, and cried out when_ she savs_her child
all on fire, and so_took away the boy’s immortality, Then
the goddess, manifesting herself, asked for the pillar of
the roof, and having removed it with the greatest ease, she
cut away the Erica that surrounded it. This plant she
wrapped up in a linen cloth, pouring perfume over it, and
ave 1t in charge to the king; and to this day the people of
yblus venerate the wood, which is preserved in the
temple of Isis. The coffin she clasPed in her arms, and
wailed so loud, that the younger of the king’s sons died of
fright at it, the elder she took with her and putting the
coffer on board a ship, put to sea ; but when the river
Phaedrus sent forth too rough a gale, she grew wrath, and
dried up the stream. As soon as ever she obtained privacy
and was left by herself, having opened the coffer and laid
her face upon the face of the corpse, she wailed and w_egt;
but when the little boy observed this, and came up quietl
from behind to SR}” she perceived him, and turning roun
gave him a dreadful look in her rage, the child could not

."stand the fright, and died
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Afterwards Osiris came from the shades to Horus, " :p .2

and trained and exercised him for war, and then asked
him “What he thought the finest thing possible?” and
when he replied “to avenge one’s father and mother when
ill treated;” he asked him secondly “what he considercd
the most useful animal to people going to battle?™ and
when Horus answered, “the horse,” Osiris wondered at it
and was puzzled why he said the horse instead of the lion.
But when Horus explained that the lion indeed was
serviceable to one standing in need of aid, but the horsc
can both save him that flees and also destroy the enemy:
Osiris on hearing this was rejoiced at the supposition that
Horus had provided himself with horses. And as numbers
came over from_ time to time to thc side of Horus,
Typhon’s concubine, Thucris by name, camc also, and a
serpent pursuing her was cut to pieces by thc friends of
Horus; and now in memory of this event, they throw
down a ropc in the midst of all, and chop it to pieces. The
battle lasted for many days, and Horus vanquished, but
Isis having received trom him Typhon in chains, di(]_not
destroy, but on the contrary unbound and lct him go free.
This Horus did not endure with patience, but he Iaid
hands on his mother, and pushed the crown off her head;
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whereupon Hermes placed a bull’s skull upon her instead
of helmet. And when Tyﬁhon brought a charge of
illegitimacy against Horus, Hermes acting as his counsel,
Horus was pronounced_legitimate by the gods. After this
Typhon was beaten in two other battles; and Isis
conceived by Osiris copulating with her after death
{Alluding to the incident of the opening of his coffer and
explaining the sad fate of the too inquisitive little boy.|
and brought forth the prematurely born, and weak in his

."lower limbs, Harpocrates
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that this is “moving things that ought not to be moved,
and making war not only upqn antiquity” (as Simonides
hath it), but upon many tribes and families of man,
possessed with veneration for these particular deities,
when people let nothing alone, but transfer these great
names from the heavens to the earth, and do their best to
eradicate and destroy (or nearly so) the respect and faith
implanted in men from their infancy, and OFening a wide
door to the atheistical sort, [An evident allusion to the
Christians.] and also to him that humanizes the gods, and
giving a splendid opportunity to the deceptions of
Evemer_us, he Messenian, who, by composing treatises
upon his false and unfounded mythology, disseminated
atheism all over the world, reducing all deities alike to the
names of generals, admirals, arid kings, pretended to
have flourished in old times; transcribing all this forsooth
from the inscriptions in letters of gold set up at Panchon
which said inscriptions no foreigner nor Greek, save
Evemerus alone, as it seems, has met with, when he made
his voyage to the Panchoans and Triphyllans, people that

1y > 4l ('never were, nor are, in any part of the globe

When therefore you shall hear the fables the Egyptians "

tell about the gods—their wanderings, cutting to picces
and many such like misha(fs you ought to bear in min

what has been above stated, and not to suppose that any
of them happened or was done in the manner related. For
they do not really eall the dog “Hermes,” but the animal’s
watchfulness, sleeplessness, and sagacity (for by
knowled%e_ and absence of knowledge it distinguishes
between friend and foe, as Plato says) make it appropriate
to the most sagacious of the gods: neither do they suppose
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that the sun rises as a new born child out of a lotus, but it
is _in this . way - they picture the.zr151n% of the sun
enigmatically expressing that the solar fire is dgrwed
from moisture. For that most savage and terrible King of
the Persians, Ochus—who put many to death, and finally
butchered Apls and dined upon him along with his
friends—they styled “The Sword,” and still call him by
that pname 1n the list of Kings; that is not actuall

describing his person, but_ likening the hardness an

wickedness of his disposition to an _instrument of
slaughter. In_the same way must you hear the stories
about the gods, and receive them from such as interpret
mythology, in a reverent and philosophic Splrlt, oth
performing constantly and observing the established rites
of the worship, and believing that no sacrifice nor act is
more well pleasing to the gods, than is the holding the true
faith with respect to them, so will you escape an evil no

O ‘,}J\ uﬁ S "less great than Atheism, namely, Superstition
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When Osiris reigned over the Egyptians he " W Baley

made them reform their destitute and bestial mode_of
living, showing them _ the art of cultivation, and giving
them laws, and teaching them how to worship the gods.
Afterwards he travelled over the whole earth, civilizing it;
far from requiring arms, he tamed mankind through
persuasion and reasoning joined with song of all kinds

."and music which he brought over
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""Abdallah ibn el-MokalTa' était perse de naissance et
s'appelait Ro6zbih; converti extérieurement a l'islam, il
resta en son coeur attaché a la foi de ses péres. Il vécut a
Basra. En I'an 140 (757), comme il s'était montré

favorable a la famille des Alides, le Khalife Mansour le fit
mettre a mort'.
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pas aux envies et accusations, sa conversion en islam est

suspecte aux yeux des orthodoxes, une conversion, parait-

il, dans le but d’échapper a la mort et se rapprocher des
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Il se convertit 4 I'islam et devient alors le "‘7 L 5,5y 5,3

précepteur des neveux de ‘Isa Ibn ‘Al Malﬂre cette
conversion, l'orthodoxie d’'Ibn al-Muqaffa‘ restera
suspecte et il se verra toujours reprocher sa sympathie
pour la Perse, ce qui n'était pas sans gravité a une époque
ou des Persans tels que Abu Muslim al-Hurasani, puis les
Barmakides devenaient trés pu1ssants et nombreux dans

."un empire arabe naissant
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"On l'accuse d'avoir travaillé, avec quelques autres
ennemis, de l'islamisme, 4 imiter le style du Koran; il
aurait été ainsi un prédécesseur du rénovateur

contemporain de l'islamisme en Perse, 'Ali-Mohammed
le Bab, qui lui aussi a écrit dans le style koranique' —He

has been accused, with other enemies of Islam, of having
endeavoured to imitate the style of the Koran, and woul
in this case have been a predecessor of the contemporary
renewer of Islamism in Persia, 'Ali Muhammad the Bab,
who also wrote in the Koranic style"

OV Sy sauer Job LS ciagony (g i s

15 s sl iy S Q) 1 32 las 30 45 L 133 5 Wl L
e LIS, S e Shger e TN b VPR W PR P
B oy - QU o) W L) 3 o g0 (6301 R b gt i
The " b "giall o' sl oo-lio (F. Gabrieli) JJuper . 3L u,:i
DS 2 Lo Ly ")l O labt 3 51s :Encyclopaedia of Islam
"Arabic Literature to the End of the Ummayyad Period"
A F L Beeston, T M Johnstone, R B Serjeant and G :«.:J:.L

ted A e 5L S 3 pladl LA 415m, . R Smith (Ed.2)
) "One_highly individual aspect of the spiritual
interests of this tﬁ.e., Ibn al-Mukaffa']l writer is finally
revealed by the fragments (if they are authentic, as we
believe) of a_religious work, a ‘Manichaean apologia,
reserved in the refutation made a century later by Zayd:
mam al Qasim b. Ibrahim, in a treatise published by M
Guidi. We are already familiar with the charges brought
against Ibn al-Mukaffa' of having attemped to make an
"Imitation" of the sacred book of Islam: The work
refuted by al-Qasim :cilplgears rather in our view, to be an
attack on Muhammad, the Kuran and Islam in_the name
of another faith, namelﬁ the Manichaean faith which .
several of the friends of Ibn al-Mukaffa' had adopted and
of which the writer himself was suspected''. )
The prominent Arabic prose writer of Iranian
descent who was cruelly put to death in 139/756, is said to
have tried to imitate the Qur'an at the behest of the group
of heretics, butl he had to abandon this endeavour because
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it proved too difficult. This is of course a legend. But Ibn
al-Mukaffa' did compose a]po emic in which he took issue
with Islam, and especially with the Qur'dn from a
Manichaean standpoint. Fragments,  of this polemic have
come down to us in a refuation written b{ aydi lmam
al-Qasim b. Ibrahim (d. 246/860). The first four words o
this polemic - and they alone - are obviously modelled on
the lirst our words of the Qur'in., They read: "In the
name of Compassionate and Merciful light - a
Manichaean variation of the familiar Islamic basmalah
which must strike any Muslim as blasphemy''.
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Prose writers had enough courage (or madness) to imitate

Quran only to be forced to withdraw their works and
repent. Those who didn’t were killed, like the famous
poetry writer Ibn al-Muqaffa who was murdered in 756
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